end Te Den 


9 2 42 44 Dos 


Ancient U iſtor! les, 


Entituled! Th rang. 


Geſta Romanorum, 


— 


Difcogriing of fade Ex- 
amples, for the advancement 
of Vertue, and the aban- 
doning of Vice. 


Very pleaſant in Reading, and 


pr. ſitable in Practiſe. 


LONDON 


Printed by J. B. for A Crook at 
the Green Dragon in S. Paul. 
Church- yard. 16 63. 


a4 
1. 
* 
+ 
. 


Sensen geg 88a 
R 


HTS 5 O RV 
Geſta Romana” TW” 


—— — EP LY 


The Argument- 


Mans ſoul is dearly beloyed of God the Fa- ö 
ther. And yet for ſundry good graces ſne 
is tempted of the Devil by three divers 
means, at three ſeveral Ages in this mortal | 
life: if ſhe refiſt and overcome the ſame, 1 
ſhe is hereby adopted to the fruition of 
matrimonial joy in heaven, with Chriſt te 
Son of God. 1 
The firſt Hiſtory. 4 

= Dmetimes there dwelt in Rome a 
mighty Emperoz which bad a ſair 
creature to his Daughter, named 
Ro Atalana » whom divers. great 

8 Lobe, and many Noble Knights deffred to 
habe io wiſe, This Atalana was wondzeus 
ſwift of feot:wherefoze ſuch a lat nas made, 
that no man ſhould habe her ts wife except be 
could outrun her and take ber by Cwifrneſa gf 
_ befel that many came to run wird bers 
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but could not obertake her. At the laſt there 
came a Knight named Pomeis,unto her Fa⸗ 
ther,andCſatd to htm: p Lo2d.if it pleaſe pou 
to gibe we your Daugbter to wife, J will run 
with her. Then ſaidher Father, there is a 
Law made, that whoſoever will have ber to 
wile, muſt firft run with her: 6 ik he obertake 
her not, he (hall loſe his head, and if he ober⸗ 
take her then ſhall J tved her unto him. 

And when the Emperoꝛ had told him all 


the peril that might fall in the winning of her 


the Knight voluntarilp granted kfoꝛz to bide 
that jeo par dy. Then the Knight pꝛobided him 
th:& Falls of gold againſt the running. And 
when they bad began to run a little ſpace the 
poung Lady sber-ran him: then the Knight 
thee w fozth befoze her the firſt ball of gold, and 


when the dame tel tab the ball, ſhe ſtoped and 


twk it up,. and in the mean tohtle the Knight 
gat befoꝛe her, but that pzevarled little, fog 
when ſhe perceibed it, ſhe ran ſo faſt, that in 
choꝛt pace ſhe gat befoꝛe him again. And then 
he thꝛew fozth the ſecond ball of geld, and ſhe 
ficoped as ſhe did befoze and tak it up, and in 
that while the Unight gat befoze her again: 
which this paung dameſel ſc ing, conſtrained 
her ſelf, and ran fa faſt, that ſhe ſon had him 
at adbantage again, and was afeęe him: now 
by that time they were nigh the Wa rk where- 
by (yep ould _ wherefoze the —_ 
thei 
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tbzew foꝛth the Tyird ball befoze ber, and fþs 
moped down to take up the ball, and while ſbe 


was taking up the third ball, the Knight gat 
befoze her, and las firſt at the mark, and [pug 
was the won. 
The Moral. 

By this Emperoꝛ is underſteod the Father 
of Heaben, and by Damoſel is underſtod the 
ſou! cf man, with whom many Devils deſire 
to run and dereibe her thzough their tempta⸗ 
ans, but ſhe withſtandeth them mightilp, 
and obercometh them. And when he hath 
done his wozſt and may not ſperd, then makes 
be th: balls bt gold, and caſteth them be⸗ 
foze in thzee ages of man, that is, to ſap, in 
pouth, in manhod, and in old age. In youth 
the Devil caſteth the ball of letcherp befoze 
her, that is to ſay the deſire of the lleſh: ne- 
bertheleſs,toz all this ball , oftentimes man 
obercometh the Devil, by acknowledging or 
his {tris to God by hearty repentance. and 
amendment of life, Lhe ſecond ball is the 
ball of Pztde, the which the Debil caſteth to 
man tn bis manheod , that is ta ſay in his 
middle age: but this ball man ol 's times ober⸗ 
eameth as he did the firſt, but let him beware 
of the third ball, which is cobetouſneſs, that 
the Devil caſteth to man in his old age, 
which is dꝛeadful:ſoꝛ except a man may ober- 
come this ball, with rhe other two, be ey 
Inte 
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The Hiſtory of 
leoſe his honoz, that is to ſay, the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Foz wben a man burneth in cobe⸗ 


touſneſs , he thinketh not on ghoſtly Kiches 
(foꝛ ever his heart is ſet on woꝛldly gods) 


and reckoneth not of Pꝛapers, noꝛ of well do- 
ing, and thus Joſeth he his heritage, to the 
which ed hath bought him with bis pꝛecious 
blood? unto the th our Lozd Jeſus being us all. 
The Argument. 
As God allotteth divers men divers calling, 
and eſta tes of living in this World, ſo is 
every man tried by the rule of life and 


doc rine, whether his practice agree with 


his profeſſion, in profiting himſelf without 

prejud ice to others, wherein if he ſo hold 

himſelf content, for ſuch a Son the hea ven- 

ly father hath planted a Tree of heavenly 

treaſure,in the life that ſhallbe cverlafling. 
The ſecond Hiſtory. 


= 5 Here reigned ſometime in Rome a wiſe - T 


and mighty Emperoꝛ, named Anſelm, 
who did bear in his armes a Shield of filber 
with five red Rotes, This Empcro? had ther 
tons, whom he lo bed much? Me had allo con⸗ 
tinual war with the King of Egypt, in which 
war he loſt all his tempozal gods , except a 
pꝛecious Arc. It foztuned after on a dap, 
that he gabe battel to 5 ſame Ring of Egypt 
where in he was grievoully wounded , never: 
theleſs he shtained the bictozp,nettvithſtand- 
ä | ing 
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Geſta Remanorum. 
ing be had bis deadly wound: wherefoze while 
he lay at point of death, be called unto his el · 


ut ſon, & ſaid, Mp dear & well⸗ helobed ſon, 
Im mp temporal riches are ſpent , and al- 


noft nothing is left me, but a pꝛecious Tre, 
the which ſtandeth in che midſt of myEmpire: 
Igibe to the all trat is under the earth, and 
ibo be the earth of the ſame trie, mp Rebe⸗ 
tend father(quoth be) J thank you much. 
Then ſaid the Emperoꝛ call to me my ſe- 
cond ſon. Anon the eldeſt ſon grearly joping 
fhis Fathers gift,called in bis bzother,and 
hen be came, the Emperoz ſaid:WPp dear ſon 
map not make my teſtament , toz as much 
J have ſpent all my gods, except a Tre 
dhich ſtandeth in the mindſt of mine Empire 
fthe which Tre, J bequeath to ther all that 
8 great and ſmall. Then anſwered he q ſaid 
pp Reberend Father, J thank pou much. 
Then ſaid the Emperoz call to me my third 
m, and to it was done. And when he was 
me, the Emperoꝛ ſaid, My dear ſon, I muſt 
e of theſe wounds, J babe only a pzecious 
It of which J habe given thy beethzen their 
Ntion, and te the J bequeath thy poztton :; 
J will that thou have of the ſaid Tree all 
at is wet and dzp. Then ſaid his Don: Fa- 
fr J thank pot, Seon after the Emperoz 
id made thts bequeſt, he dyed. And ſhoztly- 
er the eldeſt Son tok poſſeſſion of the tree. 
Now 
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| The Hiſtory of 4 
Nobo when the ſecond Son beardt this, he 
came to him, ſapinge cy brother, by what lab 
o2 Title occupp you this tree? Deer brother, Þt 
quoth he, A occupyit by this Title, my Iz; 
ther gabe me all that is under tbe earth, and an 
abobe ot the ſaid Tre, by reaſon thereof the Jil 
Tre 1s mine ? Unknowing to the quoth the 
ſecond bzother , be gabe unto me all that ty 
great and ſmall ofthe ſaid Tre, and there 
foze I habe as great right in the Tree as pou, 

T bis hearing the third Son be came to then 
and ſaid, Py well beloved bzethzen, it bebo. X 
veth you not to ſizibe foz this Tree fo: I have al 
as much right in the tree as ye: ive by the laid, 
pe wot that t he laſt Mill c Teſtament oughFein: 
— ſtand, foz of truth he gabe me of the la ju 
trie all that i ts wet and d?p, and therefoze thaſſten 
Tree by right fs mine? but foz as much-aÞot! 
pour woꝛds are ef great ſoꝛce, and mine alſyPig 
my counſelis, that we be judged by reaſon gh 
fo2 it is not god noꝛ commendable that ſtriß Mt 
ez diſlention ſhould be among us. Mere beſa Ki 
dwelleth a King full of reaſon, therefozeiſſend⸗ 
avoid {trite let us go to him, and each af en 
Jap his right befoze bim, & as be ſhall judge 
let us ſtand ts his judgment: then ſatd hi Int 
15:ethzen,thy counſel is god, wherekoze the or 
went all thz& unto the King of Keaſon, an: 
eachefthem ſcverally ſkewed fozth his rig by 
unto him, as it is ſaid beioꝛt. au 
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Mb en the King had beard the Titles, be 
hearſedthem all again ſeberally,firſt ſaying 
i the eldeſt Son, thus: Pou ſay (quoth tbs 
ing) that pour Father gave youall that is 
der the Earth and abobe the earth, of the 
id Tree. And to the ſecond Bꝛother he be⸗ 
eathed all that is great and ſmall of that 
te. And to the third other be gabe all 
Wat is wet and dp. 
And with that he laid the Law to them, 
d ſaid, that this Mill eught to ſtand, 
Now mp dear friends, bziefly I call ſatiCſ- 
eſt all your requeſts :; and when be had thus 
pid, be turned him unto the Eldeſt bzother, 
wing, Pp dear friend, if pou liſt to abide 
judgment of Right it behoveth you to be 
then Bld of the Right Atm. Wp Lozd 
Math he) pour will hall be done. Then the 
Ing called foz a diſcræt Phyſition,commane 
ang bim to let him blood. 
tri ahen tbe eldeſt ſon was thus letten blod 
king ſatd unto them all thee ? Py dear 
ds where is pour Father buried? then 
lwered they and ſatd, fezſoth my Loꝛd, in 
dg a place. Anon the Bing commanded to 
in the ground foz the body, and to take a 
thee cut of his bzeaſt , and to burp the body 
alin : and lo it was dene. And when the 
ige was taken gut,? King commanded that 
-$$9U1d be laid in the blod of the Elder 
3B:other, 


I) be Hiſtory of 
bzother , and it ſhould lie till it bad receive) 
kindly the blood, and then to be laid in the, 
tun and dꝛied, 6 after that it ſhould be wan 
with clear water: his. Servants fulftlled al 5 
that he bad commanded? and when they be i 
gan to waſp, the blood vaniſhed clean away” 
when the King ſaw this he ſaid to the ſeconſ,” 
ſon, tt behobeththat thou be letten bled af; 

thy bzother wag. Then ſaid he: By Lozdhh, 
will (hall be fulfilled, and anon he was dong 
unto like as bis Bꝛother was in all thing 
and when they began to waſh the bone, tie 
bled vanißbed away. Then taid the King i',, 
the third Hon, it behoberh the to be lein 
biesd likewiſe, He antwered and ſaid , Me 
Lord, it pleaſeth me well ſo to be. then th 
youngeſt bꝛotber was letten blood, and dof 
unto in all things as bis two bzethzen w 

befoze, then the Kings Serbants began! 
waſp rhe bone, but neither fez waſhing nj 
rubbing migbt they do away the blood of i 
bone, but it eber appegred bloody, whent] vo 

King ſaw this, he laid „ tt appeareth op 0 : 
now that this blrod is of the nature of all t 
bone, thou art bis true ton and the other i. 
are baſtards, J judge thee the trie foz eberinl nan 
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The Moral. 3 
Dear Friends, this Emperoz betekem 
ciir Loeb J. (18 Cheiſt, wbieh bare a Sh 
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ibed if ſilver with fibe red Roles, that is, his body 
tügttat was ſo fair, ſo clear and moze radient 
. Aden any ftlber , accozding to the Pſalmiſt : 
Pyecioſus forma præ fillis hominum, that is, 
4 he was more fair: then all the children of 
Va) nen.15y the fibe red roſes we underſtand bis 
five wounds,wbich he ſuffered 'foz mankind. 
and by the King of Egypt we underſtand the 
Wevilagainſt whom he feugbtall the time of 
is life, and at the laſt he was lain faz man- 
"111d. Nebertheleſs befoze bis death, he made 
is A eftament ta his theo ſons. | 
By the firſt,to whom he gabe ofthe tree, all 
that was under the earth and abobe the earth 
ee underſtand ſurh mighty men, and others 
rf all eſtates in this Wozld; as are not con- 
tent with their callings, ſeek ambit iaully the 
bberſion of others, to magniſte and exalt 
\ MibemCſelbes. By the ſecond Son, to whom be 
Save all of the tree that was great and ſmall, 
re underſtand ſuch woꝛldly wife men in this 
 Yidoz1d,which in their ſubtilty attempt to win 
ez loſe all. Ey the third ſon, to whom he gabe 
all that was wet and dey of the tree, we un⸗ 
erstand ederp god Cbꝛiſtian Prince, Noble⸗ 
nan, Pajeſtrate, oz Peanoz- Perſon in 
der p Common⸗ wealth - wherefoever, which 
Jeicbewing all ambition and cobetouſneſs) 
Molding bimſelf content with the pzobidence 
if God, and in bis own calling, labouretb 
| iri'p 
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trulp to do god unto all men ; yea, thoug! by 
bimſelf ſuſtain injuries, ſuffering now ſolactÞ" 
then care, now riches, then pobertp : pet reÞ 
ceibeth all this thankfullp, to habe this pee" 
cious Tree thus bequeathedunts them, Thiel 
Tre is the Tre of Paradice, that is ever® 
laſting jop which is giben to us all if we tab 
it thankfully, This ebery man obtaineth not 
therefoze it behobeth them to go to the Ki . 
of Reaſon, that is, unto the Father of Pei 
ben who knoweth all things. The fir& Soy" 
was let blood, and in his blood the bone wan 
laid. By this bone we ſþall underſtand ous 
ſtrong faith in Chꝛiſts merits,s by the bla il. 
the lively and fruitful tap olf god wozks, est 
cieding out of the lame, which are rare thing 
ts be found in thoſe that ek their oton pj! 
vate gain, who when they are let bled by th” 
ſharpLance of Gods Juſtice, and it de eue! 
vliſhed by Dibine Pꝛedication, and made e 
with the Sun of outward pꝛokeſtion, pet bein" 
walbt with the water of ſwelling Pzide,PaI*! 
lice, Gnby, and ſuchlike, then the faith ien 
Cbꝛiſts Perits, is as though we had not u. 
ceived it, and thelibely fruttful ſap of gu 
wozks bath no power to- tarry upon it, buf ! 
vaniſbeth away. And thus it fared with thelſ © 


other two, the firſt and ſecondſons: but th *! 


third Son being contrary unto the other | 
pꝛofeſſion and pzattiſe of life and manners! 42 
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olbe magiſtrate oꝛ mean perton, the bone of 
ice uch a perſon will eber be firm of faith, in 
wbimtelf and towards others, From ſuch 4 
oe Hans bone the bled of livelp fruits (to him⸗ 
ighttif and all others profitable) will never be 
erdoalbed away with the water of wꝛetchednels. 
aut the moze it is died in the Sun of true 
jut al, the better it ia, Such are the true Chil- 
inen of God, of whom our Lozd ſpeaberh 
dus, ye which have forſaken all things for 
anne, that is, pe that babe foſaken the wayof 
hall receive an hundred tĩmes more, that 
0 ve ſþall not onely receive the tre of Para- 
but alſo the heritage of Meaben. Theſe 
er two are Caſtards, becauſe what tþey 
znalheomited in their Baptiſm, they wzougbt all 
Abe contrary,thzoughſtheir wicked living and 
Khereſoze be that deſtreth to obtain the joys 
Ar Peaben,muſt abide ftedfaſtlp in the peo⸗ 
Ion and practice of good life and manners, 
ind then by Chzift be ſhall obtain the trie of 
Paradiſe,unto which be bꝛing us, ' who libe 
lind reigneth for eber, Amen. | 
f The Argument. 
r ql od ſo loved ſinful man, that he ſent his on- 
F ly begotten Son to redeem him out of the 
; theſſj Captivity of the world, to reſt with himin 
ut th the joys of Heaven, 
A The third Hiſtory. 
were there dwelt ſome times a Noble 
mpero named Diocleſian, who loved ex⸗ 
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ceedingly the vertue of charity, wherefoze be 


defired greatly to know what Fowl loved her 
poung beſt, to the intent that be might there- 
by grow to moze perfect charity, it foztuned 
upon a da, that the Emperoz rode to a Foz⸗ 
reft to take his diſpozt whereas be found the 
neft of a great bird called inlattin Struchio 
Cameli , in Engliſh an Oſtridge) with her 
young, the which poung Bird the Empero? 
teok with him, and cloſed her in a Ueſſel of 
glaſs , the Dam of this little Bird followed 


unto the Emperozs Palace, and flew inte 


into the Mall where her poung one was. But 
when ſde tabs ber young one, and could not 
come to her, noz get ber out, ſbe returned @ 
gain ta the Fozreft,o abode there thꝛee days, 
and at the laſt fhe came againto the Palace, 
bearing in her mouth a worm called Thum · 
re and when ſhe came where her poung ont 
was, ſpe let the worm fall upon the glaſs , by 
bertue of which wozm the glaſs brake, the 
Poung one flew fozth with ber Dam. When 
the Empe roꝛ ſaty this, be pꝛaited much the 
Dam of the bird, which loboured fo diligently 
to deliber her poung one. | 
| The Moral: 

Dear friends, this Emperoz is the Fathe 

of Peaven , which greatly lobeth them that 


live in perfect lobe and charity? This little 


bird taten (rom the foꝛreſt, and clifed in $4 
5 a 
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I6laſs, was Adam our Fozefather, which 
was exiled out of Paradiſe and put into the 
Glaſs that is, Pell. This-hearing the Dam 
of the Bird, that is the Son of God, he de⸗ 
ſcended from Peaben, unto. the Fozreſt of 
the WMoꝛld, and lived there thzee dayes bear- 
ing with him a Moꝛm, that is, Panbwod,ac- 
cozding to the Plalmiſt, I am a Worm and 
no man. This was flain among the Jews,sf 
whoſe blood the veſſel external was bzoken, 
and the Bird went out, that is, Adam went 
Jfozth with bis Dam the Son of God, and 
flew to Peaben, 555 


| IT) be Argument. 
Acleanſpirit and undefiled ſoul is the Daughter 
of God ſo dear unto him that he beftows her 
not upon the rich man wanting wiſdom. but 
upon the poor man that is wiſe & liveth in his 
ear, Which if ſne have at any time time tranſ- 
greſt by frailty of fleſh,then ſecketh fe for re- 
covery ofher heal. h by the medicine of amend. 
ment of life:ſuch a ſoul ſhal be eſpouſed to 
Chriſt, and live with him in the World to come 
ce verlaſtingly. 
| .- . Thefourth Hiflory. 
* Dmtime reigned in Romea wozthy Em- 
| pero? 6 a wiſe,which had a fair Daugh- 
ter and a gractous in the fight ol ebery man. 
This Emperoz betbought him on a day, to 
whom be might give his Daughter in marrt- 
age, reaſoning thus: If J gibe my Daugb⸗ 
ter to a rich man, and be be a foel, then is 
the loſt, but if J gibe her to a £092 and a wile 
| B man 
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man, then may he get his living by bis wil 
dom. 

Nhere was at that time dwelling in the 
City ot Rome, à Philoſopher named Socrates 
po2 but wife, which came to the Emperoz 
and ſaid, My Lozd, be not diſpleaſed tþough 
J put fozth mp petition befoze pour Pighneg 
the Emperoꝛ ſatd, ſpeak on: then ſaid So- 
crates, My Loꝛd, ye habe a Daughter whom 
J deſire abobe all things. The Emperoꝛ an 
ſwered and laid: Myfriend:J ſhal give thee 
my Daughter to wite on this condition, 
that if ſhe dye in followoſßip after that ſhe is 
eſpcuſed to thee, thou ſhalt without doubt loſe 
thy head Then ſard Socrates, upon this 
condition J will gladly take her to my wife, 
Abe Emperoꝛ hearingthis, called all þ Lozds 
and States tf his Empire, and made a great 
feaſt at their wedding. And alter tbe feat 
Socrates led home his wite to his own Pouſe, 
where they libed in peaee 6 health long time. 
But at the laſt the Emperoꝛs Daughter ſick⸗ 
ned to death almoſt. UWhen Socrates pet: 
ceived this, heſaidto himſelf, Alas and woe 
is me, what ſþ4} N do, and whether ſþall J 
flee, if ö Empereꝛs Daughter that is my wit? 


Mould die? And foꝛ ſozrow this Socrates went 
to a Fozreſt there beſide and wept bitterly. 
* Fhen while he thus wept e mourned, there 


came an age dman having a ſtaff in his * 
an 
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and asked him why he meurned. Socrates ait- 
ſwered and ſaid ? J eſpouſed the Emperozs 
daughter upon this condition, that ifſhe die 
in my fellotoſpip, A ſhould loſe my life: nots 
the is fickned to death almoſt, and can find 
no remedp noꝛ help, and tberefoꝛe J mourn. 

Then laid the old man: e of god comfoꝛt 
foz I ſhall help pou if ye will do after my coiliſt- 
ſel. In this fozreſt be thz& herbs, if you make 
dꝛink of t be firſt foz your Wife, and of þ other 
two a plaiſter , and if pe uſe this medicinal 
dzilak awd plaiſter in due time, witheut deubt 
be ſþall recover her perfect perfect health, So- 
crates did all that old man had taught bim. 
And then his wife had uſed a while that me⸗ 
decinal dꝛink and plaiſter, within ſbozt time 
— was perfectly whale of al ber ſickneſs. And 

en 5 Emperoꝛ heard that Socrates had ſo re⸗ 
: ered his wite , he pzomotedhim to great 
hone, 
* The Moral. 

Dear friends, the Emperoz is our Lozd Je⸗ 
ſus Chꝛiſt, his daughter fo fair and to graei⸗ 
dus is the ſoul, made to the ſtmilitude of God, 
which is ſo gloztous in che fight of him and 
of his Angels, while that che is not dellled, 
but abideth in her own paper cltanneſs. 
This ſoul God would not give it to a Rich 
man, but to a po, that isa man that is: made 
the lime of the earth. 

| WB 2 This 


The Hiſtory of 
This Socrates is a poo? man, fo whp + 
ebery man commetb poo? & naked into this 
wozld from his mothers bellp, « ebery man 
rakes his ſoul in wedlock upon ſuch conditi⸗ 
on that it the die in his fellowſhip by deadly 
fin without doubt Pe ſhall loſe eternal life, 


Tberetoꝛe O thou man, it thy wife ſicken 
Hough (railty of fleſh, unto ſin, do then as 
Socrates did, go unta the Fozreſt, that is, 
the Church of Chꝛiſt, and thou ſhalt find 
there an old man with a ſtaff, that is a di: 
ſereet Preacher, which ſhal Piniſier unto 
thee theſe thee herbs, whereor map be con- 
fected the medicine of thy recoberp unto 
health. The firſt herb is acknowledging of 
Sinzthe (101d is repentance:s the third ts 
newneſs ot Lite according to the will of God; 
Af theſe tervs be uſed in a plaiſter, the fin- 
ner witheut venbr ſhall rec tbe his bealth, 
and 55 ſoul fol be delivered fro Mn, an) 
{Mredip be ſhal habe everlaſting M, Unto 
| the which-bzing ue gur Leꝛd Jeſus Chzilt, 


» The Argument, 

Mar vfoolim id eots ofthe wor Id, which flow ina: 
, bundan: cofworldly wealth & pomp, 5 
ttc ſha} live here always are 1 d untob- 

the Preachers of Gods world. x admomoniltel 
af their momentany felic ties, & prepare chem 
ſelves in beſtcwing wel their ſhort time here 
t};etabey way coy the bleſboings of everlaſting 

ſelicity in the M ird toccme The fifth Hiſtory. 


* @metime there reignd in Rome a might? 


emperoꝛ and a wile, named Frederick 
bg 
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who had one only Son, whom he lobed much 
This Emperoz when be lap at point of death 
called unto him his ſon, and ſaid: Dear ſon, 
Jhabe a Ball of Gold, which J charge ther 
on mp bleſſing that thou anon after my death 
{halt gibe to the berieſt ol thou canſt find. 

Chen ſaid his ſon: y Lezd, without doubt 
your will ſhall be fulfilled. Anon this poung 
Lozd after the death of his Father went and 
ſought many Realms, «6 found many wzetch- 


„ lets fools, but becauſe he would perfozm his 


fathers will, he lought til he came ro a Realm 
where the law was ſuch py ebery year a new 
King was choſen, who had the ruling of rhe 
Realm foz one pear onlp, and at the pears 
end he was depoſed, 6 exiled into an Juland 
where be finiſhed his life in miſery, When 
the Emperozs ſon came ta this Realm, the 
new King was choſen with great honoz,and 
bought unto his Regal ſeat with much my- 
lick 6 great reberence. And when the Empe- 
roꝛ ſaw that, he came unto him, and ſaluted 
bim reberentlp, taping, Wp Lozd, loe J 


give you this Ball of gold on my fathers be⸗ 


half. Then ſaid he: J pzoy thee tell me the 
the cauſe why thou wiveſt me this Fall: Then 
auſtvered he and laid: My Father charged 
me on his death⸗bed, that J wud give 
this Ball to the moſt fool J could find: where⸗ 
foꝛe J habe ſought many Realms, and have 
found many fools, but a mare fol then thou 

| I 
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J never found: foz it is not unknobon to thee 
that thou ſhalt reign but a pear, and at the 
Pears ends thou fhalt be exiled ints ſuch a 
place, whereas thou ſbalt die a miſerable 
death,wherefoze J hold thee moſt fool that e- 
ber I found, foz as much as fo2 the Lozdſhip 
of a pear thou wilt fo wilfully Joſe thy Celf: 
and therefoze J give thee this Ball. Then 
ſaid the King, Without doubt thou ſapeſt 
truely, and therefoze while Jam now in full 
ꝓcwer of this Realm, J will ſend befoze me 
great trecſure,wherewith J way ſuſtain my 
telt from miſerable death, when J ſhall be 
eric end put dobon. And fo this was done: 
and the years end when he was exiled, be 
Tived there in peace and guietneſs, and after⸗ 
wal b dyed a good dcath. . 


The moral. 


Dear friends this Emperoꝛ is the Father 
of Heaben, the which bequeathed the Wall, 
that ig, wozIdIp riches to tools a d Jdeots, 
who labour nothing but that is earthly. 
This Emperozs Son, is a Pꝛeacber oz dif 
creet Pinilter, that travelletb about many 
Kealms, and Lands, ts ſkew unbeltibing 
men and focls their peril. The. Realm 
wherin na King might reign but a pear, is 
the wozld. Foz who fo libeth an hiundze? 
pear, when he dyerh be shall ſeem to habe 

libed 
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lived but the ſpace of an pear ; therefoze dg 
as the King did while pe be in power ot life, 
fend befoze pou pour treaſure, that is, firm 
Faith in,Chbziſts merits, and the fruits ef 
AE from the ſame3then 
certatnty Uhr we he exiled out of this 
Wozld, we ſhall libe in peace, and ſpall 
find the mercp of God plentifully, whereby 


we ſhall obtain eternal life. Uinto which 
being us, he that foz us ſped his pzectous 


blood. 
The Argument. 
The evil diſpoſed men of this world are here ad- 
vertiſed of their greedy griping after the ſweet 
. temptations of the Devil .whercin ſuch doth 
rejoyce till death cemmeth ſuddenly upon 
them, and then they fall into the horrible pit of 
deſolate darkn fs, due to their defert. 
The fixth Hiſtory. 
9 reigned in the City of Rome, 
in whoſe Empire dwelt a noble Philo⸗ 


'fopher, who by his Art ſet up an Image in 


the midſt of the City of Rome, which Image 
fretched out his Arm, and his lozmoſt 
finger, whereupon ſtood this Pefep bozitten 
in Latine: Percute hic, Strike here. This 
Image after the death ef the Phileſopher 
ſtood a long time, and many great Clarks 
came foz to read the Superſcriptron that was 
on the finger , but none underſtood it; 
wherefoze the people wondzed much. A. 
W 4 laſtt 


a 
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The Hiſtory of 
laſt, a long time after, there came a ſirange 
Clork out of a far Country, and when he law 
the Image he read the ſuperlcription, Strike 
here. And then upon a day when he law the 
ſbadaw of the hand, he took a Mattock, and 
bzoke up the ground under þ hand where the 
ſhadow was accoꝛding to the underſtanding 
of the ſiiperſcription, and anon he found an 
boule eil of marble underneath the ground 
wherein he found ſo much Riches, ſo many 
Jewels, and ſo great Warbels, as he neber 
ſaw betoze. Andatlaſt he ſaw a table ready 


cobered., and all manner ek Things neceſſa- } 


1P there to ſer there upan. Me further beheld 
and ſew a Carbuncle in the Yall that light⸗ 
ed all the Meufe. And againſt this Carbun⸗ 
cle on the other fide, riod a man holding a 
bow ein his hand, and an arrow readp te 
ſheot. The Clerk marbelled much wohen he 
ſaw el! theſe things, and thought with him⸗ 
ſelfe, that if I tell this fozth. there will no 
man believe me, and thereirze J wül habe 
ſcmetobat of theſe goods in token thereot. 
And with that he ſaw a Knife of Gel upon 
the Table, the which he took, and wou 
habe put? in tis belom, tut ttentbe Arch⸗ 
erfmore the Carbuncle and bzake it lobere⸗ 
by the whole Heute was ſhadowed and made 
dartz, ohich when the Clerk perceived wept 
moſt bitterly, fee he knew no wap te get out; 

{0 
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ſoꝛ as much as the Pouſe was made dark 
though the bzeaking of the Carbuncle. And 
the darkneſs abode there foꝛ eber alter. And 
ſo finiſhed the Clerk bis life there in that 
darkneſs. The Moral. 

Dear friends, this Image thus ſtanding 
betokens the Debil, which ſarth ebermoze, 
Strike here, that ig,ſrek after toseldly Riches 
and not foꝛ Þeabenip Treaſure; Ch is Clerk 
that digged with the Marrock, doth betoken 
the woꝛldly wiſe men of this Wiozld, as ebil 
diſpoſed Pleaders ofthe Law, cratty Artoz- 


| 1eys and ether wicked worldlings, that be e- 


ber ſntiting what by right, and whar by 
wꝛang, ſo that they may get the banities ef 
the Moꝛld: and in their ſnitting they find 
great wanders, that is, they find therein 
the delights of the wozld, wherein many men 
rejopce. The Carbuncle that giveth light 
is the pouth of man, which giveth hardineſs 
to take their pleaſure in world riches, The 
Archer with his Arrow is Death, which laps 
watch againſt man to flap bim. The Clerk 
that took up the Knife, betokeneth every 
woeldly man, that cobeteth eber to habe all 
things to his will, Till death kmitetb the 


Carbuncle, that is, the pouth, ſtrength 


and power of man, and then lieth he 
Bzapped in the darkneſs of fin, in 
which darkneſs oftentimes be dpeth. 

Zbercfoze 


— 


TheHiſtory of 
Therefozefſtudy we to fly the Moeld and 
her vain delights, « then we ſhall be ſure to 
vin everlaſting life, unto which Chꝛiſt Jefug 
bing us all, Amen. . 
| The Argument. | 
We are here generally put in mind, thai the De. 

vil beſieging the World, our Champion Chrift 
Jeſus is ready to take our quarrel ;nco his own 
hand, who deſcending ang ſaving us fi oi the 
invalion and circumvention of Satan, js yet 
accurſed for vs as a tranſgreſſor, and is content 
to ſufer de 3th for our full juſti cation. 


The ſeventh Hyſtory. a 


7 N Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Empe 
7 ro2 named Titus, who oꝛdained in bis days 
ſuch a law, that What Knigbt died in the 
Empire ould be buried in his Armour, and 
tohsſoever pꝛeſum'd to ſpoil anplinight of his 
Armour after he was dead, ſhould dye with⸗ 
out any gain⸗ſaping. It befel after few years 
that a City of the Empire was in danger of 
the Emperozg enemies, and was in danger 
cf lofing, foz- none that were in the City 
could defend themſelbeg by any manner of 
policy,wherefoze great ſozrow and lamenta⸗ 
tion was made thzoughout the City. 

But at ſaft within feto daps, tbere came 
to the City a young Knight, well-faboured, 
and baliant in feats of Arms, whom the 
woꝛthy mencf the City beholding, and un⸗ 


derſtanding his pꝛewels, cryed to him with 
one 
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one boyce : D thou moftnoble Knight, we 
beltech thee to help ua now at our muſt need, 
foꝛ you map ſee this City is like to be loft, 
Then he anſwered and laid: Strs, pe ſee J 
habe no Armour, but if J had, A would de⸗ 
fend Pour City. 

This hearing a mighty man of the City, be 
ſaid to him ſecretlp ; Sir, here lived ſome⸗ 
time a baltant Knight who now is dead and 
buried within the City, and it it Pleaſe pou 
to take his Armour, ye map defend this 
City and deliber us frem peril, and thet 
will be honour unto peu, and pzotir unto the 
Cizp. 

be poung Knight hearing this, went to 
the Gzabe and arrayed Himſelf with the 
Armour: and after much fight obtaind the 
bictozp, and delibered the City. Which 
done, be laid the Armour again in the 
Gzave, But there were Come men of the 
City who enbied him becauſe be had obtaind 
the bitezp, end accuſed him to the Judge, 
laping thus: Sir, a Law was made by the 


| Eniperoz, that whoſoever diſpoiled any dead 


Knight of his Armour ſhould die, This 
young Knight found a dead Knight, and 
took awaphis armour, therefoze J beſech the& 
thou pꝛoced in 5 law againſt him with equit- 
ty 6 Juſtice, in gibing him ſevere puniſhment 
fo: lo effending the Law. UWhen the — 
ear 


+ 
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heardthis, he made the Knight tobe taken 
and when be was examined of this his trel⸗ 


paſs egainſt the Law, he laid thus: Sir, it 


is weitten in the Law, that of two Harms 
the le aſt is to ve chcſen. It is not unknown 
to pol, that this City was in peril to be 
loſt, and had J not taken this Armour, FJ had 
neither ſabed pou nn2 the Citp, therctoze 
methinks pou ougbt rather to honour ine fo 
this good deed that J habe done, then thus 
ſhamelully tu repꝛabe me: foꝛ J am led as he 
that is ready to be hanged, Alſo good Sirs, 
another thing J may alledge foꝛ my excuſe: 
he that ſtealeth oz robbeth biolentlp, purps: 
ſeth not to reſtoꝛe the thing which be ſtealeth 
but it is not thus with me, ſoꝛ though J tot 
the Armour cf the dead Unight fo2 your de⸗ 
fence and lategard, when Jhad obtaind the 
bitcey, I bare it again to the ſame place, 
and to the dead Knight, tohoſe it is bp the 
Lat. 

Then laid the Juſtice, a Thiek that bzeak- 
eth a Houle that he may ſteal and bear away 
ſuch as he can find, altheugh he being again 
that he bath taken, J ask of thee it that the 
b:eaking of the Houſe be lawfull oz not ! 
The Knight anſwered, ſometimes. the 
bzeaktng of the houſe map be good, whereas 
it is made in a feeble place, which would 
eauſe the Maſter of the Pz3uſe to mode Ty 

OL 
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wall ſtronger, that the Theebes afrer bzeak 
not by tozce the walls ſo lightly, ſo: aboiding 
ofmoze harm. 

Then ſatd the Judge, if the bzeaking of 
the Pouſe be good, nevertheleſs in that 
bzeaking, biolence is done to the Lozd of 
the houſe And ſo though thou didft reſtoze 
the Armour of the dead Knight, neberthe⸗ 
leſs thou didſt wzong to the dead Knigbt in 
taking awayhis Armour. The Knight ſaid, 
J habe told pou, that of two harms the leaſt 
is to be choſen; &that harm where thzough 
great goodneſs cometh, ought not to be cal- 
Jed barm, it ſhould rather be called good. 
Foz if a houſe within rhe City were on fire 
and began to burn, it were better that their 
0 four houſes thereby ſhould be thzown to the 
ground, then that they ſhould be ſet on fire 
alſo, whereby all the City wauld be burned, 
right ſo, if the Armour of the dead Knight had 
not been taken, the City had been loft. 

And when the Judge heard that he anſwe- 
ted lo well and fo reaſonably, he could give 
no judgment againſt him. But thep who had 
accuſed this Knight, flew him? fo2 whoſe 
death there was great weeping thzoufſygut 
all the City, and his body was bonourably 
buried in a new Tomb, | 

The Moral. 

Dear Friends this Emperoz is the Father 

Bf 
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of heaven. « this City is the wozld, which as 
beſieged of the Devil and deadly fin, and as 
many as were within the Cirp, were all peri ſy 
to be loſt. This young Knight that came to 
the Ctty,ts our L oed Jeſus Chzift, who bad ge 
not the Armour of humanity , till he went to 
the grave, that is, the womb cf rhe glozicug lig 
Uirgin Mary , by the annunciation of the * 
Angel, laping, The holy Ghoſt ſhall light on the 
thee, &c, Lo, thou ſhalt conceive and bear: tim 
Son. And thus in the womb of the Uirgin he me! 
tik the armoꝛ of the dead unight, that is, the ber 
manhood ef Adam our tozefather, «ſabed the % 
citp, that is, the woꝛld and mankind, by his], t 

bleſſed paſſion that he ſuffered on rhe croſs, 4 If 
he put the Ar moꝛ again into the grabe, bohen 
his bleſſed body was buried, but the citizen 
enbied bim, that is, the Jews accuſed him tu 
Pilate, ſaping : If thou ſuffer him thus thouſ, 
art not Cæſars friend?wehavealaw,and after 
the law he ought to dy, ſoh. 19.21, And thus 
cur Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt of his enemies wan, 
condemned to death of 5 croſs.,gafter alen. 
ded up to heaben, whither he being us. Amen, 
| The Argament. 1 
The fornication of wicked worldly men is 
here directed by the providence of God 
and by his gracious favour ; the ſinner i, 
delivered out of thraldom of ſin, unto the eto 
liberty of life everlaſting, 1 
ie 
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The eight Hiſtory. 

Pere reign'd ſomtime in Romea mighty 

. 'Empero? and a wiſe, named Berold, 
f vbo oꝛdained a Law, that what woman was 
X laben in adultry, ber husband being alive,the 
honld be caſt into perpetual Pziſon, There 
vas that time a Knight þ had a fair Lady to 
is wife, who committed adultry her husband 
being alibe, and was with child, therefoze by 
he Tw ſhe was put in pziſen, where in ſhozt 
time ſhe was deliberediol a fair ſon. The child 
new up till be waa ſeben years old e his mo⸗ 
her daily weptbitterly:which when the child 
heard, he ſaid unto her, O other why weep 
e thus, ? and foꝛ what cauſe are pou thus 
ferplexed 2 Then ſard his Wother : O tp 
wert Son, J habe great cauſeto mourn, and 
tue allo, foe abobe aur heads are people walk⸗ 
ng, and the Sun ſhineth in ciearneſs, and 
be be here continually in ſuch darkneſs,that 
can neither ſee thee noꝛ thou me. Alas that 
bal er J conceibed thee, Then laid the Son, 
en ch joy as you fpeak of I never ſaw, foz I 
as bozn here in this darkneſs, therefoze ik 
bad meat and dꝛink enough J ſbould live 
all my life: Therefoze other weep not 
t be chearful. This lamentation that was 
ween the Mother «the Son the Emperozs 
feward heard, that ſtood abobe their heads 
ereof be had great compalsion, and went 
to 


n is 

od 
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to the Emperoz, and kneeling beſought him 


of his Gzace, that the Mother and the Sen 
might be delivered out of Pziſon. The Em 
pero? as a mercityfl Lozd granted that the) 
fþould be deltbered. Nebertheleſs, if they 
treſpaſſed ſo in time to come, they ſhould be 
puniſhed with double pain. And after the 
was delivered ſhelived jopfully. | 
| The Moral. 

Dear Friends, this Emperoz is Father of 
Heaven that made the Law, that what mar 
ried woman, that is, what ſoul that is el poul 


0 
b 


i 
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ed to the Loꝛd, & doth commit adulterp, that he 
is, doth wozſhip ſtrange Gods, ould be cal 

into the Pꝛiſon of Þell, therefoze rhe ſinful ne 
ſoul hath great cauſe to weep, fo: ſpe is dey |; 
barred from light. that is, from the joys of d 
Heaben, Per Son that deſired meat an al 
dzink, are the wealthy wicked UWozldlings 


that ſayto the Pꝛeachers that pꝛeach unn hat 
them the joys of Peaben, that while we mayſ;,, 
live and habe all the ſolace of the wozld, ih a; 
deſtre no other Peaben. The Steward jthall ind 
heard their lamentation is the Lozd Jeſuſ gi 
Chꝛiſt, who knowing all the pꝛibities of oil lid 
lozrobotull and repentant hearts fog our fins Ja 
belougbt the Father of Þeaben loz us, tha zer. 
we might ve delivered from the p2iſon of U gro: 
and ſo come ts eberlaſting life, Unto which 

he being vs all. Amen. | thus 

| ö 
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Cirilt proclaimeth the joytul f.aft of heaven. 
whereto the lame, that is,the poor Preachers of 
Emme Goſpel; having their fight of knowledge in 
hey Gods Word, fuported by the blind Laity, and 
each mutually comforting either they approach 
unto the proclaimed feaſt of perpetual felieity. 
) bf 1 The ninth Hiſtory 
If Omettme in Rome dwelt an Empero2na- 
Omen Pompey, who abobe all other things 
— | was mercifull, This Emperez pꝛoclaimed 
rf 4zougheut all bis Empire a great Feaſt,and 
"ary tat pooz 6 rich ſhould come to the feaſt, and 
our whoſoeber came to that feaſt ſhould not onlp 
val de well fed, but alta be ould habe great gifts 
When the erauld bad warned all man» 
Full ner of men to come to this Feaſt, at that 
del time there were two pooz men Iping by the 
"| bay, the one being lame, and the other blind. 
ay alas, ſaid one of theſe men to the other, woe 
WW to us both, bow ſball we do? fo the Emperoz 
wy hath pzoctafmed a Feaſt, and whoſceber 
A cometh thither, ſwall not only be well fed, but 
co ſball babe great gifts, and J am blind 
oy and thou art lame, bow ſhal we do? Then 
en aid the lame man to the blind man J wal 
oi give tber good countel, if thou wilt ds after me 
I am lame, and feeble, and may not go, ne- 
berthelels J can ſe, and thou art blind but 
Utrong: take thou me upon thy back and beer 
bi'Yme, and J ſpal direct the right way, and 
11095 we hal bath come ro the Emperozs feaft 
| C Then 
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Then ſaid the blind man let it be lo, get thou 
cn my back, and J ſpall bear thee, and guide 
thou me, and ſo thep did, and came both to 
the feaſt, and received great rewards, and 
alter ended their libes in peace. 
| The Moral. 

Dear friends, this Emperoz is our Sabt- 
our Jeſus Chzilt, that pzeclaimeth a Feaſt, 
that is, the jops of Peaben, unto the which 
jops he calleth all Mankinde, and fozſaketh 
no man that will come unto him. This lame 
man betokeneth 5 pooz Miniſters of # Goſpel 
which wanting,wozldly wealth, libe by tht 
P2obidence of God; And this blind man 
betokeneth the Lay-men, whoknow not the 
right wap to heaven. It behobeth the Din? 
man, that is, the Lap men, to bearthe lame 
man, that is. the Piniſters of the Golpe⸗ 
ſuſtaining 6 feeding them with the duties-df 
the Church: andthe Miniſters in Gods cauſt 
gre boun dto tesch and to infazm. us in tht 
way to Heaven, whereas we wall not only" 
bade a feaſt, but alto great reward and 10h. J 
Unto which God being us all. Amen. m 

Tie Argument. 
Heavenand Hell are here compared to two Ci; lt 

ties, theſe Citſes are two contrary ways * t0 

Heaveri(whichis the City of all heavenly trea . cu 

ſure and felicity) is a narrow, crooked, craggy hi 
and painfull way, having three enemies, thi 

Dey;l,the World and the Fic.n To Hel (being t 

the 


reel ee 


only 
jo} 


» Ci. 
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the City or fink of forrow and ſadneſs) a fair: 
way; broad, plain, and: eafie, having three 
guides, that 15, Pride of life, Covetoujneſs of 

the eys, and Concupiſcenee of the fleſn. 

The tenth Hiſtory. 
Ometime in Rome dwelt an Emperoz 
named Folliculus, who was bery wiſe and 
mercitul in all bis wozks. This Emperoz 
butlded in the Eaft a Noble City, wherein be 
put all bis treaſure to be kept. Unto this 

City the way was ſtony, full of 1Bzanibles 

and iharp Thoznes,and thꝛee Knights were 

armed ready to fight with them that would 
come to that Citp. Therefoze the Emperoz 
edained that whoſeever overcame theſe 

Knights ſhould enter the City, and take at his 

will of the Emperozs treaſure. After that 

this Emperoꝛ did make in the Nozth a. City 
wherein be ozdained all manner of pain, ſgz- 
row , and tozmenting foz malefactozs, to 
which was a bzoad wap very delectable,grow- 
ing full of Koſes and fair Lillies,and in their 
way were thz&@ Knights eber waiting, if any 
man came towards the City of the Nozth, to 
ſerbe him with all manner of delicates and 
neceſſary pꝛobiſton, And if it koztuned 
that any man did enter within that City, the 
cuſtome was luch, that the people would bind 


a$8fhim band and foot, and cacf bim inte peifon 
being there to abide theſentence of the Judge. 


the 


When this was cryed thꝛeughout all the 
C 2 Empire 
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Empire, there were two Rnights dwelling 
in one City, one named Jonathas, who was 
a wile man, the other called Pirrhus, who 
was a Fool, nebertheleſs there had continued 
between them great lobe. This Jonathas 
ſatd to Pirrhus, Dear friend there is a com- 
mon crp made th2oughout all the Land, that 
the Emperoꝛ bath made a Citp in the Eaft, 
wherein be bath put his treaſure,and whoſo- 
eber may enter that City, ſhall take what he 
will of the treaſure, therefoze let as ge thi⸗ 
ther- 

Then ſatd Pirrhus, ThyCeunſel is good, 
let us go. The wiſe Knight ſaid, If it be ſo 
that thou wilt fcoflotp mp counſel, J pzay the 
that faithful friendſþbip map continue be- 
tween us, and in token of lobe thou ſhalt 
dzink my blood, and J will dzink thine, on 
this condition, that neither of us leabe other 
in this jaurnep. The Fooliſh Knight ſaid, 
tt pleaſeth me right well, therefoze thep were 
both let blood, and each of them dzank others 
blood, When this was dene, they went foztb 
together on their journep, and when thep 
had gone thee days journey toward the City 
where their treaſures was, they came to 8 
place where were two waps, one ſparp, al.d 
ftonp, and full of Thoznes, the other fair, 
and plain, and full of delights. Then ſaid 
the wiſe Knight to his fellow: Dear Friend, 

hers 
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here are two ways, one ſharp and thoꝛnp, 
nevertheleſs if we go this wap, we ſhall come 
toa City that is ſo rich, and there we ſhall 
habe that we defire, Then ſaid the fooliſh 
Knight to his fellow, J wonder greatlp at 
you, that you will ſpeak ſuch things, foz 
J will rather beleebe mine epes then your 
wozds. I ſ& here openly, and fo do pou, that 
here is a hard wap and full of thozns, and 
as I habe beard there be thꝛee Champions 
armed in this wap ready to fight againſt all 
men that go towards the City of the Eaſt, and 
therefoze J will not go that way, but here is 
(as you map ſee) another way plain and eafie 
to walk in, and in this way are thzee Knights 
ready to ſerbe us, and gibe all manner of 
things delightfull fo2 us: and therefoze by 
this way will J go, and not by that other 
wap. Then ſaid the wiſe Knight Certainly 
if we go by that way, we ſball be led into 
the City of the Nozth, wherein there is no 
mercy, but perpetual pain and fozrow, and 
there we ſþall be taken and bound and caft 
into pzifon, Certainly ſaid the fooliſh Anight, 
this way is the ready way, and as J beltebe 
it is moze pꝛoſitable then the other way. Then 
went theybotb fozth the fair way, and anon 
beer Knights met with them, which re⸗ 
ceibed them courteouſip foz one night, and 


gabe them all manner of things that were 


pleaſant 
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Pleaſant to them. And onthe mozrow they 
[ok their journep fozth toward the Citp, and 
when they were within the Citp, anonche 
Emperoꝛs Officers met with them, and ſaid, 
Friend, why came pe hither? inſomuch that 
pe knew the Law of this City is fo cruel of 
long time heretofoze:ſurelp pe ſhall be ſerbed 
now after the Law. Anon they took the 
wiſe Knight, and bzought him, and caft him 
into pꝛilan, and aſter that they took the foollſh 
Knight, and beund him faſt, and caſt him 
into à Ditch. Son after it befell that the 
Judge came to the Citp to gibe judgment on 
them that had trelpaſſed the Law, and anon 
all the pꝛilaners were bzought fozth befoze 
the Judge, among hom theſe two Knights 
were beought fozth, one from pꝛiſon, and the 
other from the ditch. Then ſaid the wiſe 
Knight to the Judge: Pp reberend Lodz 
JI complain of my fellow that is guilty of mp 
death: toz when we two came to the two 
waps, where the one led to the City of the 
Eaſt, and the other to this City, J told him 
ali the peril of this City, and the reward 
of that other City, but be would not beliebe 
me, butſatd to me in this wiſezJ will belæbe 
mine own cyes better then thy words, aud 
necauſe be was mp fellow, Iwould nat let him 
go alone in this way: and thus came J with 
him, whereicze he is the cauſe of my death, 

They 
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Chen ſaid tbeſcoliſþ knight, JF-complain that 
he is the cauſs of my death: foz it is net un⸗ 
known to pou all, that Jam à Fol and he a 
wife man, and therefoee: he ſpould not (o 
lightly babe followed my: follp,. (oz if he had 
fozſaken this wap, J ſhould: have followed 
bim, and therefoze he is cane of mp death. 
Chen ſaid the Judge to the wiſe Ruight, be⸗ 
cauſe that thou witb all the wildom, ſo !ightip 
conſentedſi and followedit the will of the (1, 
and his fcoliſh wozks: and thou Fool,becauſe 
thou didſt reject the good counſel and advice 
of the wiſe, and wouldeſt not beleibe him, 
I gibe Judgement, that ye both be hanged 
fo2z2 pour treſpaſs; andsſa it was done. 
Wherefoze all men pꝛaiſed greatly the _ 
foz his diſcre&t judgement. 
Ihe Voral. 

Dear Friends, this Emperoz is aimighty 
God, and n the Eaſt is the City of Meaben 
wherein is treaſure infinite: And unto this 
City is a bard way and full of Thozns, tha t 
is, rhe way of Kepentance; by which wap 
ful few walk: foz it is brd and ſtraighr 
accozding ro the holy Scripture, ſaping thus 
Arcta eſt via quæ ducit ad vitam, It ig 8 
ſtraight way that leadeth to everlaſting life; 
In this wap are thꝛee armed Knights, that 
is the Debil, the UWozld, and the Flech: 
with whom it beheobeth us to fight, and 0 
C 4 obtain 
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obtain the victozy, befoze we may come to fir: 


Þeaven. The ſecond: City that is in the |! 
Nozth, is Þell ; and to this acco2deth the | 
ſcripture, ſaying thus, Ab aquilione ponetur I 
omne malum : Out of the Nozth cometh ell 
ebil. Certainly to this City the way is plain 
and bꝛoad, and walled about on ebepr fide | 


with all manner of delights, wherefoze ma- Wieſt 
ny men walk by this way, The thze Knights kn! 


that giveto every man going this wap what 
thing they pleale, are theſe, Pride of life, 
Cobeteuſneſs of the eys, and Concupiſcence Þ 
of the fleſh : in which thzee the wzetched 
man greatly delighteth, and at the laſt they 
lead him ro Mell. This witry Knight be⸗ 
tokencth the ſoul, and the fooliſh Knight be: 
tokeneth the fleſh, which is always foolitþ 
and at all times ready to do ebil. Theſe two 
are lellowos and knit in ene: foz either of 
them d2ink others blood, that is, thep ſþall 
d2ink of one cup either of joy oz pain, which 
they ſhall habe after the day of Doom. 
The foul chooſeth the wap of repentance 
and in as much as ſhe map, ſhe ftirreth the 
flech to do the ſame. But the fleſy never 
thinketh what ſhall come after, and therefoze 
&e goeth in the delights of this Moꝛzld, and 
flieth tbe the bertue of Kepentance.And thus 
the ſoul after death is caſt into Pell, aud the N. 
fleſb is caſt into the ditch, that is, into the 
| | grabe. 
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nabe. But when the Judge commeth, that 
J's, our Loꝛd Jefus Ohzeift, at the laſt day to 


udge all mankind, Then the Soul fþall 
complain upon the fleſh, and the fleſþ upon 
theſoul : But then the Judge, that cannot 
je deceibed ſhall condemn the Soul, becauſe 
fe followed the frailty of the fleſh, and the 
leſh becauſe it would not beliebe the Soul, 
mherefoze let us ſtudy to tame our fleſp that 
be may obep God, and then we ſhall babe 
terna? life, Unto which bzing us our Lozd 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, Amen. 
The Argum nt. 
he Soul of man being poſſeſt of the Princely 
Territory of Paradiſe, was by the Devil provo- 
led io ſin ag: inſt her Creator, and for the ſame 
ranſpreſs10n (being thence into the World ex- 
led) ſoft that heritage: but by Chriſts bleſſed 
Death and Paſsion was reſtoted to amore happy 
heritage of ever laſting felicicy. 
Tt ecleventh Hiſtory. 

Pere dwelt ſometime inRome a mighty 

Emperoꝛ named Frederick, which had no 
hild, but one only Daugbter, to whom 
is Emperoꝛ after his deceaſe bequeathed all 
is Empire. This underſtanding an Earl 
atdwelt there beſide, he came to this potung 
dp and weoed her, and pzoboked her to 

all that he might: wherebp this poung 
dy in ſhozt pꝛoceſs oftime inclined te the 
part, and this Earl anon lap with her and 
defiled 


* 
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defiled her: and alter that he dzabe her fromme. 
her heritage and exiled her out of the Empire, il { 
wherefoze ſhe made great lamentation, and 
fled. unto a Realm there befide, where L 
datly wept and meurned. | | 

It beiel after on a dap, that while ſþe cat ; | 


riding by her a fair poung Knight upon aſl 
JBozſe , whoa came towards her a greatſhou 
pace, and berp courteauſiy ſaluted her, as 
ing ber the cauſe why ſhe mourned ſo ſoze 
Then anſwered ſhe and ſatd: My reverendM 
Loz0, I am an Emperozs daughter, deg 
ſcended of Royal blood, my Father is deadM! 
who leit me all his Empire, becauſe he hal 
no ether Heir. And after his deceaſe anſſitli 
Earl there beſide deceived me, def(ow2edſeod' 
mp virginity, and after that he put me bis 
lently out of mp heritage, fo that now IſÞ 
am tain to beg mp bzead from dez to dozzz he 
a,d this is the cauſe of my ſozrow- Thengult : 
ſaid the Knight : Fair Damtel, J babe greaizplo? 
compaſsion on thy beauty and on thy com 
lineſs: therefoze if thou wilt grant me off 
thing, I will fight foz thee again the Ear 
and J wil aſſure the the victozy, Then taid ſt 
Alas god ſir, I have nothing that J map git 
unto you but my ſelf; And J ask no moe 
of the, ſatd the Knight, but that thou would 


he my wife, and lobe no man ſo mich app 
me 


0 


n 


he 
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R. Then ſaid ſhe ; Keberend fir, that A 
jill do gladly, and moze if J might. Then 


wid the night: J will that thou do nothing 
me, but if it foztune me to die in the fight 


the, and obtain the victozy, thou ſhalt 


atike my bloody fþirt, and hang it upon a beam 
M1t;y Chamber: and this thou ſhalt do foz 


vo cauſes : The firft is, that whenſoeber 
ou be holdeſt the ſbirt, thou ſhalt weep ſoz 


f. The ſecond is, that whatſoeber man 
(meth to we thee to be his wife, thou ſþalt 


en baſtilp run unto thy Chamber and there 


holding mp bloody ſhirt , think hartil 
thin thy ſelf thus. 

be 1 of this ſpirt died foꝛ my lobe in 
attle, by which be recobered my heritage. 
od toꝛbid J ſhould rake any other man af- 


r bis death. Thenſaid ſhe, Reverend fir, 


Mthis Il (bal fulfill by the grace of God. Aud 


hen the Knight heard this, be aſſayed to 
jbt againſt the ſaid Earl, and obtained the 
tozp , and the Earl was obercome and 


, and this young Lady was bzought and 
Peeibed again into her heritage. Nevberthe- 
Wis the Knight was deadly wounded in 


it battel, whergpf-be died: but ere he died 
| bequeathed his bloody ſhirt unto this 
imſel, defiring her to keep her p2zomiſe. 
ben this young Lady heard of his death ſhe 


t ſo;e, foz in bis ſhirt was wꝛought thus. 


hink 
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Think on me and have in mind, 
Him that to thee was ſo kind. 
Anon when fhe had received this ſpinſſt i; 

ſhe banged it upon a beam in her Chambe 
and as oft asſhe beheld it, ſhe wept bitte 
ly. It befell not long after, that the Stat, 
of the Empire came to ber, and defired he 
to take an husband: but then ſhe went t 
her chamber, and beheld the bloody ſhir odr 
and waxed ſcerotofull, and ſatd oftentimehicsj 
woe and alas, rhou ſufferedft death foz m 
lobe, and thou alſo recoberedſt again my hifi 
ritage ? God fozbfd that J ſhould take an 
other man but thee. And thus the anden 
every man that came to her: and ſo thiYch; 
went away diſappointed of thetr purpoſe, an 
ſhe ended her lite in reſt. 
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Dear Frieds, this Emperoꝛ is the Fathe 
of Heaven, and this Daughter is the S0 
of Man, made to the ſtmilitude of God: tt 
whom he gabe and bequeathed the Empires 
Paradiſe. But there came the Earl, that 
is, the Devil, and pzoboked her to fin, wh 
ſbe eat of the Apple, And ſaid to ber thug: 
In what hour ye eat of this Apple ye ſhall be 
Gods. Wherefoze we breaking Gods Con 
mandement wer extled out of Paradiſe, i 
libe in this Wozld in great tozetchedneſs 


by 
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che Scripture ſaith : In the ſweat of thy 
Tee thou ſhale eat thy bread. But then 
Ine a fair poung Knight, and a ſtrong» 
int is, our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, who had 
WS npaſsion upon Pankind, and taking up- 
tei him our fleſh and blood, gabe battle to the 
tahedil and sbercame him: and thus wone 
vs: again our Peritage. Therefoze let us 
e as this poting Ladie did, let us lap this 
irt hodp ſhirr, that is the remembꝛance of the 
Sion of Chꝛiſt on the beam of our hearts, 
us think how our Lozd Jeſus ed his pꝛe ; 
Fious blood foz us. And if any man, that 
, if the Devil, oꝛ anp other would ſtir us 
in, let us think pꝛeſently on the paſston 
NMcbzict, ſaping thus : J wil take none other 
gutthee, who haſt ſþed thy blood foz me, and 
hus hal we win everlaſting lite. Unto 
phich God being us all. Amen. 
| The Argument, 
e are here generally advertiſed of honouring 
the Sabbath day: how, for the redecming of 
Mime, to be occupied in ghoſtly contemplation, 
iff profitable to the ſoul and body · Alſo Preach- 
ers of Gods Word oftentime, for ſaying truth 
purchaſ- ill will. f we beſtow our talents in the 
implyfying of our Faith, and furthering one 
Jo anorher with good works, we ſhall in them lu- 
MF heric the fruition of eternal life prepar. d for 
Chriſts Elect. The twelfth Hiſtory. 


Rome ſometimes dwelt a mightie Em⸗ 
perour named Apollonius, Who ozdained 
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a Law, that ebery man upon pain of deat, 
ſhould celebzate the dap of his Natibit!,,. 
This Empero? called ts them a Clark tha... 
was bight Virgil and fatd : Pp dear Masten 
there be many hanious offences done in ml, 
Empire contrary to the Law, therefoze 
pzay tbe that thou bp thy cunning would, 
make ſome craft, whereby J may know wh 
trefpaſſeth againſt F Law pzivately oz openhF. 
Then ſaid Virgil, Pp reberend Lozd pour vill, 
ſpal be done, anon thisVirgilrhzough biscral,,. 
made an Image in 5 midft of 5 City cf Rome, 
which denounced and told all the Emperoz 
Meſſengers who treſpaſſed againſt the Lan, 
and who not. There was at that time deen 
ling in the City of Romea Smith that high 
Focus, which by no means would celebꝛ at 
the Natibity of the Emperoz. It befell un, 
on a night os the Smith lay in his bed, he 
thought upon the Image that accuſed man, 
men befoze, dzeading leaſt the Image would 
accufe him, wherefoze he aroſe and went tt 
the Image, and ſatd, J make a Now toi, 
God, if thou accuſe me I ſþal bzeak thy bead, 
and when he had ſaid thus he went home 
The Emperaꝛ on the moꝛrob following ſent; 
Wefſengers tothe Image (as befsze time Iiſhat 
was accuſtgmed)to knew» and underſtand whoſh 
bad treſpaſſed againſt the Law. And to theff 
then ſaid the Image liſt up veur eyes _ | 
bi B5 
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vebold what is ingraben in the fozebead. And 
kalten they looked up, they ſat this poſey weit- 
Yn. Times he changed and men become 
thi or ſe and worſe: loꝛ he that wiſl ſap the truth 

eau bave bis bead beoken. Therefoze go 
Je fozth to pour Lozd, and tell bim all that 
> babe beard and ſee n. TheWeſſengers went 
wth and told the Emperoz all they had beard 
Mund ſeen, . 

Then ſaid tbe Emperoz arm your ſelves 
Wd go to the Image, and it that you find 
Talſenp man that hath menaced oz thzeatned to 
> Hurt the Image, bind him hand and ft, and 

ting him unto me. Then went the Pellen⸗ 
Auers fozth to the Image, and ſafd to it: tell 
he the truth, if any man habe thzeatned ther, 
Mpnd we ſpall revenge thee anon. Then ſaid 
"Se Image, Take þ Smith Focus, fog he is the 

Fan that will not bonozrbe Nativity cf the 
5 kmperozs Straightwap the Meſlſengers led 
auth the Smith beloze the Emperoz : and 
Mere examined him, lohy he kept not the day 
the Emperozs Nativity in reberence and 
th moꝛaccoꝛding tothe Law? Then anſwered 
kale Smith and ſaid: Reverend Lozd,Jbeſech 
neu tbat pou will hear mine excuſe 6 if J an- 
Ser not reaſenably to all manner of points 
bat pe ſpall ask me, J will peild me ſullp to 
vious grace: then ſaid the Emperoꝛ J will bear 
"Ve, and that which is right, that J will do. 


and 
5 
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Then ſad the Smith, J muſt habe eight 
pence every day in the week, and that J cat 
not get without great labour, and therelez 
IJ may not keep that day holp-day mo2e then 
other daps- Then ſaid the Emperoz, why 

muſt thou habe this eight pence ? Then ſai 
the Smith, J am bound to pay daily th 

pence, and two pence J lend, and two penciſ 
FJ loſe, and two pence J ſpend ; Then ail, 
the Empero2, tell me moꝛze expꝛeſip of theſa; 
eight pence> Then ſaid the Smith, J at 
bound eberp dap tos pap two pence to my Fi 
ther, foꝛ when J was young he ſpent datly th 
pence en me, which Jam bound to pay bin 
again foz his ſuſtentation: and two pence 
lole on my wife. Then laid the Empero; 
dohp loſeſt thou that two pence on thy wiftY 
Then ſaid he: where ſaw pe ever a womal 
but ſhe had one of theſe pꝛoperties, either j 
was wilfull and contrary to ber busbant 
oz hot of complerion:and therefoze that A gil 
her I loſe ʒ and two pence J lend to my ſol 
wherewith he is ſuſtained, that when J com 
to age and poberty he mad pap me two pen 
agatne, like as J do my Father. And 
ſpend two pence an my ſelf in meat and dꝛin 
and that is little enough. Then ſard th 
Emperoz, thou haſt anſwered well and wiſe} 
Not long after the Emperoz died, and tf 


Smith Focus was choſen;to be be Emperoꝛ bY 
Call 
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ute he ſpent bis eight pence to wiſely and 
\pofitably, and thus be ended his life in 


Peace ans reſt. 
en The Moral, 
bY Dear Friends, this Emperoz is eur bleſſed 
Saviour Jeſus Cheiſt, which ozdained by. 
tis holy Law, that every one ſþould keep bolp 
ite Sabbath day. This Virgil that made 
Bar Image is tbe holy Ghoſt, who eftablifþed 
Snong us Pzeacbers to teach bertues and re- 
Sobe vices, and thep ſþould not ſpare the 
fim noz tbe rich. But now if a Pꝛeacher 
veould ſpeak the truth againſt any man, be. 
ien ve thzeatned by the enemies of Chiilt, 
Mit is, by ebil men that neither lobe God 
man. Wherefoze the r map . 
Wy now adays,that Poſe which was woitten 
the foze-bead of the Jmage, ! imes be 
anged from good to ill, and men be dail 
Worſe: for who ſo would ſpeak the trut 
Sow adayqs ſhall have his head broken. 
Ahierefoze it is niedful they de armed, that 
"&,ougbt to be armed with bertyous examples 
good life, and then they uted not fear, 
ais then habe the truth of God to and 
them accozding to the Apoſtles ſaying: 
© God be for us who can be againſt us. 
y this Smith Focus, is underſtocd cbe- 
good Chziſtian man, who daily ſhaupd 
nd his time in redeming eber hours trab ej 
D with 
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chith tome profit cozpozal oz ſpiritual; * 
ehenougbt he to de pꝛetented before the E 
heroz, This Focus paid two pence ro thy 
Father, and ſo we ſpould pay to our Father 
of Heaven two pence, that is, honoz ant 
lobe, Foz when we were childzen of wyerch 
edneſs, ald in dondagz, Almighty God ſent 
down to þ eatrh'bjs Son to redeem us, acco mit 
ding to D. John the Evangeliſt, taping 
God loved the world fo well, that he gaye 
his only begotten Son for the ſalvation of 
the world. Alto this Focus lent two pene 
to his Son: that is, ebery Chziſtian ma 
ought to lend to the Son of God, ouerie 
Lozd Jeſus "Chzift, true and unleigneiſ de 
faith, and fricftful good works and deeds ii 
our life, and he wif! repap us again at thi 
day of doom with his heavenly mercy, when 
ſoul and body fhalt be glozffted, and 'rhit en 
he is bur tart2s map be pzoved by the rt ) wi 
of Eſay, laying, A child is born ro vs, Thiere 
Focus loft two Fence to his wire: his wier 
betokens the ffeth, upon whom theu lcſeſt twoſſſlin 
pence, that is, unlawfn! love and coup d 


ſent to fin; becauſe the fleſþ is contrary ron t 
the ſpirit, and is eber ſubject to fin. Thi it 
Focus alfo ſpent two pence on himtell: b th 
the firſt peny pe ſþall underſtand repentaicogrrel 
whereit the Angels in Þeaben do greatiqnde 
rejopce : by the ſecond penny ye ſpall undirMsn 


ſtan Tl. 
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VEndp erfect perſeberance in amendment of 
e: fo2 he that atideth unte the end wal 
ehe tabed. And be that ſpendeth wel theſe 
0 pence thall obtain everlaſting lifes UMnte 
Ibhich bing us our Lozd Jeſus Cheiſt. Amen, 
ad | 4 The Argament. ,* 11805 
lan being bli 1d through ſin, and either by, .jnft- 
mity of trail fle or ſuggeſtion treſpaſsing with 
Mevil and lewd company, though God of his mer- 
ey b. favourable nnto him inthis life time by 
reaſon of the foreſa id reſpect. yet f he accuſtom- 
Tedly walk onforward in this Woildly wicked- 
neſs, his wiltul” blindneſs Thall not excuſe him 


un kut accuſe him in the day of judgement, mol 


1 prievouſly to have offend.d God, in abuſing his 
eil nere offered, and herefore the leis worthy: to 


i" 


have the reward ofthe ſimple ſoul, that reden. 
ii antly and with modelty l. vethto the fruition of 
thief everlaſting bliſs, „„ 
en The thirteenth Hiſtor . 
will omtime in Rome dwelt a noble Empero: 
en wgich among all other vertues- lobed ben 
higFtrcy : wherefoze be dzdatned a Law, that 
iſiery blinde man ſhould habe an hundzed 
waſhings by year of his treafnre, Jt. befel 
oF a day, that certain men came to a Ta- 
um to deink wine, and thar- theſe men 
hin itten in + Tavern thzaedays, the fourth 
bY) they were greatly in debt forthe Mine: 
ceMtrefoze the Uinrner came to hem and de⸗ 
itlihnded money fo2 bis Mine. Then 
derdene of the Deinkers, Sirs, the Emp⸗ 
any D 2 Peroz 
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pero? bath made ſuch a Law, that ever 
blind man ſhall babe an bundzed ſhillings of an 
bis treaſure : therefoze let us caſt loſts among li 
us, ànd to whom the lot fallerb, let bis ere - 
be put out, and ſo de map go to the Emperey,, 
Palace, and get anhundzed ſpillings to dil} ni 
charge us. Now this counſel liked them well zn 
lo they caſt lots 3 and the lot fell on bim chat gil 
gabe the counſel, and his fellows immediate ang 
put out bis eps. : moz 
And when he was blind, he went to the ef 
Emperozs Palace, and asked an hundzeiſf 
ſhillings of the Steward accoꝛding to the En 
perozs Decree, Dear Friends, ſaid ti am 
Steward, thou didſt ſ& with both thine ex ger 
a while ſince , thou alſo underſtandeſt the 
Law amiſ s: fo2 the Law is made fo mg... 
that are blind thzough infirmities, o2 by ti nd 
will of God, but the other day. thou badfby] cher 
light in the Tabern, and baſt willullp lag an 
it. Therefoze go to the Tavern againe 
thy fellows, and diſcharge what thou owelf hot 
foz here getteſt thou not a farthing. TheY;zg 
went this wzetched man fozth- and told hit o. 
fellows of the Stewards anſwer, and wind: 
that came in the Utntnex and diſpotled then eme 
of all tbeir cloaths, and beat them, and thüfetra 
dꝛobe them with ſbame out of the City: Alſrjc; 
ſa were the never after ſeen there. rieb 


TI 
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The Moral. 

Dear Friends, this Emperoz is our Si⸗ 
our Ch2ift, who oꝛdained a Law, that every 
blind man ſþould babe an hundzed ſhillings 
of bis treaſure. The blind man betoken- 
eth ebery Sinner, who finneth thzongh infir- 
mity, oꝛ the intifing ofthe Debil, the WMoꝛld 
and the fleſh, and ſpal rec eibe an hundzed 
ings: if he be inwardly repentant of bis 

ins: that is, be ſpal habe an hundzed times 
moze jop, acco2ding to the Scripture, ſaping 

Nye ſhall receive an hundred times more joy 
If ye repent and turn from ſin, and all ye 
ſhall have everlaſting life. Theſe men that 
tame to the Tabern to dꝛink Wine, be Stn- 
ners, who often times come to the Tabern 

of our Adberſarp the Devil, to dzink of bis 
carnal appetites, that is, they there conſume 
end waſt away all ſpiritual vertues, wbich 
cher, receibed the Sacrament of Baptiſm, 
"x Where the Devil our enemy diſpoileth them 
Aer all their god deeds that eder they babe 
"Fvzought befoze. A bey caft lots, that is, they 
Jad among them the cuſtome of fin, and this 
Viet of fin falleth on ſuch as are unthanb(ul 
end mercileſs : and tuch a man wilfully be- 
come wilful , a foul finner like Judas that 
betraped our Lozd without any ſuggeſtion e2 
Vlinticing. And therefoze ſuch men un mut 
Ntebouſly.UWhen they com befoze þ Steward. 
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that, befoze the Pzelaces sf the Church, 
they can hardly obtain an affurance of beaben, 
becauſe they be not in the right wap to lead 


their fin. Therefoze let us ſtudy with all 10. 


diligence to pleaſe God, that we map obtain 
everlaſting life, which is laid up in ſtoze (0 

all thoſe that live modeſtly, looking fo eter: 
nal ſalvatien. Unto which being us L oz 
Jeſus Chzilt. Amen. | 


The Argu ment. | 

A certain fai kful vow of love being made be- 
tw en ihe foul ofevery faithful Chriſtian and je. 
ſus Chrift we are to conſider the merciful d 

rac ious Covenant of God toward the faithful, & 
ſo be careful of this Covenant, nd we ere 79 
ſtudy to perform 0:rvew ſo os we ar thc te 
axed da of promiſe being unde filed, mi 
therchy purch. [fe the promiſed place of e er 
faſting £10:v, prepared !or all ihem that ſcck 
the glory of Go , and theirſou's hralth. 
The fgurteenth Hiftory. 


12. Rome ſonitime dwelt a mighty Em perc 
named Philowinus, who had ane on 
Daughrer who was iatr and gracteus in the 
light ot every man, who had to name Aglacs 
There was allo in the En peroꝛs Pale ce 3 
gentle Knight that loved dearly this Lady 
It vetel efter an a-day, that this Knight 
talked with this 1dp, and ſecretly. uttered 
bis defire.unto her. A hen the. ſaid courte out 
ſing pou ha be uttered 10 me che-ſecrets cf 
your heart, I will lizewiſe fo pour Jove utrer 
to pou the fecrers of mp beart,and truſp lap; 
that 
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that abobe. ell other I lobe pcu beſt, They 
ſaid the Knight, J purpoſe to, 'bifi it the bolp 
Land, and theref6ze give nie pour troth, 
all tat this ſeven pears you ſball rake no other 
ang Pan, but anly foz my lobe to tarry fo? me 
ee fo lang, and ik J come not again by this 
er dap ſeben years, then take what mau you 
022 like beſt. And likewiſe J peomite you, that 
within this leben pears J will take no 
wife. Tben taid the, ibis Covenant plea: 
je. ſeth me well. When this was ſaid, each 
inc of, them was betrothed to other, and 
„e then this Knight took bis leabe of the Lady 
"NF and went to the boly Land. Shoztly after 
che Emperoꝛ treated with the King of Hun- 
-r N garia fo2 the marriage of bis Daughter. Then 
o« tame the R. of Hungaryto the Emperoꝛs Pa⸗ 
Ice to ſee bis Doughter, « when be had ſ&n 
her, he liked marvelous well her beauty 
a aud ber behaviour, ſothat the Emperoz and 
de King were accozded in all things as 
if touching the marriage, upon rhe condition 
that the Damtel would conſent Then cal- 
ed rhe Empers? the poung Lady to bim, 
nd (ard ; O myfatr Daughter, J have p2o- 
bided fo tbee, that a Bing ſhall be thy Þuſ- 
band if thou lift conſent, theretoze tell me 
bhat anſwer thou wilr give ro this. Then 
laid ſhe to her Father, it pleaſeth me well: 
Aut one thing dear Father I intreat of pou, 
175 'D'4- 3 ik 
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ik it might pleaſe pou to grant me: J habe fl 
bowed to keep my Utrginity,and not to mar- Iva 
ry this ſeven years, therefoze dear Father, 
I beſtech pou foz all the lobe that is between 
pour gractous Fatherhood and me, that 
name no man to be mp Husband til thef! 
ſeven pears be ended, and then J ſþall be 
ready in a:ithings to fulfil your will. Then 
ſatd the Emperoz, ſith it is ſo that thou hal 
thus bowed, J will not bzeak thy Mob, but 
when theſz ſeben pears be expired thoy 
ſhalt habe the King of Hungary to thy Mus 
band. | 
Then the Emperoz ſent fozth His Let: 
ters ta the King of Hungary, paying him 
if it might pleaſe him to ſtay ſeben years 
foz the lobe of his Daughter, and then be 
(ould ſpeed without fail. Perewith tbe King 
was pleaſed and content to ſap the pꝛefixed 
And then the ſeben years were ended ſabe 
a day, the peung Lady ſtood in her Cham: 
ber window and doept ſoze, ſaying : Moe 
and alaſs, as to mozrow my Lnbe pzomiſed 
to be with me again from the Poly Land: 
and alte the King of Hungary to mogev 
will be here to marry me, accoꝛding to m 
Fathers pzomiſe : and f my lobe comes not Bo, 
at a certain hour, then am J utterlp deceibed 
ef the inward love J bear to him. 01 
When 
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be ben the dap came, the King bafted to- 
yard the Emperoꝛ to marry his Daughter, 
ind was ropallp arraped in Purple. And 
bhile the King was riding on his wap, there 
came a Untfaht riding on bis wap, there 
laid, I am of the Empire of Rome, and now 
am lately come from the holy Land, and l 
am rer sv to de pou the beft ſerbice I can 
and asrhep rode talking by the wap, it be- 
gan to rain ſo faſt, tbat afl the Kings appa-» 
rel was ſoze wet, Then ſaid the Knight: 
$p Loꝛd ye babe done fooliſhly, foz as much 
is pe bꝛought not with you pour Heuſe:Then 

nid the ing: Why ſpeakeſt (hou ſa; My 
houſe is large and bzoad, and made of ſtones, 
and moztar, how ſhould 1 being that with 
ne my baute? thou ſpeabet like a fool.UUhen 
this was ſaid, they rod on till tbey came to 
a great deep water, and the King ſmote bis 
hozſe with his ſpurs and leept into the wa⸗ 
ter, ſa that he was almoſt dzowned. Mhen 
the Knfabtr ſaw this, and was ober on the 
ither fide {of the water without peril, and 
he ſatd to the Ring, ye Were in perill, 
and therefnze pe did fooliſhly , becauſe pe 
hought net With pou pour Bꝛidge. Then 


Ridge is made of lime and ſtone, and con- 
aineth in quantity moze then half a mile, 
oo ſhould F then bear with me mp Bꝛidge: 
therefoze 


nid the King, thou ſpeakeft ftrangely, my 
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theref6ze they! fpeakeſt fog!tſþly. Mell ta 
the Knight ,mp co6{i{þneſs may turn thes;4 
wildom. When the Uing bad ridden a lit 
further, be asked the Knight: what time 
day it was. Then ſaiò the At. it any man ha 
lift to eat, it is time of the day te eat, then 
toze my Loꝛd, pꝛay take a modicum with my 
fo that is no diſbenoę to you but great he 


noꝛ ta me hetoꝛe the States of this Empire" 


thi 
lid 


Then laid the Uing: J will gladly eat with 


thee, They late both down in a fair Wim 


Gorden, and there dined together, both t 
King ano the Knight. And when dinner bac 


done, and that the Bing had waſped, tie 
Knight ſaidto.the Ring ; Pp Lozd, pe hau“ 


done ſooliſhlp, ie2 that pte brought ny 
with vau your Father and Pathber. Then” 


ſaid the King : what ſa peſt thou ? mp Faihil 


is dead, and my Pether is old and map not 
travel haw ſhould I then being them will 


me? thereioze to kap the truth, a iwliſſel 
man then thau art did J never hear. The 


laid rhe Knight, ever work is pratſed e. 


the end. 


Mhen the knight had riddena little further, ta 


and nigh the Emperozs Palace, be ase 
leabe to qv from him, fo? he knew a near 
wap to the Palace, to the young Lad? 


that he might come firſt, and carry her awayl;*: 


with him. Then ſaid the King, J paß 


the 
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Idee tell me by what place thou, purpoſeſt to 
Ide? Zben ſatd the Knight, J ſpall tell 
ou the truth: this day ſeben' pears A 
"Mitt a Net in a place, and now J purpoſe 
" tho vit it, and dzaw it te me, and if it be 
" obele, then Will J take it to me, and 
- Bicep it as a pzecious Jewel, i: it be bꝛoken, 
Mien will J leabe it: and when he had 
,  Mihis laid, be took his leabe of the King, 
Maid rode tozth, butthe King kept the bzoad 
high wap. un: | 
1 {hen the Emperoꝛ heard ol the Kings com- 
- Ming.he went towards him with a great com- 
$a11p,and repally received him, cauling him to 
ateſoife bis wet cloarbs, and to put on freſþ 
na warel. And when the Emperoz and the Ring 
henſÞere ſer at meat, the Emperoꝛ welcomed 
ſbaltim with all the cbear and ſolace that be 
noltuld. And when he had eaten, the Em⸗ 
villlberce asked tidings of rhe King, Wp Lozd 
($910 be, J ſpall tell you what J have heard 
ben da yby ihe way. There come a Unight 
ade me, and reberendiy ſaluted me: and anon 
ter there fell a great rain, and greatly 
ed my apparel. And anon: the Anigbt 
aid: Hir, ye habe done ſaoliſpip, foe that 
kW bzought not toith pou pour bouſe, Then 
Wd che Emperoz: what cloathing had the 
Ame bt on: A cloak quoth the King, Then 
td the Emperoz, ſirelp that was a Wiſs 
man 
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man, fo2 the houſe whereofhe fpake was 


cloak, and therefoze he ſaid to pou that 5 

did ewliſbly, becauſe you came without you 
cloak, then your cloaths had not bern ſpoile! 
with rain-Then aid the Ring, when he hat 
ridden a little further, we came ts a deep wa 
ter, and I ſmotempy Yozſe with my ſpur; 
and I was almoft dzowned, but be rid thzough 
the water without any pert! , then ſaid het 
me, you did fwlifþly fe2 that you bzough 
not with you your B2tdge. Uertly fat 
the Emperaz , he faith truth: fez he Tall 


tbe Bꝛidge the Squires , that ſhould batt 
ridden befoze you, and aſſaid the derpnels df 
the water. Then ſaid the King , we rod! 
further, and at the laſt be pꝛayed met 


Dine with him. And when he had Di” 


ned, he ſaid, did unwiſely , becauſe ! 
brought not with me my Father and M1 
ther. Truelp ſaid the Emperoz, he was! 
wiſe man, and faith truth: foz be called you 
Father and Pother, bzead, and wine, and 
other bictuals, Then ſatd the King: 
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rode further, and anon after he asked be b 


leabetogo frem me, and I asked earneſt 
whither he went: And he anſwered again, 
and ſaid: this day ſeven I years. I left a Net 
in a pꝛibate place, and now I willride to d 


er and ir it de boken and tozn, then * 
* lea 
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Fade it: but if it be as I leſt it, then ſpall 
it be unto me right pzecious. ben the 


Aufemperoꝛ heard this, be cried with aloud boſce 


ud ſaid O ye my Knights q Serbants, come 
x with me ſpeedily unto my danghters Cham. 
Jr foz ſurely that is the Net of which be 
nate 53 And fozthwith his Knights and Ser- 
unte went unto his Daugbters Chamber , 
Rand found her not, foz the fozeſaid Knight 
had taken her with him. And thus the King 
vas deceibed of the Damſel, And be went 
Ibome again to bis own Country aſhamed. 
The moral. 

Dear Friends this Emperop is our Lozd 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and his fair Daughter is eber- 
laſting life, which the Emperoz had ozdained, 
foz Kings, Knights, and other men; The 
IJanigbt tbat loved this young Lady, is ebery 

god Cheiſtian ſou!, which boldeth himſelf nos 
wozthp to come into the ſtaht of God unto 
ſuch jop, as the Apoſtle ſaith, The lufferings 
ofthis time are not worthy to attain to the 
glory that is to come. This Knight was 
(eben years abſence from his lobe: like as à 
good Chziſtian all days cf bis lite, ſþould la- 
bour and trabel infulfiling the leben wozks 
of mercy. By the King that came twirhcur 
a Cloak in the rain, is tc be underſtosd ſome 
highty men in this UWozld, which have 
Cloaks to cober all their other cloaths. By 

this 
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this Cloak is underſtood Charity, 38 the 
Apoſtle ſaith-#. Charity covereth a multitude 


of fins: but manp men have not this Cloak; 


therefoze ther qre wer with the rain of 
Piade , Avärice and Lechery. This King 
alto was almeſt dzowned, becauſe be lacked Þ; 
bis Bzidge, that is, perfeit faith: fox as we 
ſee that no men'paſs ober a great water, 
bzvad and deep, without a Bzidge, oz ſome 
other thing that is able to bear him: Right , 
ſo, without faith it is tmpoſsible to pleaſ e 
God: foz Cheilt ſaith, If ye have faith as i 

grain of Muſtard-ſeed, then you may ſay 
ro the hils, remove out of your places, . 
and they ſhall remove. But many of WF! 

new adays have bery feeble faith, and there n 
foze do ſuddenly fail into the clay of delpe⸗ 
ration, and by deadly fins oftentimes offend 


Sod. Allo this King had not bzought with et 


him bis father and mother: By the father ſÞ 
which is cauſe of generarion, is underſtood Ui! 


Pimility, without which there is no vertu .. 


in any man, and thereto accozdeth . Gre. 
gory, ſaying, He thac gathereth al 


other vertues without Humility, is like 1 


man that caſfeth duft inte the wind. 
Pis Wotber betokeneth hope: therefoꝛt 
be that will obtain everlaſting bleſſed 
life, muſt habe the Cloak of Charity, tbe 
:idge of Fatth , and a Father of — | 

nee, 
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neſs, and » Mother of Pope, as the Aps- 
fle ſaith. 

Aſo this Knight went the narrow way, 
nd the Ring ibe bead wap: tfoz2 be chat 
will be ſabed muſt go a ſtraight wap: that is, 


ity, and U?pentance. Ol the which way 


men go other way which leadethte bell, 
at is by the way of the fleſpip Juſt © and ſuch 


Lhereioze ſtudy we co walk the narrow way, 
ar thereby we may obrain everlaſting lie. 


The Argument, ' 


na; rhe Sovl of every good Chriſtian, held of him 
1s his Danger * bi being fuuced, car tied a- 
way and Gehled wy Satan her Foblencimy. the is 
Reduced by the ep ai vidiamt prowets ot her 
ith heavenly Champion». hiſt Jcſus, unto her tor- 
Jer rer aviracticn. Tet man Deli ungrotetul to 


od tis Redeomer, fo: geiech his duty, vii tor god 
we Newar ct ov lots Champion Gheiit ] fas, de- 
wering hm to be juaged by hg, aw, as an = 
tender? but when the Champion aàvouchen 


al what he hath dh tor man and his ioul, then he 
ei witn thin: of his ingratitude con- 
Id. Named to re: worle, and call foigrac to repe t 


* and amend his life, that by the death, of his 


hampion Clint ; he may Ot. in c erna life. 
(ed | {ie teenth Hiſtory. 
ved Dmtime dwelt in Rome a noble Capers? 
ey uamed Agias, which hath retaines unt 
bis 


he wap of, Abſtuience, Almes deeds, Cha⸗ 
wabeth the Apeſlle. The way is, ſtraighe 
hat leadeth unto everlaſtinę life. But ma- 


121 go out of the wap ot everlaſting lite. 


the H:ſ{tory is fired 45 Appen reth̃ in the Mos 
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him a Knight named Gerard, which was a 
wozthy Marriour, nevertheleſs be was as Ki 
a Lamb in the Gmperozs Court, but in the Hi 
field he was like a Lion. This Emperoz 
bad a fair Daughter, whom the ſtrong and Ii 
mighty Earl of Peleſter carried by fozce away | 
and defiled, which moze diſpleaſed the Em⸗ 
peroz then the carrying her away. Therefoze: 
he called unto bim bis Countel, and ſaid, 
Dear Fttends, the violence done to me in 
defloboꝛing of mp Daughter is not unknown Fi 
ts you, and therefoze J purpeſe to gibe bat 
tel to the Earl: wherefoze J pzap you to be 
ready at a dap, that ye may pzoceed with me; 
in battel. And they laid: Sir, we be ready Wi 
to live and die with you in battel. | | 
Wben the appointed dap of Battel came, i 
they met on both fides, and a cruel ſþarp cam er 
flict was pꝛoſecuted on both ſides , and a ni 
moſt all on the Emperoꝛs part was ſlain. Andi 
as the Emperoꝛ himſelf was fozcibly afſailed, eric 
the Knight Gerard put bimtelf among the t 
Enemies befoze the Emperoz, and fought} 
manfully, and fo the Emperoz eſcaped, and 
the Knight abode and flew the Earl, never ſe 
theleſs the un ight had dibers Wounds, Pot; e w 
withſtanding this, be abode ſtill till the bloodMito | 
ran down his his fot. And when bis Enemies 
ſaw that the Earl wes (ſain, thep fled, auchen 


the Knight with his people followed 2 5 Id, 
chale 


1 
Ni 
he 


jo 
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aſc till they came to the place where the 
Emperozs Daughter was, and led her with 
im. And tbus with triumph and bictozp be 
urned again to the Emperoz. Foz the 
yhich. victozy, and re⸗obtaining of the Em⸗ 
wero2s Daughter, he was greatly pzaiſed of 
Ki people. Not long after ir befel, that this 


| night tad a ſure in the Emperozs Court 


nd 
ed, 
tht 
It 
nd 
er 
of: 
L 
ies 
ng 
th 
ale 


cher eloꝛe the Knight came unto the Emperoz, 
nd pzayed him meekly to be fabourable to 
is caliſe ; and furthermoꝛe deſtred him te da 
alon touching bis boneft demand. 
When the Emperoz had heard him, be 
ſled to bim a Judge, and ſatd, Sir, Our 
vill is, that pou do all equity unto this, 
ight. And when the Knight beard this, 
r cried with a loud voice: Alaſs, alaſs, who 
er beard of ſuch an Emperoz? Thou wert 
ſaid he) in barrel, where thy bead ſþould 
be been ſmitten off, and J in mine obon 
ron (and none other man) put mp ſelf in 
apardy foz thee; and noto thou bath aſsigned 
[other man to be Judge in me cauſe : alas 
it eber thou wert bozn; and with that word 
x Knight put off all bis cloaths,and ſpewes 
wounds that be had received in the batte!, 
to all the men that were there pꝛetent, 
dd ſaid : Lo, what habe J ſuff;red foz three, 
Emperoz, J did put no other man in my 


I, and noky thou alcigned another man 
E in 
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in my cauſe, Soothip, I ſay to the, that J 
never ſerbed ſuch a Loꝛd befoze 

. When the Emperoz heard this, being al- 
moſt confounded in himfelf, be ſaid : O dear 
Friend, all that thou ſayeſt is truth, thou 


ſavedſt me from death, thou didſt re-obtain- 


my Daughter again, and foz mp ſake thou 


baſt ſuffered many wounds: berilp it is right, 


that J in mp own perſon come doton and 
make an end of thy cauſe, fo as map be to 
thy content, and to mine honoz, 

And thenthe Emperoꝛ laboured very buſt 
iy in this matter, and made thereof an end 
accozding to the Knights requeſt : whereof al 
men greatly commended the Emperoz, 


The Moral. 


Dear Friends, this Emperoz may be cal 
ledebery Chꝛiſtian man, oz elſe all mankrnd, 
which had a fair Daughter, that is to ſay, 
rhe ſoul, made to the ſimilitude af God. This 
Earl berokeneth. the Devil, which carrt 
eth away, defloureth by fin. the ſoul of man, 
thꝛough eating the fruit of the fozbidden Tre: 
wheretoze all mankind was in thꝛaldom, til 
a ſtrong and valiant Knfght came and put 
bimCc1f on the Croſs to ſuffer death, as a N. 
dtemer of mankind from the Devil, Foz if 
that had not been, we hadbeen all partakers 
of thzaldom eberlaſtingly ; and this wr 

re duce 
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reduced andre-obtarned the ſaulof man.unto 
the Church, wherefoze' be ſuffered many 
great wounds in his body. And now this 
Knight, that is, our Lo2d Jeſus Chꝛiſt batb 
a matter to do among us, that is, to find us 
perfect faith: wherefoze he caflerh on us 
daily, that we ould be ready at all times, 
taping thus in Apocalyps the third, Lo I 
ſtand and knock at the door, if any man will 
open to me, I will come in and ſup with him. 
But many men do as the Empezoz did, the 
which appointed the Knight another Judge 
than bimſelf'5 toz now adays there be tome 
men that will do no 'repenrance foz the lobe 
ofhim wbich atsigned no other man but bim- 


telt ro fight foꝛ us. And therefoꝛe againſt un- 


thankful perſons it wan be ſaid thus, Lo, 
he ſuffered koꝛ us on the Croſs, difpoiled of 
all bis cloathing, and ſbewed to us all bis 
wounds that he ſuffereg. bd 

We we thereioze thankfufl 'unto' Sad foz 
all his graces, and be content that we may 
ſuffer for bis lobe ſome fozrowful repen - 
tance, Foz be that ſuffereth pain foz the lobe 
of God in this life, ſþafl receibe a hundzed 
times moze reward in the life everfaſting. 
Unto the which ourLozd Jeſus Chin bzing 
all man kind. Amen. 1 


i} 
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„„The Argument. 7 811˙ 
7 he Soul of man is here „arned to eſchew the 
pleaſant baits, and ſubtil crafts of the Devil, 
that fhe yeild not to his alſutem ent leſt he get the 


vantage of this mortal td ſe from her, and he. 


reave her of her her joyes in the life to eme. 

7 The ſixteenth Hiſtory 1, 
Tx" dwelt ſemetime in Rome à wiſe 
1 Emperoz named Pompey, which had a 
vertusus Daugbter named Aglas, This 
Damſel had many endowments abobe all 
other women in that Empire. 

Firſt ſhe was fair and gracicus in the ſight 
ofebery man: alſo ſbe was ſwitt in running, 
ſs that no man might oberrake her by a right 
Race. ben the. Emperoz underſtood theſe 
two Peaperties in his Daughter, be was 
right jbpiull: , Whexefoze, he pzuclaime) 
thꝛoughout all his Empire, that what man pay 
oz rich would run with bis Daughter, ſþould 
babe her to wife, with great riches, if be 
ceuldober:run-her, and come ſooner to the 
mark, than ſhe: and ik ſbe aber-run him, and 
came ſooner ta the mark then he, bis bead 
ſpould be ſmitten off. 1 

Mhen the States of that Empire, as 
Dukes, Earls, Barons and Knights, heard 
this cry they offered themſelves one after an- 
other to run with her, but eber this pong 
Lady ober- ran them all: wherefoze they loft 

their heads accozding to the Law. 8 
That 


Id 
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That timie there was K poor man dwelling 
in Rome, which thought: wirbin himſef,J am 


a pooꝛ man, and com ef bebe kindꝛed, there is 
a common erp made, thafwhar man ſoeber 


can out⸗run the Empetoꝛs Daughter by any 


means, all be pꝛomoted to great honour and 
_ riches *tiow'therefoze if J might ober⸗ run her 


by any mothers way, I ould not onelp be 
pzomored' to grefr Honour, but allo all mp 
kindzed. Then this $962 man p:ovidedbimſelf 
ofthzee thitigs; whereby he! gigbt win ber; 
Firſt be be made a Garlandof red Rotes and 
white; erondly, he made al rich girdle of 
Siltz culintingly wꝛeught. Thirdly, he made 
#Purſe df Silk, imb20ydered - with ꝑecious 
ſtotiey, and within the Purſe was 4 Batl of 
thee colours, and upon this Ball was! wꝛit⸗ 


ten this Bofep, WHO ſo playeth with me, 


ſhall not be weary of my play. When put 
be theſe thzee things in his boſome; and 
went ſozth*to the Palace gate, crping and 
ſaying: Come kozth fair Lady, fd J am 
ready to run with vou, and to ful the Law 
in all things. 

When tbe Emperoꝛ beard this, be com⸗ 
manded his Daughier ro run wich bim. 
This poung Lady went to her Chamber 
windew ;* and when ſhe taw bim, ſhe de⸗ 
ſ[piſed him, and ſaid; J habe overcome ma⸗ 


np wozthp nights, and'' now muft J run 
E 3 wit) 
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with a Churl nebertheleſs J will (ultl my 
Fathers commandement. 

Anon the Damtel atraped her foz to run 
with bim. And at the laſt they run together, 
and within ſbozt ſpace the Damtel got far be- 
foze him. When the les (aſs this, be 
thꝛew foꝛth his Garland of flo 
And when the Damtel bebgld and ſaw it, 


ſhe ſteoped down and tgok it up, and ſet it 


upon her head, and that while the Jugler 
went befoze ber. Wut when the poung 


Damtel ſaw this, ſhe wept loze, and foz Coz” 


row ſbe theew the Earland: into a ditch, and 
ran after bim, and at laſt ſbe overtook bim, 
and liſt up ber right hand, and gabe him a 
buffet, ſaying : Abide thou weich, it be- 
ſemeth-not thy Fathers ſon to habe me te 
wile. And then 1 is Labp did over-ryn bim, 
and went befeze bim a great ſpace, And 
when the Jugler taw this, be took the Girdle 
ont ol his boom, and thꝛew it be:oze her. And 
when ſhe ſaw that, ſpe tooped down and togk 
it up and girded her therewith and the 
while the Jugler gat befoze ber again. Now 
when ſbeſawrhat, ſhe was vered, and tock 
the Girdle, and with her teeth tare it in thꝛee 
aid then thzew it (rom her: then. ſþe ran 
faſt after him: and at the laſt overtock him, 
and then fþe gabe bim a great blow, ſaying : 
G wꝛetch, thinkeſt thou to eberceme me: 
and 


ers befoze ber 
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and with that the ran befoze bim again. 


The Jugler was (lie and krbtile, and kept 
the Purſe till they were ner.the mark, and 
then be thzew it befoze her, and anon ſhe 
ſtooped down and took it up, and opened it, 
and took out the Wall, and read the Poſep : 
who playeth with me ſhall uever be weary of 
my play 3 And the began to play, and conti- 
nued ſo long in playing, till that the Jugler 
was befoze ber at the mark. And os be 
won the Eniperozs Daughter. | 
The Moral. 

Dear Friends this Emperoz is «ur Sabt- 
our Jeſus Chzift, - and his fair Daughter is 
the Soul of Man, which was made clean by 
the efficacie of Baptiſm, and was alſo ſivifr 
in running, that is in bertue, while ſhe was 
in her cleaneſs, ſo that uo deadly ſin mfabr 
obercome her. This Jugler that is fo ſub- 
til and crafty, is the Devil, which ſtudieth 
dap and night to deceibe innocents. Me pꝛo⸗ 
bided him ol three things. Firſt, of the 


Garland, Which berokenerh Pzides ic? tyby ? 


a Garland oft floboees is not ſer upon the arin, 
noꝛ upon the foot, but upon the head that it 
map be ſeen: ſo Pꝛide would be ſeen.Where- 
foze S. Auguſtine ſaith : when thou ſeeſt a 
proud man be not afraid to call him the ſon of 
the Devil Do thou therefoze as the Maiden 
did, be angry at thy fins, and caſt eff rhe 

E 4 Edrland 
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Garland of Pzide, ints the ditch of Kepen- 
tance, and ſo ſhalt thou gibe the Devil a 
buffet, and obercome him. Wut when this 
Jugler, that is, our gboſtly enemy the De⸗ 


vil, ſeeth himſelf overcome in one lin, then he 


returneth and tempteth a man in another fin; 
and caſteth beldze man the Girdle of Lechcry 
And alas there be many girded with this git⸗ 
dle of Lecbery:agatuſt which Girdle fpeaketh 
S. Gregory, ſaying : Gird we our loins 
with the Girdle of Chaſtity, for whoſoever 
is girt with this Girdle ſhall not loſe the hope 
of life. Tben cafterh the Jugler (that is the 
Devil) the Purſe with the Fall. be Purſe 
that is open abobe and cloſe under, betokens 
the heart, which ebermoze ſþouid be cloſe in 
the bottom agztift earthly things, and open 
abobe to heavenly joy: and the two firings 
that open and ſhut the Þurſe, beroken the 
lobe of Cod, and of our neigi beurs: the 
Wall which is round and mobeable, ro every 
part of bis difference, betet eneth cobetoul⸗ 


nets, which moteth ever both in peung and 


ald, and thereicze the Poſey was true that 
was weitten on the Baſl, Who ſo playeth 
with me, that is with Csberofneſs, ſhall 
never be ſati>fied. Therefoze ſaith Seneca: 
\Vh:n all fins wax old, then Covetouſneſs 
waxeih young, Therifcee let us take heed 


that te play net with this Ball of Cobe- þ 


tc luſneſs, 
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touſneſs, and then without doubt we ſþall ob⸗ 
tain though the merit of Chzift, the bliſs of 
Heaven that never Wall end. Uinto the which 


bing us that ſhed his peecious foe us. 
| The Argament. 
The Preaching of Gods Word and every good 
pra yer is a ſweet ſounding mehdy iu the Eais of 
God, and hat; a Promiſe] coward of God, yet 
tere is now and then ſtiried up in us ſome 
let thereof by our whiſtling Adverſary the Devil, 
2nd we are hindred for a time until by the pro- 
vdence of God godly Preachers be ſent forth, 
which with the hook of Gods Word do win again 
our loſt felicity, and fo recover the fail of tuch 
ſo uls as were ſecuced and led away, ifito joy- 
full and perperualt fe loi ip ofthe bleſſed Amt 
gels of Heaven. i 100. 
The {eventecnth Hiſtory. 1 1 

ometime dwelt in Rome a Noble Emperoz 
and awiſe, named Theodoſius, tbirh lo⸗ 
bed greatly the Muſick or the Þarp, and like- 
wiſe the paſtime of Punting. It betel upon 
a dag as this Emperoꝛ bunted in the Foꝛreſt, 
he heard a lwret noiſe of a Harp, ſo that 
thecugh the Cweerneſs therrot he was almoſt 
tabiſhed of his wits, wycreloęe be ſought g» 
bour the Fozreſt to find that melody, and at 
the laſt be elpied at the end et the Forreſt a 
poo? nian fitting belide the bozter plaping on a 
Harp full ſweetly, Then ſaid the Emperoz : 
Good friend, pzoceedeth this melody trom thy 


Harp oꝛ no: Ahe peo man anſwered 6 ſaid: 


Pyreverend Lezs, J ſpall tell pou the truth. 
ere 


« 
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Here beſide this water, my Wife, my Child, u 
and J babe dwelt this thirty years, and Go) 
bath giben me ſucha gift, that when J play; 
on my Parp, J make ſuch melode, that the 
fiſbes of this water come out to my hand, lo be 
that therewith my Mile, my Child, and 3 
habe been ſuſtatned in great plenty. But 
alaſs, lometime on the other fide of this wa 
ter there cometh a Mhiſtler, and he tohiiſtleth 
ſo ſweetly, that many times the fifhes foꝛſal: 
me and go to bhim:therefoze my reberend Lo) 
JI crabe pour belp againſt this Mhiſtler. 
Then ſaid the Emperoꝛ, J fhal gibe thee good 
help, I babe bere in my purſe a golden Moch, 
which J will gibe thee, take it, and bind it 
faſt to the end of a Kod, and put a Moꝛm up 
on the Mock, then caſt thy rod into the wa: 
ter, and play upon the Marp, and when thou 
perceibelt the fifþ to bite on the Bait, dzal 
them up to the Land with that Þ2ok, and 
then this whiſtling ſhall not avail. When Awpi 
the pooz man heard this he rejoyced greath, hi 
and did as he had taught him. And when 
tbis pooꝛ man began to play upon his Þary, 
the fiſhes came tothe bait, and then ho rook 
them up with his hook. and libed therebp in 
better eftate long time, and at laſt ended his It: 
lile in peace and reit. 
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Dear Friends, this Emperoz betckeneth 
Cul 
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il ur Lozd Jeſus Cherſt, which greatly delight- 
Boi th to dunt tqe ſoul of mankiny in the Fozreſt 
vat is the holy Church. Pe loveth alto the 
nelody of the Parp, that is, he lobeth much 
Fhem that teach rhe hole Moꝛd of God. 
Chis poo; man that ſate by the waters fide, 
crokenerb the Yzelates of the Church, and 
he Pzeacbers of } wozd of God, wobich ought 
wap to be refident in their Charge, and 
t in the wozld, that is, they ſpould not ſet 
heir delight on wozlaly things, The Y2ea- 
hers ought to babe the Parp of boly Scrip⸗ 
re, wherewith they may p2aiſe and bone: 
Bod, and alſo therewith dzaw out of this 
ve20d finners. Therefoze ſaith the Pſalmiſt 
hugs, ? raiſe the Lord upon the Harp, ſing 
othe Lord with a Pfalm of thanksgiving : 
Plal. 98. 6. But now adaps tbe Preacher 
ay ſay, Alas: ſoꝛ when J pzeacþ and teach 
he holy Scripture,' the Devil cometh and 
whifleth lo ſweerly, that the ſinners dꝛab to 
him, and will not bear the wozd of God: but 
hey turn themſelves onely to the deligbt of 
rp, flotfin. - The Devil deceibeth mankind by di⸗ 
dos pers ways, 

in Firf in the time of Pzeaching be maketh 
his eme to fleep, and them that be cannot 


make ta fleep be cauſeth them to talk 6 clatter: 


nd them that be cannot make to clatter, be 
etbBmakerh them ſo dull that ther cannot under⸗ 
Cul ſtand 
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"and what the Preacher caith : ind t 1 
that be cannot beguile by theſe. me mt 
putreth into them bufiners, and caufeth the 
to go out ef the Church. Behold bow mam 5 
waps the Devil bath to dereibe mankind 
of and to hinder the Moꝛd of God, Therefoxr 
ls © every Pꝛelate, and ebery Pzeacher ought ty a 
{ll babe the golden hook of Godg:U1opd again} 
this whitling, by wbieb they may dead fin 
ners out of this wozld' up to Heaben, Mn 
the which w us our Led Jeſus i, 


Amen. g 

Were pie. UI 
Mans ſo the Baus er of Gur Savious; ds riok th 
dear unto; hun and though he . caxeful for tie he 
conforming: .of her in the Rare of inc ere life et J 

ſhe is ſeduced by the tug . — ob the fleſſh 

which being a grievous! c gteſſor, is yet by 
carneft rerentince and amendment ot life, u. 
brought by the foul unto dutiful obedience to- Ne 
wards Go and man, that thence forwards con: jo 
tinuing they cogecker may be partaker of evt: Y. 

laſting” blefſedneſs, | 
The eighteenth Hiſtory. 

T: Here dwelt ſametime in Rome a might 
Emperoznamed ptolomehs, which h. 
but one Child, a Daughter, Whe 
fo mucb, that dap and night ſhe was e 
with armed Knights: and aber thote Knights 
be o2datned à Controuler to inftrint them 
boto thep ſhould do. Þe ozdained alſo a 
Steward foz to guide his bouſbold. And when 
all this was done, on a night as be lap in bis 
bed, 
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+ Shed, he reſolved that he would go viſt the holy 


: 


&; 7 


* 
» + 


then 


nam Into bim bis Steward and ſaid:Wy truſty er- 


Find Pant, If purpoſe now ta go ſ& the boly Land, 
em Pd tberetore commit my Dangbter to the 
t UPeeping, and charge thee. that ſhe lack no⸗ 
Zim bing, but that ſþe. babe all manner ok Jop 


 fin- | : 
«ro leave to thy deeping fibe Knights that be 
ber Euard, and Jcharge thee that they lack 


$I babe ſaid, thou $alt at my.cming again 
 NIeceive a great. reward. Then fafd rhe Ste- 
life, ward: PP Lo2d,i1 all that J may A will ſulfil 
to- cur command. Atgn the Emperoz took bis 
con jabrney toward tbe City ot Jqerulalem, and the 
e Steward a long time kept welk the Emperszs 
; ſcommanzdand the charge given him 
5 But at the latt it betell upon a dap, that 
wap Ats Steward vad krieg this daung Lady 


king alone in the Ozebatd, with whoſe 
der babe be was kuddaintp furppifed*;* wherefoze 


yes} weigtrwar; again ber will be deflcured 


a deen be. bad committed an with 


en nee han ever he lpted her dekope,o dzave her 
1 | | | Cut 
1 


1 


Land, And when all ibings were ready foz .. 
Wis journep acco2ding to bis deſire, be called 


at appeftaineth to ſuch a Uirgin.Wozeober. 


Inetbing tbat is. fitting ſor them. Alto A. 
eabe with thee mp Gzay-hound,cemmanding. 
iat that thou neuriſt and terd him ag hitherto. 
etteſf be hath been ; and if thou fulfill all this that 


It, be gave bet in language, and bated her 
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out ofthe Palace : wherefoze the Damtel! 
this meanes being dꝛiben to necefsfrp an 
great poberty, went from dooz to dob2 am 
begged her bzead. Fut when the'Rnights 


that were ber keepers ſaw this, thep repzobed 


famefullp the Stewaed of this inbumane 
died. Then the Steward waxed bozath, and 
foz great hate that he had in bis heart, bf 
fpotled the VBnights of their goods, and dzov 
tbem from the Palace, And loben they wen 
thusrodbed and exiled, ſome foz lack of lib- 
ing became theibes andfome men Kkiflers, i. 
that thzough this inconvenience they wzough- 
great harm. | 
Not long aſter there came tidings that tht 
Emperoꝛ was arrived in that Land coming 
domeward, And whon the Steward heard 
this, be was greatly troubled and mobed in 
bimtelk, and ſaid ; It cannot be but I ſhall 
be accuſed foz mp treſpaſs that J babe com- 
mitted againft tbe Emperozs commandment, 
and be bath eber been my good merciful Lozd, 
therefoze better it were, that J go and meet 
him with all lowlinefs and humilitp; and ac: 
cufe my ſelf unto bim, and ask bim mercy, 
than that any other ſþould .pzeveut me, and 
accuſe me to my Lozd foz treafon. Then th! 
Steward ſtraight put off his cloaths, ſave bis 
holen 6 bis ſhirt, and took thee Ropes with 
bim in his right hand, and bare-foot went _ 
a 


Geſta Romanorum. 


bad eſpted him coming a far off in ſich man⸗ 
ner be wondzed greatly. And when the 
Steward was come fo neer that be might 
qi coeak to the Emperoz, be felt down on his 
knees and ſaluted him reverently, Then ſaid 
the Emperoz, what is befallen thee, that thou 
vEmetteſt me after ſuch a ſozt ? foz in that thou 
art mp Steward, thou ſpouldeſt habe met 
me with a great company of Poble Knights, 
Oh my Lord, quoth be, there is a heabp 
chance befallen me, foꝛ which it bebobes me 
to meet pour Mighneſs thus. Then ſaid the 
Emperoꝛ what chance is befallen these? y 
Reverend Lozd, quoth he, it beboobes' you 
firſt to ask me why Jbzing with me theſethze 
ropes. Then taid the Emperoz, wby beareft 
thou theſe thzee ropes in thy band? Lhen 
anſwered the Steward, and ſaid: This firg 
rope J bzing with me to binde my hands 
mt, | andfeet ſo hard, till the bfood burſt out on 
22d, either fide, foz that J have well 'deferved ; 
cet | the fecond Rope J bzing 'wfth me, to'dzgw 
ac- | meat the Pozſe tail upon the pabement, tin 
ty bones be bare without fleſþ, foz rhat itis 
ind] but due to me fo? the great Treaſon" J pape 
the! done againſt pou, The third Nope J habe 
his | ſ20ught is to bang me with, upon an high 
fth | Gallows, ſo long till that the Birds light on 
ind mp Bead, and on my Bodp, teed themſelves 
an 


met tbe Emperoz. Now when the Emperoz 
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| The Hiſtory of 
on my fleſh, foztþeſe things are due ts ſuch 
Lreſpafſers 6 bzeakersg of the Law as J am. 
Yet Oh my Reberend Loꝛd, babe mercy on 
me, foꝛ I dare not acknowledge mp treſpaſs, 
untill I habe obtained pour. pardon. Then 
laid the Emperoz, Iſee in thee great con tri⸗ 
tion, therefoze tell me thy treſpaſs, and ſurelp 
thou ſpalt find Wercp and Gzace, Alas, ales, 
then ſatdthe Steward, J habe de ned thine 
only Daughter, and babe dziben her out of 
the Palace, ſo that now in great neceſstity 
fbe beggeth from doo? to dooz, J babe alſs 
diſpoiled thy Knights of all their goods, and 
new (ome of them in regard thep lack living, 
become tbeebes and robbers, and ſome men- 
killers, and the Controuler of the Knights 
I bave ain, but J fed thy Gzay-hound with 
the beft meat as long as J might, and tied 
bim witha chain, yet at the laſt be bzake bis 
ain and wentbis way, fo that now he run I 
neth about the Country. bt 
When the Emperoz heard this, be was 
ſos aſtoniſbed, and ſaid; Paſt thou deflol 
red my Daughter, whom I lobed fo well, and 
alſo diſpoiled my Knights, and lain their 
Controuler 3 and the Gzap-hound, whieb J 
lobed ſc well, of whom J gabe thee charge, 
is he gone alſo ? Surely were it not that I 
bad ſoꝛgiben thee,. and that thou baft hum⸗ 
bled thy ſelf ſo.muchþ;J would habe put heres 6 
k 
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the bileſt Death that ceuldbe thought ; not; 
withftanding-depart hence fozth with, and 
on being again my Daughter, that thou maift 
ſs, Þ marry her, and if any harm hereafter befall to 
Jen her,thzough thy default, then will J double thy 
rri- © puniſhment. Alſo bzing again my Knights 
lp and reſteze to them their goods, and ſet them 
es, in their State 6 Cffices as thep were befoze. 
ine J Alto ſeeMdiligently foz my Gzaphound tilk 
of thou find him, and make him faft, ſo that bere- 
it) after in ther there may be no fault found, Now 
als then the Steward heard this,be bowed down 
and Þ with moſt bumble ſubmiſſion, and thanked 
no, || the Emperoz foz his great mercy, and then 
en- be went fozth, and ſought diltgently thzough 
bts all the Empire, untifl be found the Emperozs 
ith Daughter, and the Knights, and the Gzay- 
ied (| bound, and bzought them home again, And 
bis Jafterbe had married the young Lade, and 
un- teſtozed again the Knights goods, be ended 
his life in peace. 
246 The Moral. 
au | Dear Friends,this Emperoz betokeneth our 
ind $1020 Jeſus Cherft, is Daugbter betokeneth 
the Soul of Pan, made after the ſtmilitude of 
our L. d God. The fibe Knights are þ fibe wite 
umed with the bertue of Baptiſm foz the pe- 
ubation of the Soul. The Controuler of the il 
Inigbts is Keaſon, which ought to rule the 1 
Wits, The a” is the fleſþ of man: 
any 
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and the Steward is every man, to whom God 
bath given a life and ſoul to keep under pain 
of loſing eberlaſting life. But w2etched and 
wicked man, net remembering what is to 
come, full often cozrupteth and polluteth his 
Soul with fin, and repelleth ber from her 
Palace oiYeaben, 6 then wandzeth ſhe from 
doo? to dooz, that is, from fin to fin. Þ! 
diſpoileth theſe fibe Knights cf rhffr goods, 
that is the fibe Mits, oz rather gracious 
Mertues, taking away the natural light from 
their eyes, gibing them bad counſel, alf| 
moving their ears to liſten unto nander a dF | 
backbiting, andſo foꝛth of afl the other Min 
thus ſome be made theebes. and ſome Thang , 
killers, Lhe Waſter of theſe five Wits vY | 
Hain whenſoever man is ruled by Mill, an ; 
not by Reaſon. The Gzayhound, that u | 
the Fleſh, wherein a man deligbteth, way , 

0 

5 


fed and bound with a Chain of Reaſon, but 
bꝛeaking out; full oft doth much barm. 

Lhe coming again of this Emperoz fron o 
the holy Land, berokens the coming of out "A 
Lozd Jeſus 'Chziſt at the dayof Doom to judge 
all Mankind. Wherefoze let us, as 5 Stewar 
dib, accuſe curſelbes of our fins firſt, leſt the 
Devil and the Wozld accuſe us, then it ist 
late to agk mercy : thereſoze put we off ob 
cloaths betime, that is, our ſintul Life, aud , 


rake we rhzee Bopes in our hands. Tho ul fe 
Reh 
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VBope that chauld binde our hands and fret 
betokeneth the e Rope of true repentance,whic 00 
my not on'y ought te binde our bands and feet, 
u but alſo our heart within us, and ours outward 
his converſations, in ſuch auſterity of life, that 
her is, that un might bofd it el, ereto accoꝛd⸗ 
uy eth Ezekiel ſaying thus: Whenſoever. che 
OY finful man doth repent himſelf he ſhall be 
WE forgiven. Cbeſecond Rope fox to dꝛaw the 
wy treſpaſſer, is acknowledging of our fins, 
ons which would dꝛaw us from b beginning of our 
ay life, unto our libes end, by a perfect reconci- 
a VF ligation of our ſelbesto God and man, unto 
any the time that the fleſb was fallen to the bones 
any that is, till the luſt of the fleſþ be turned away 
SUE bp the ſtones of repentance. Foz eben as 
any the fone be Nature is hard, right ſo the wap 
t ü ok repentance ought to be hard. The third 
was Kope, that ſhould bang tbe Felon, is the rope 
bu of amendment of life: foz it is weitten in 
Holy Scripture, There is more joy in Heaven 
over one Sinner that turneth unto the Lord 
0 time, than over ninety and nine Juft Per- 
ons, 
Like as the Steward bzougbt again the 
Emperozs Pavgbter, ſo it beboveth us to 
cen about by a fruitiul Faith, untill we find 
1 4gatn our Joſt Soul, and to being ber again 
of f0the Church, to rule well our ive Wits, fo 
F feed our Gzaphound we ſhould, and make 
T 2 our 
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our life to clean and pute, that we fall not 
again to fin, foz fear that it foztune to us 
wozſe, and that we babe no leiſure to ast 
mercy again at our needs; and if we fulfill 
all this truely unfo our libes end, without 
doubt we ſhall obtain everlaſting life. To the 
which our Loꝛd bꝛing us all. Amen. 
The Argument. * 
The violating of our innocegcy in not imitating 
the aw of Gd, here deſcribed, which being 
adjudued after the Law is death, but by the me- 
rits of Chriſt our Saviour we obtain ſalvation. 
The ninetcenth H iſtory. 

N Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Gm- 

peroꝛ anda wiſe named Enſenne, who op 
dained a Law, that whoſeever rabiſþed a 
Mirgin, ſhould be at her diſcretion, whethet 
ſhe would put him to death, oz would tak? 

him to her Pusband, 

It befell after that a man rabiſhþed one 
night two fair Waidens: the firſt Damſel 
which he raviſþed defired that he ſpeuld die, 
but theſecond deffred him to her Þugband. 
The Kabiſher was raken and led befoze the 
Judge, that be might ſatisſie both theſe Dam 
ſels accoꝛding ts equity of the cauſe. The fitſ 
Damſel deftred his deathaccozding to the laws 
Then ſaidthe ſecond, J deſtre to habe bin 
mp Hu sband: and like as thou baſt the Lav 

loꝛ thee, ſo in like caſe J babe foz me, and 


alſs my betition is much better then * 
0 


a mr. os i©Awc 


Geſta Romanornm. 


foꝛ it is moꝛe charitable: therefoze me thinks 
in mp reaſon, that the Judge ſbould gibe ſen- 
tence to the fabour 6 furtherance of my deſire 
s& Men the Judge beard the mercy ofthe ſecond 
il F Damtel, be gabe Judgment that he ſhould 
ut take her to Wife, and ſo it was done. 
be 16 0 he Moral. 
| Dear Friends this Emperoꝛ betokeneth 
aur Lozd Jeſus Cheift, The ra biſper beto- 
's | beneth ebery finner, which rabiſheth the holy 
'2 | Commandmentso6God by fin,foz the Devil 
n. can never overcome Man, except be be ſul⸗ 
fered by. tbe will ; Foz Saint Auguſtine ſaith, 
m. it is not fin except it be voluntary. The ra- 
0 | biſher alſo is called befoze the Juſtice, when 
the Soul is departed from the Bodp: and 
het anon the fixſt Damſel ( Innocency) laid a- 
atze gain the Sinner, that be ougbt to die eber- 
laſtingly.by the law of Righteouſn eis: But the 
one F other Paid (that is, Chrifts merits) alledged 
el fo2 bim, how the mercy of God ought to help 
ie, # by hearty Repentance, and acknowledging of 
nd. | fins, which is the high way to eberlaſting life. 


the Unto the which God being us all. Amen. 

am⸗ The Argument. 

fit} The Mother and the Child of Gace and of the 
15 Reprobate is here ceclared, and ſe: forth: ice 
a which of them ſhall be ſaved, und wi ick of them 
bin mall be damned, is not yet revealed to che 
World, until the Jaſt and dreadful da y of jud 
ment. 


gen 
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The twentieth Hiſtory, + 
Q Omtimes, there dwelt in Rome a mighty 
Emperoz. and a rich, named Lypodus, 
which took to Wife a fai: Utrgin-e a gentle 
the Daughter of the King of Aſſyria, This 
young Lady conrerbed and bear him a Son, 
and in the birth ſpe dted: not long after ber 
dceeaſe the Emperoꝛ married another Mile 
and had by ber a Son: and immediately after 
the ſecond Child was bozn, be ſent them 
both into a Strange Land, there to be 
bought up. Now when the Chiſdzen had 
been there long, the Etnp;iſs ſaid: Wp te⸗ 
berend Loꝛd, ten years be now fullp etpired 
fince J bear mp Son, and pet J nieber ſaw 
him but once, and that was the firft dap of hit 
birth, therefoze J befeech pou my Koꝛzd, to 
to fend foꝛ him, to the end that J may once 
re jopce me in his fight, Then laid the En⸗ 
pero, I babe another child by my fit ſt· Mife, 
and if J tend foꝛ thy Son, then muſt J tend 
foz them both: notwithſtanding, at the Em⸗ 
pzefſes reqneſt he ſent foꝛ them both. And when 
they were come, they were of paſſing feature! 
well trained up, o ſo paſſing like in all things 
that hardly the one might be known from the 
other, but the Father knew the difference. 
Then laid the Mother of the fecond Child: 
p Lozd,J pꝛap pou tell me which cf theſe;is 
m Hon. Then the Emperoz called to _ 
that 
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that Son that he begat en bis firſt Mife. 


men the Empzeſs heard this, ſþe gabe all 
care to nourtſþ him, and neglected the other 


Child. Now when the Emperoz ſaw this, 
he ſaid? Truly J deceived thee : Without 
doubt this is not thy Son, but one of them 
two is thy Son. Then laid the Pother, 
Pp Lozd, J moſt garneſtly entreat pou, that 
vou world tell me without diſſembling, which 
0ithem is my Son. The Emperoz anſwer- 
aud ſatd, certainly J will not tell you, 
untill they be bath come to mans eſtate, and 
ther is my reaſon ; Firſt, I tclo peu that this 
was ycur Son, and you cheriſhed him, and 
fofook that other? and when J told vou 
that this was pour Son, then thou flightlp 
regarded the firſt, and cheriſhed the ſecond. 
Therefoze my defire is, that thou cheriſh them 
both alike, that J map habe like joy of them 
When the Empziſs heard rhis, fie cheriſpsd 
them both alike. And when they were both 
at age, the Emperoꝛ made a great teaſt, and 
befoze all his Nobles he told his wile openly 
which was ber Son, Tien rejoyced the Em⸗ 
gels greatly, and when ſhe had lived a good 
time, ſþe ended her life in peace and reſt. 
The Moral. 

Dear Friends ibis Emperozs Sons be⸗ 
tokeneth thoſe that be choſen to everlaſting 
life , And thoſe that be not choſen, The 
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- Wotber of them fs 5 Pzobidence of God that 
nouriſbeth them both: therefoze our Loꝛd will 
not that his Pzovidence fþould let the wozld | Bei 
buow which be choſen, and which be not Þ thi 
choſen: Foz if ſhe knew that, then would Hit 
ſhe lobe the one and hate the other, and 6 T 
Charity among us would be overthzown., and || fit 
tre ſþould libe in difcozd and ſtrife : bit | we 
Truth at the dap of Judgement ſþaf! tell -to | fc 
us which of them $all be tabed, and which | in 
of them ſhall be damned. Therefoze pay 
we in this Moald, that we map came to the 
eberlaſting feaſt in Peaben, Unto the wh 
God bzing us all. | 


The Argum nt. : | 
The ungodly of this World will not take any pains 
to live vertuouſly, and yet oftentimes ti ey ate 
enriched for the molt part with the riches of 
Fortune, but they are net careful of rhe reward 
laid up for the righteous in Heaven, neither do 
they fear the torments of Hell appointed for 
the Reprobates, 
The one and twentieth Hiſtory 
Cometime there dwelt in Rome a Noble 
Emperoz, named Polinus, which had thzee 2 
Sons hom be loved much. It befell upon the; 
a day. when this Emperoꝛ lap upon his bed, he aber 
dethought him to which of bis Sons be might don 
gibe his Empire after bis deceaſe. Then I ebil! 
called he to bim his thzee Sons, and ſaid: Ygq, 
which of you is moſt floathtull, he ſpall hab? A gry | 


mine 


1 
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mine Empire after my -deceaſe. The firff 


Hon anſwered and laid: the Empire by 


reaſon would be mine, fo2 J am ſo flcathfull, 
that if my foot were in the fire, J had rather 
it ſho uld be burnt, then J would take it out. 
Then ſaid the ſecond, J am (quoth he) moze 
fit fozthe Empire than thou, toz though there 
were a coꝛd about my heck wherewith A 
ſpould be hanged. and if J had a ſharp ſwozd 
in my hand, foz very florh J would not once 
put fozth my hand to cut the ceꝛd to ſabe my 
life, And when theſe two Bzethꝛen bad 
thus laid, then the third ſpake fozhimſelfthus: 
J ought to be Empero? befo2e pou both, foz 
J exceed pou in oth, and J will pꝛobe it 
thus: Ilie up right in mp bed, and there dzop- 
eth water upon mine eps, and foz bery fleth 
J will not mobe my bead: neither to the 
right fide of the bed, noz to the left, to ſabe 
my ſelf, When the Emperoz beard this, 
be bequeathed his Empire unto the poungeſt, 
as tothe floathfulleſt of the bꝛethꝛzen. | 
The Moral. 

Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 
the Devil, which is tte Lo2d and Father 
ober tht ungodly in this world. By the firſt 
don is uuderſtood, a manthat chanceth into 
ebil company, by which he falleth into mit⸗ 


demeanour, and had rather be burnt in the 


fire of fin than depart from them, The 
ſerony 


— ä — —— —— Lab 


— — edu coy ceneuro— —o__ ama 2 
— 


The Hiſtory of 
ſecond Son betokeneth him that knows him. 
ſelf to be faſt bound with the band of fin; 
herewith he is to be hanged on the gallotws: 
ok Mell, and is fo ſtothful, that he will not 
cut it away withthe word of Repencance, 
By the third Son is underſtood a Wan that 
bears ef the joys of Heaben, andthe pains of 
Pell, yet will not mobe himſelf to the right 

noꝛ to the left fide to foxſake his fins foꝛ feat 
or eternal pain: ſuch a man withaut doubt, 
koꝛ his floth ſhall receive tbe Kingdom of Hell 
From which keep us dur Lozo Aetus. Amen; 
oy: be Argument. iin 
Man: Scul 28 Captain General with h s. forces 

olf armed Vexeies fight againſt a, ſtrong City, 
the World, wherein in tie Caſtle of Vanity, 
and in that are poyſoned forces of ſin, as mor- 
tal enemies of mankind, againſt: whom well ta 
fight is the means to obtain the victory ang 
triumph everl.Ring g 7 
' © Theiwoand twentieth Hiſtor. 
Lexander the mighty Emperoz ſame- 
time ruled, who belleged a city of the 

King of Egypt with a great Poaſt, neverthe⸗ 

leſs, this Emperoꝛ loſt many werthy Knights 

withzut any hurt oz ftroke. And thus from 
day to day bis people died ſuddenly, whereat 
this Alexander wondzed greatly, and. was 

Cozrowful tberefoze in his mind, he called un 

to him his wiſeft Philoſophers that might be 

ſound, and demanded of them twhy his oor 
f 
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thus fuddenly without anp wounds? The 
Philoſophers anſtvered aud ſaid: Wy Lozdz 
ir is no wonder ko upon the walls of that Ca⸗ 
tle within the City is a Cockatrice,th2ought 
whole tight pour men die, (op they are infect» 
ed with a benom that cometh from ber eps, 
zndthereupon they die⸗ 

Then this Alevander asked if there were 
ny remedp again the Cockatrice. The 
Philoſophers anſwered, and ſaid: Py Logds 
there is good remedy foz il it pleaſe. peu ta 
ſet- up a large Mirrour of clear glaſs ober 
againſt the Corkatrice; between your Poft 
and Wal ofthe City, when the Cockatrice be- 
holdeth her ſelfe in $ Mitrour, the deadly Na⸗ 
ute of the benemovs fight ſhall return again 
0 berfelf, and thus ſhe ſhall die, and.your 
men tall tdereby be ſabed. Then the Ems 
Pero did as the Philoſophers counſelled him, 
' Rand tet up fozthwich a large Mirrour of eps» 
Trenent clear glaſs, and thus was the Cocks 
atrice lain, and the Emperoꝛ wfrb his Hoaſt 
made an aſſault onthe Citp, and obtained 
the bictoꝛp. 


/- The Moral. 
Dear Friends this Emperoz map be cal- 
ed ebery Chꝛiſtian man, which ought to ga- 
her an Moaſt of birtue foz without vbertue 
% man can fight ſpiritually. The Citp 
qainſt which ye ſpall fight, is the Wozld, 
wherein 
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wherein there is an high Caſtle, that is, Us|. 
nity of Uanittes, and all is but vanity, ''Jn 
this Wanity\ ſtandetb the Cockatrice, tha /\ 
is, pride of life; deſire of the eyes, the uu], 
of the fleſh, wberefoꝛe this pꝛide infeceth u el 
many, that the die in ſin eberlaſtingly: where: An 
coze the beſt remedy againſt this peide, iu 
the conſideration of our uncleaneſs, bow we En 
came naked into the world. And if it be] the 
asted why a man is pꝛoud, it may be anſive-Þ} #9 
red thus, foz default of cloathing himſelf with 
vertues : what ſpall we do then we die thus 
ghoſtly, but ſetup:a pure mirrour of conſczencs 
that by that conſcience we may contider out 
flidings; and our bꝛittleneſs, as in a glaſs, 
where we may ſee cur default? And if we n 
thus, without doubt the Cockatrice, that u 
Pꝛide of life, deſire of the eyes, and Juſt:ofthy 
fleſp, ſpall be utterly detroyed, and we all 
obtain the: biſtozy ef this woeldly City, 
and by Cheiſts merits win: everlaſting liie 


Tinto the which be bzing us all, Amen; 
Ib Argument. | 
The ſoul of man being converſant in the Body 
wi:h the fleſh, the ſeeketh by ſiniſter̃ means to 
overthrow the Soul with her unclean luſts after 
the World, hre though the Soul for a tim 
ſuſſe reth ſhipwrack of worldly felici:y, yet the * 
Lien of the Tribe of Juda is of power, not on 
to comfort her in nc ceſsity, and to. make Mt 
to repoſſeſs her former eſtate in the World i 
come. Ih 
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| The 23. Hiſtory. 
A Mighty Emperoz ſometime ruled the Ko- 
mans, named Archelaus, who in his 
od age eſpouſed a'fair Lady, whom a young 
Knight loved, and had to do with her as oft 
zs him liſt. It befell on a night, that this 
Emperoz be thought him in bis Bed, to viſit 
ef the City of Jeruſalem, where without any 
„ no2e delay he oꝛdained all things neceffary 
1 his journp, aud taking bis of the 
5 
[ 
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Enpzeſs, and ot the States of t "Empire, 
vent towards thefaid City. 
| Uihen be Empzeſs heard this, ſbe took 
the Paſter of the Ship afide, and laid: Jf 
thou wilt content to me, and be true, ask 
ok me what theu wilt, and thou ſßalt de 
ſure to habe it. The Maſter of the Ship was 
coznupt with cobeteutneſs, and ſaid: O 
„Ine dear Lady , whatſoever theu- cam- 
„mand me, J will without fail fulfill it, fo 
that thou wilt reward me for mp labour. 
Then ſaid the Empzeſs, befoze thou dseſt 
ougbt fo2 me, J will gibe thee what eber thou 
defireſt, ſo that thou wilt wear to be true tg 
me, and keep my counſel, Then the Maſter of 
the Ship lwear to be true to her. 
Then ſaid the Empzeſs , y Lo2d geeth 
bvitb you in peur ſpip. theretoze when he is in 
be midſt of the Sea, caſt bim ober · board, that 
be ney be dꝛowned, and thou ſhalt bave what 
they 
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thou wilt fo: thy reward. Then the Maſt: 
.of the ſhip ſwear a great Dath, and ſaid: 
y the great God Jupiter, after he cometh| pe! 
once within my Ship, you ſpall never tt the 
him moze. Then the Lady gabe bim as va 
mucb gold ds he would habe, and he went u be 
his ſhip. Ph 

And within ſboꝛt time after the Empers 
tovk Shipping, and when it was in midſt of 
the © Paſter of $ Ship took the Emperg 
and im ober boozd into the Sea. Mh 
the Walter returned again, be told the en 
eſs how he caſt the Emperoꝛ into the Sea, 
whereof ſþe was right glad. 

ThisEwmperoz that was caſt inte the Se, 
bad learned in his pouth to ſwim, and ſ wan 
ta a Jland inthe Sea, and when he was faint, 
andlike to be dzowned, he pꝛaped to God 0 
be bis help. At length be came into 
little Nand wherein was nothing but Lion 
and Leopards, and ſuch other beaſts as ſwan 

thither from other Lands, When the En: 
pero? had got toland in tbat Ite, be eſpied 4 
young Lion fighting with an old Leopath, 
and the Lion was too weak, and was almoſt 
oberecme. Now the Empero? bad great cum 
paſſion on the Lion, and deta out his Sword, 
and fozth with llew tte Leopard.” The Lid! 
(rom that time ſozth fallowed the Empero?, 
and would nor leave him foz anp ww 
ever 
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every day p pzepthat the Lion took, be bꝛought 
and laid at the Emperoꝛs feet, and the Em- 
1 pero? Cmotefire with a flint ſtone, and boiled 
the body of the Beaſts in the skin: and thus 
$f was betedbya long ſeaſon, At length, as 
de walked by the Sea ſhoze, beſaw a goodly 
Ship come ſailing by, with a high boice be 

2} cried. And when the Ship-men beard the 
voice, they wondzed what it might be, where» 
deze they ſailed toward bim: and when they 
were come neer him, be aid: Good friends 
„ take me with pon, and J ſhafl.pay you a goed 
fraught. So they itovk him iuts their Ship, 
and be Lion follawed him, ſwiming in the 
ea after the Ship: and when the Lion was 
neer dꝛowned, the Ship⸗men had pitty on 
him, vnd took him into the Sbip. Rob 
wen the Emperoꝛ came to land, he payed 
bis fraught, and went fozth with the Lion 
tilt he come neer his own Palace where he 
beard Trumpets, and all vther: \Mufick, and 
as he marboſled what it might ve, there came 
fromithe Pallace a Squire toward him chat 
be knew, butthe Squireknew him not: To 
bhom the Empere2 ſaid thus: Good friend, 
IJ pzay thee tell me what is the cauſe of this 
melody: The Squire anſwered and ſatd, 
the Empereſs is married this day, and all the 
States of the Empire are at the Feaſt, and 
therefo;e they make tuch melodp. Then 
ſatd 


— == 


CIS BS mn 2s wh THY > 


— — 


= 


8 


The Hiftory of 
taid the Emperoz to the Squire « where u Li 
her husband, that was the Emperoꝛ befoze? and 
The Squire ſaid, that he went to the Mel Þ the 
Land, and was dzowned by the wap. Then ai 
the Emperoz :faid: Sir, J pꝛap you tell the M dert 
Empꝛets and the Lozdthat ſhall be her Hus I No! 
band, that (J to pleaſe them) will ſbew their eri. 
Dajeſties rare ſpozt with my Lion. The Mihet 
Squire granted to do his errand, and went K 60! 
in and told his Loꝛd and Lady that a goodly 102 
old man ws at the gate, that would ſew a lot 
them ſpozt with bis Lion; Then ſaid the 

new married Lady, b2ing him in, be per- D 
chance may deſerbe meat foz bis play. When: unde 
the Emperoz with bis poung Lion was bzought Kſeth t 
in, the Lion without any ſetting on, ran get e 
upon the young Knight that was newly mar mike, 
ried, and flew him, and wben: be bad ſe Negair 
done, be ran upon the Empzeſs alſo, and de Ker, tl 
boured her to the bones, befoze afl the Lozds 
of the Empire. And wben the Robles lab 
this, thep were greatly agaſt, and began to 
flee, But the Emperoz with his fair ſpeech he we 
perſwaded them, and ſaid, Lo, this is the 
vengeance of God, foz this my Wife bath 
uſed Adultery long time with this Knight Kreat ; 
that lieth dead, and ſbe pꝛacticed my death 
with the Paſter of the ſhip, and thereupon pen b 
be thzew me into the Sea, but God ſabed me Down; 


from death; and becauſe J helpt once => 
ton 
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Lion at a need, be neber fozſeok me fnce, 
and not, as ye af ſee, when J came into 
the Palace, without pꝛoboking of me he hath 
ſain both the Adulterers, and therefoze un- 
erſtand pe foz truth, that J am your Emperoꝛ. 
Now when they beard this, thep looked moze 
ſeriouſly upon him, and diſcerned him to be 
their Emperoz, and greatly rejopcing,pzaiſed 
God foz that miracle, which had ſabed their 


Loꝛd and Emperoz. And they lived together 


a long time in Peace. 
The Moral. 


Dear Friends, by this Emperoz we may 


underſtand ebery Chꝛiſtian Man that purpo⸗ 


ſeth to viſit the City of Jeruſalem, ttat is, ts 
get eberlaſting life, thzough faith. But bis 
wife, that is, the wzerched fleſÞ, murmureth 


against the faul, and lobeth better an Adulte⸗ 


r, that is deadly fin, than her husband. 
This Emperoz went inte a ſbip, takingbie 
journey towards the City of Jeruſalem, that 
is, he went ta the Church sf God, which is 
the way to God: but the Mife, that is,fleſþly 
men, accuſed him to the Maſter of the ſpip, 
that, is to the Pzelates of the Cburch, foz 
great Reward, which oftentimes do blind the 
Ight of many Juftices, whereby manp perfect 
ben bs caſt out of the ſpip into the ſea to be 
owned, that is, out of the Church into the 
'a of this Moꝛld. But what ſpall we do then 
G | at 
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that is thus caſt to be troubled in this Wo21d 


to ſwim, that is, let him put all his hope in 


ther; and being ſent for to cure the Malady 0! 
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certainly, this ougbt he to do: let him learn 


God, and by bis grace he ſhall come to an 
Illand, that is tbe Religion of Þeart,and then 
he ſpall love eber the better to keep himſelf out 
of this Moꝛld, and therefeze . James ſaith, 
A pure Religion and undefiled before God e 
ven the Father is this, &c. And he that is in 
thit Religion ſball find a Jon, whome he be⸗ 
hoveth to habe againſt th Debil, This Lion 
is our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt that came of the 
-T'bibe of ſuda, who fighteth'eber again the 
'DebH,and if a man hath holpe this Lion, that 
*#$,hdth [crbed God againſt his enemies at a- 
np time. he map truſt well that be will net faz 
fake him at his need, accozding to the Pſa} 
mitt, taping l am with him in trouble. B. 
this Lion thou muſt tame thy wife, that isthy 
'Kef/ with repentance, and flap thy fin, an 
then wit hoiſt doubt thou ſhalt obtain the Em 
pire of Peaben, Unto the which bzing us al 
ptr Lo2d Jeſus, Amen. 
. The Argument, 

The Sg ul of man eſpouſed to chriſt in 8aptifm 
vet dieth by means of fin, ſeaviug behind het 
Son called r caſon, or rather the Mord of God, 
* which ſearchech the diſeaſe of man, her ſinful Fa 


his ftep- mothers will, he retuſeth to adminiſte 
ohofly comfort unto her. 
OR Tü ther 


A ther began to fall ſick, and many Phyfiti- 
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The 24. ſtory - 0 
Omteime there dwelt in Rome a Noble | 
Emperoꝛz, named Gregory, who married 
a hertuoug and beautiful Lady to his wife. 
This young Lady in due pzoceſs of time con- 
cetbed and bare a Son, a fair and an amiable 
child, When this child was ten dapes old, 
his mother the Empzeſs died: Not long af» 
tet the Emperoz married another Wife ; 
The lecond Mife could not affect oꝛ lobe by 
any means the Emperoꝛs Son, but did him 
all the ſhame and repzoach that ſþe might, 
When the Empcro? perceibed this, willing 
to pleaſe his Mife, he exiled his Son out of 
bis Empire. And when the Son was exiled, 
he went and ſtudied Phyftck, fo that within a 
ſbozt time he was a sbilfull 6 cunning Phyſi- 
tian. It befell not long after, that rhe Empe- 
oz bis Father (ickned, and was almoſt at 
deaths dooz,wherefoze when be heard that bis 
Son was ſo good a Pbyſitian,be ſent foz him 
by letters. pzaping him that he would come 
to him without delay, Now the Son willing 
to obep his Fathers commandement, in all 
haſt came to him, and when be bad felt his 
pultes, he ditcerned the fickneſs, and mini⸗ 
— phpſick to him, whereby he Goztlp recoe 
ed. . 
Hot long after,the Emperets his ſtepmo- 
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ans ſaid ſhe would die. And when the Empe⸗ 
roz beard this, be ſent to his Son to help her 
ok her ſickneſs. Then ſatd his Son, Certain. 
Ip Father I wtil lay no hand on her, Then 
the Emperoꝛ began to wax wꝛoth, and ſaid: 
If thou wilt not obey my Commandement, 
thou alt hence fozth depart my Empire. Mis 
Don anſwered and ſaid, if thou do fo (dear 
Father) you do unrightly, foz well pou know, 
that pou exiled me of pour Empire th2ough 
her ſuggeſtion, and my abſence was the cauſe 
of pour ſickneſs, now my pꝛeſence is cauſe of 
ber fickneſs,« therefoze J will not medle with 
her, noꝛ uſe any phpſick unto. her, foz often; 
times Phylitians are deceived in their Pa- 
tients, therefoze J dare lap no hand on ber, 
{oz if it ſyould foztune her to die, men would 
judge that mp Phyſick were the cauſe thereof, 

Then ſaid the Emperoz: ſþe hath tbe be 
rp fame ſickneſs that J had. Pig Son au⸗ 
cwered and ſaid: Though ſhe habe the ſame 
ſickneſs, nevertheleſs pou are not both of one 
conſtitution : foꝛ whatſoeber J did to you, 
pou were therewith content, and when yol 
ſaw me come within the Palace, pou re jopced 
at my coming and was greatly pleaſed with 
the light of me that you begat: but when 
this mp ſtep⸗mother law me, ſhe was angiy, 
and took cozfie at ber beartgand therefo2e if J 


ſhould but ſpeak to her, her Fozrow would much 
meze 
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moꝛe encreaſe, and if I ſhould offer to touch 
ber, he would be in a rage. Alld a Phyfirtan 
pꝛofiteth little except the patient take plea⸗ 
ſure in him: Pow none can cure her of en by. 
And when he had ſpoken his mind, he took 
his leabe and departed thence. 

The Moral: F 

Dear friends this Emperoz betokenetÞ 
ebery Chꝛiſtian man, which is married to 


Chztſt in the Baptiſm of regeneration, foe 


then the Soul is made the ſpoute of Ch2iff,on 
whom eur Sabiour begetteth a Son, that is, 
the knowledge of his Uaszd and Mill. But 
when the child grew up to fome ten years of 
age, oz ſome increaſe in vertue, his mother 
Chriſtianity died; then bertue departed from 
youth, and afterwards the Chziſtian man bis 
Father matcheth himſelf with another wo- 
man, the ſtep⸗ mother of the ſatd youth, na- 
med ignoꝛant Envy, which in no wife could 
affect the Emperoꝛs Bon of knowledge,where- 


foze ſhe cauſed him to be baniſhed into a 


ſtrange Country, from his Father and her 
both. Jr hapned that the good Chꝛiſtian man, 
being ober ruled by bis Waite, falleth ſick, 
and ſendeth foz his Son, that is, knowledge 


of Gods Mozd and Will, to cure Him. 


as his Phyfittan, who dutrfuſly perfozmeth 
the kame, But his ſtep⸗mother falling ck 
at the light of the Emperozs Bon, though the 
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Ch2iftian man her Pusband labours to him 
to cure her, as a good Phpfitian of ber Soul, 
pet ſhe not liking his good endeabour to win 
ber from her ignorant enby of the Truth, is 
berp hardlp healed of her fickneſs, but often- 
times dieth in her ignorant enby and wilfu 
wickedneſs without any hope of bealth o: 
life unto eternal ſalbatten, ſo that Pbytfitian 


cemes hither to late. 
The Argument. 


Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God ouaht to be cheriſhed 
and foſtered in our hearts by faith & good life: 
whizhis taken from us when we are notthanktul 
unto him for his graces. Wherefore the Prea- 
chers of Gods word, as good Phyſitians , are 
ſent nnto us, for to admoniſh and warn us to 
perſevere in amendment of. | fe: nd conftant 
hope in Chriſts merits, and ſo ro hy hour him in 
our hearts, he · may thereby beſtow on us the 
promotion of heavenly bliſs. 

| The 25 Hiſtory. 
C ©metimes there dwelt in Rome a miabtp 
Emperoꝛ named Folenus, who tock to 

wife the Kings Daughter of Germany, a 

fair Lady and courtecus, which within ſpoꝛt 

time conceibed and bear a Son, When 
the Child was bozn, the States of the Em- 

Pire came bo the Emperez, and eberp one be- 

ſought the Emperoz to habe the bzinging up 

of his Son. The Emperoz anſwered, and 
ſaid: To motrow ſhall be a Turnep, —. 
| there 
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there you ſpall all be, and whichof you deth 
belt, and obtaineth the bictozy, he ſhall habe 
the keeping of my Sen: and if he train him 
up well, I fbafl pzemote him to great dignity 
and honour, and if he do the contrary he fhafl 
die the foule® death that can be thought. 
Then laid thep: Moſt reberend Lozd,- all 
this pleaſeth us well, Dn the mozrow, 
when ebery man was come to the Turnep, 
the States juſted baltantly : but at length 
came a valtant Knight named Joſjas, who 
ſo couragiouſiy bare himCelftbere, that he 
obtained the -bictozp : and immediately after 
the Turnep was all done, this Joſias took the 
Child, and led him home with him. Aud be- 
cauſe the Empero2s Bon ſheuld be received 
with tate in bis Countrie, he ſent befoze to 
his Caſtle, and commanded bis Officers that 
they ſhould royaſly pzobide fo2 bim, and that 
the Childs Lodging ſhould be in the midſt of 
the Caſtle, and alſo that the ſeben Sciences 
ſhould be pourtraped about the Childs Wed, 
that when the Child boaketh out of his fleep, 
he might lie in his Bed, and behold the ſame. 
The Knight had a wholeſome nell by the 
Childs bed (ide,wherein he uſed to bath him⸗ 
ſelk and the Knights Wife bare the key of 
the Well, and there was a Mindow where- 
at the Sun might comfoꝛtably fine upon him. 
It foztuned upon a dap, that the Lady let 
G 4 open 
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open the Window thzough negligence,which 
being done, thither came a Bear, and ſeeing 
the Mindow open, went to the Mell, and | £ 
bathed him therein, of whofe bathing the 2 
Mell ſabeured aſter, thzough the great heat Þ a1 
which was at that time in the hunted Bear, Þ 
whereby whoſoever dzank of that water wared v 
lepꝛous within ſhozt time after. So it foztuntd to 
that the Lozd andthe Lady, with all the heul⸗ hi 
hold, by dzinking of the water of that Mell ro 
became Lepers, notwithſtanding it appeared hi 
not pzeſentiy. Not Jong after it foztuned there gt 
came a great Eagle in at the Window where 
tbeEmpero;s Son lay, and bare the Child . 
wap out of the Cradle. Now: when the 'Loz 
ot the Caftle heard this, be wept bitterly and 
ſatd; Alas, alas, wo is me-weetehed creature, 
that eber J was bozn, what ſhall J do? nov 
JI am the Son of death, fo: J am become 4 
loatbſome Leper, and ſo is mp Mitfe with 
afl my Houſhold, alſo the @mperozs Son it 
loſt and gone. | the 
Nob while he thus mourned, there came u oy: 

him a Pbyſitian, and fatd: Sir, if peu wil ny 
do after my counſel, poi ſhall not repent puff Se 
Firft it behoobeth you, pour Mile, and al 
pour Mouſpold to be let blood, and after that t. 
be bathed and clean waſhed, and then J wil 
apply to pou my medicine: and when pou att 
whole then fell pou and our Mouſpold wal 
| v 
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up to the mountains, and ſeek the Emperozs 
Son, foz the Eagle bath let it fall there in 
ſome place. Then the Loꝛd followed the advice 
and counſel thus given him by the Pbyſitian, 
and fozthwith be and all bis Pouſbould 
were let blood, and receibedthe medicine, and 
within a ſhozr time atter were all whole and 
ſound, When thep were thus hraled, he took 
his Pozſe, accompanied with three men, and 
rode fozth to ſeek the Child, 6 at laſt he found 
him whole and ſound lying in a valley, where⸗ 


dt he greatly rejoyced. And incontinently 


with great joy and gladneſs he led the Child 
home to the Emperoꝛ his Father. Now when 
the Empers? ſaw his Son in good health, he 
was right glad, and promoted him to great 
honour, And lo after that be had long time li⸗ 
ved there in noble ftate, he after ended his 
life in peace and reſt, | 
The Moral. 

Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 
the Father of Peaben, bis Son betokeneth 
our Lozd Jeſus Cheiſt, to nouriſp whom ma⸗ 
ny men defire,at ſuch time as they receibed the 
Sacramsnt of bis death d paſsion. Me nou⸗ 
riſheth bim beſt that juſteth with p Devil, and 
obercometh him bp gedly liie. This Anigbt 
that took bis Cbild with him betokeneth a 
good Chꝛiſtian man, that ebermoze abſtainetb 
truely from doing evil, and laboureth centinu- 
ally 
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ally to do good to all men, Therefoze do we 


as the Knight did, fend mefſengers- befoze to 
pꝛe pare & make clean the Caſtle of our hearts, 
from all ſpots of fin, by libely Faith, and ſy 
ſhall this Child Fefus reſt in the midſt of our 
hearts. 

The Well betokeneth Perce, whicb ought 
tobe next sur Lozd, foꝛ whoeber is without 
mercy and truth map net nouriſh the blefſed 
Child Jeſus: but it hapned oft, that the 
Knights Mile, that is the fleſb of Man, bear- 


eth the key of Percy, and oft leabeth that 


Mell open, and then comes the Bear, that is 
the Veil, and leabeth his loathlome filth in 
the Mell of mercy , and whoſo taſteth 
ti-ereat, (hail be infected with the lepzofie of 
ſin. The window wherein the Sun ſhined is 
the grace ofthe Holy Ghoſt, by whom men 
are comkoꝛted ghoſtlp. By this window the 
Gagle cometh in, that is the flying affections 
of the wicked Moꝛld, carrying away the 
knowledge of Sed from us,unts the bale of 
tgnorance and ſecurity, and thou man hath 
great cauſe to weep, but what ſþaſl we do when 
the Child is gore, but ſend toz a skilfull Phy- 
fitian, that is a diſcreet Miniſter ofthe UWozd 
of God, which ſhall gibe him counſel to let 
him blood, and all his Pouſho!d that is to put 
out fin thzough acknewledging thersef, and 
reconciling himſelf with earneft repentance, 
unto is Peabenly Father. Then 
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Then muſt be bathe himtelf with tears of 
contrition and compunction of heart, and after 
that, take the medicine of amendment of life, 
and ſo libe pure and clean from all manner of 
in, and when he had dane thus, be muſt leap 
on the Palfrep of good perſeberance from evil, 
and ride fozth with the thzee men, thst is, fal⸗ 
ling from ebil, Pꝛaping to God, and well 
deſerbing towards men, and: then without 
doubt be ſhall find the Child Jeſus in the bal- 
lep of humilitie, net on a Mill, that is P2ide. 
And ik he do this, daubtieſs be ſþall have 
might and power to nouriſh that blefſed Child 
Jeſus, fo2 whoſe nouriſhing the Father of 
beaben all pꝛomote him unto everlaſting 
jop. Unto the which joy be bring us, that 


ed his pꝛecioos blood foꝛ us, Amen. 
The Argument. 

Chriſt the giver of e erlaſting glory hat proclai 
med a like joy and bliſs in Heaven, as well to 
the poor as to the rich · But the rich c ftentimes 
— — the prerogative which the 
poor in heart enjoy by the providence of God, 
Yet as he js arighieous God, he ordaineth both 
tor the rich and poor in ſuch ſort, that if they wil 
they may together joyjuliy be ſatisfied with 
che great plenty of his abundant graces: 

The 26. Hiſtory. 
Ometime there dwelt in Rome a migbty 
Emperoz, named Fulgentius, which go- 
berned his people nobly, and loved them ſo 


mich, 
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much. that he made a pzoclamation th2ough 
out all Nations:that whoſoeber would come 
to him, rich oz pooz, at a certain dap, ſboulh 
habe their petition, whatſoever it were, 
When the mighty men beard this, they were 
glad, and came at the day alsigned, and eben 
man put foꝛth bis petition unto the Emperq, 
immediately their petitions were granted and 
fulfilled, inlomuch that a great part of the 
Rebenues of the Empire was diſtributed a: 
mong them. Then eberp man was jopfull, 
and went home again, and rook poſſeſſion sf 
ſuch Lands and Caſtles as the Emperoꝛ ha 
giben them. 

Stratghtway after, the pooꝛ men in theEm 
pers2s Dominions, gathered them together, 
and laid, a common cry was made that whs- 
ſoever came to the Emperozs Palace ſpoul 
habe whatſoever he asked. The rich men 
have been there lateip, and obtained their pt- 
titions: therefoze go we now, and try if we 
map obtain any good of the Emperoz- Nob 
this Counſel liked them all, wherefoze they 
went to the Emperozs Pallace, and there 
thep put fozth their petitions accozding to 
the Pꝛoclamation. 

When the Emperoz had heard them, he 
ſaid to them: Dear Friends, J babe heard all 
yorrr petitions, and it is true that my Pzocla 
mation was, that ebery man ——— 
ſpould 
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hould come and habe their petit ions, but the 


he iich have been here befoze you, to whom J 
habe given all that J had, ſabe only the ropal- 
of my Lozdſþip, and ſo habe notbing left 
to gibe you, Mhereto the pooꝛ men ſadlp re⸗ 
zlied, Moſt gracious Soberargn babe compal⸗ 
fon on us, & let us not ge away empt p, ſoꝛ we 
know well it is our own default that we came 
not rather with theſe other rich and mighty 
men? but ſtih it is ſo, we crabe pour grace, 
that we may obtain ſomewhat by the which 
we map libe. Then ſaid the Emperoz 5 Good 
friends, though J habe given moft of mp 
Lands, Rents, Tonements: and Caſtles to 
the rich men that came befoze pou, neberthe⸗ 
leis, I habe kept ſtill in my own bands the 
loberaignty and dominten ober them, and 

that I do gibe to you, and ſo they ſball be 

your ſerbants, and be obedtent to you all. 

Ind when þ psoz men heard this, they great- 
ly thereat rejopced, and kneeled down to the 
empetoꝛ and thanked him, ſaping, Lo though 
we be com late, yet we be Lo2ds ober all theſe 
ther. And with this they took their leabe and 
bent home again. But when the rich and 
nighty men beard that, thep were greatly 
mobed z and ozdarned a common Parliament 
among themſelves. And thus It was ſpoken 
among them : Alas, alas, how may we ſerve 
them that ſometime Kere but peſents, andotr 
ſiibirgs 
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ſubject in all manner of things? and noh 
thep be made Lozds ober us. Therefoze gi 
we all with one afſent to the Emperoz,s p2a3 " 
him foz redzeſs. When this was ſaid, they d 
fozthwith went to the Emperoz, and ſaid ty = 
him, Reverend Lopd, what may this mean, - 
thoſe that wore our ſerbants even while, de — 
now our Loꝛds? we befeech pour Mighnei⸗ tha 
that it map nat be fo, mic 

AL ben ſaid the Emperoꝛ: Py good friends, delt 

I do you no wong, fo my Pꝛoclamation was 700 
common, that wharſoeber pou astzed of me von gi 
fþould have pour petition, vou asked only of had 
me Lands and Þonours,and all tbeſe J hate 
grauted pou to pour obon defires, infomuch 
that I kept notding foꝛ mp ſelf,aud pon bert ten 
well content at pour going hence. Nobo af: 
ter that came the Ample and pooz men, and De 
asked of me ſome boon accozding to mp Be. I | 
clamatton, and J had nothfng to give then... 
but only the ſoberaignty and dominion abet I and 
vou, which A kept in my hands: and woben iich 
the nonꝛ men cried ſo to me, A gabe them the I mit 
authozity ober you, pet I ſee not that you can I u. 
blame me therefoze: fue I gabe peu all ih thin 
wealth which J had. Then ſafd they: O deat et 
and gractous Lozd, wwe pzay you let us habe f tout 
pcu belp'qadbile in that ſo dangerous a calt. |, 

The Emperoꝛ anſwered and ſafd ; Hits, 72 

if you Till follow mp adviſe, J ſhall give e 

460d and pꝛofitable counſel. Then 
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£ 
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Aden they ſaid: Me be ready to Fulfill 
whatfoeber pou adviſe us foz our pꝛofit. 


Then ſaid the Emperoz: Py lobing 
friends, you habe receibed of me both Lands 
and TLenements, and alſo great plenty of ho⸗ 
nours & pzeferments ; the which by imp coun- 
(zl pou ſball impart to the pooꝛ men, that thep 
map grant unto you the Soberaignty, and 
that dominion which they habe. When the 
mighty men heard this they willingly con 


deſcended to impart their goods among the 


poo2 men, and they 86 willingly gave them a⸗ 
gain the authozity ober them, like as they 


had of the rich meu. And thus were they both 


contented,and the Emperoꝛ was greatly com- 

mended of the people, becauſe be ſy well con- 

tented both parties. \ 
The Moral. 


Dear Friends, by this Empero is underſtagd 


dur L02d Feſiis Chiſt, wbich made a Peocla- 
mation by his P;ophcts,Patriarks, Apoſtles, 
and Pzeachers,that ebery man both pooꝛ and 
rich, (hould et me and ask everlaſting jop, and 
without doubt tbep ſhal obtain their petitions; 
But the rich and mighty men ask foz no other 
thing, but wozldlp honour 6 tranfitozp riches, 
wt this wozld (ball paſs, and all the cove- 
touſnefſs thereof: wherefcze he gabe them ſo 
much of wozldly wealth, that be had nothing 
(02 himiſelf.acco2ding to the Scriptures; The 
1 Birds 
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Birds of Heaven have neſts & the Foxes of the 
earth have caves, but the Son of man hath no. 0 
thing in the earth where he may put his head 
Mar. 8. 20. The pooz men be 5 meek in hean n 
of whom the Lozd ſpeaketh, ſaying : Bleſſed fi 
be the poor in Spirit, for theirs is che king. b. 
dom of Heaven, Mat. 5. 20. Son it ſþall ſeem w 
that they habe ſoveraignty in Heaben abobe a 
the mighty men of the world, therefoze theſe | tb 
rich men ought to impart of their temporal n 
riches to the pooz men accozding to the! te 
Scripture: Make you friends with riches of ® 
iniquity, that when ye ſhall want, they may m 
receive you into everlaſting habitation, Luk. be 
16, 9. And accozding to Tob. 4. 9. Give alms 
of thy ſubſtance : if thou haſt but a little, be 
not afraid to give a little alm And thus yt 
may attain unto the Kingdom of Peaben, 
Unto the which 1 befeech Almighty God wt 
bzingus all. ; 
Tie Argument. Art 

The Emperor of glory, Chriſt Jeſus, hath tuo tifi 
daughters, tbe one fair the other foul, the fal fig 
daughter is the world, and the pleaſures thereof, 
the foul is poverty and trouble: The fair daugh- 
ter is deſired of many,the foul of tew, for he that HP! 
loveth the world regardeth only the vanities I efp 
thereo*,bur he that Ioycth God will ſuffer all pet. ; 
ſecution and trouble ta; the ob'aining ot him. ii. 
The 27 Hiſtory, 

1 Rome ſometime dwelt a noble Emperoz, En 
named Domitian: which pad two Ou a 
ä ten 
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other foul and ill faboured: wWberefoze 
p;oclaimed thzoughont all his Gunpire, Tit 


who ſo would take his fair Daughter to Mifg, 


Gould hab? no other thing with her, but ber 
beautifull and comely perſonage ; but who ſo 
would marry bis foul Daughter, ſhould babe 
alt big Empire after bis deceaſe. Now tohen 
this Pzoclamation was made, there came ma- 
ny Lozds that deſired to marry his fairWaugh⸗ 
ter? to whom the Emperoz anſwered thus; 
9irs, ye wot not what pe deſire; for, it pe 
marry her, ye ſpall habe nothing with ber, bur 
her beautifull and comelp perſonage: and 
furthermoze, if J gtbe her to ane of pou rather 
then to another, pou will grudge; therefoze, 
if pe will needs habe her, and fozſake my faul 
Daughter, pou ſhall Juſt foz her, and he that 
winneth her ſball marry her. 

Then che Nobles and States of the Empire 


greatly rejoiced5 and foꝛ the lobe of that beau⸗ 


tifull Damſel tbep would not onely Juſt, but 
fight alſo, So thep ſet a day of battel, and 
many wozthp men were ain on both fides 3 
nebertheleſs, one abtained the victozy, ano 
eſpouſed that fair Lady, 

The ſecond Daughter, which was foul and 
ill laboured, ſteing ber Siſter ſo beſtowed with 
great ſoſemnity, wept dailp: therefoze the 


Emperoz ber Father came to her, e ſaid,Decr 


Þ Daughter, 


ters, the one of them was paſſing fair, byit the; FI 
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Daughter, why mourneft thou thus 22 Alas 
dear Father, _ ſhe, it is no wonder though 
I mourn, feeing mp ſiſter is married with 
great honour andgladneſs, and eher p man is 
joyful ot her, and no man careth fo2z my com- 
pany, therefoze, dear Father, what IJ ſball do 
I know not. Then ſatdthe Emperoꝛ: O mp 
dear Daughter, all that is mine is thine, 
and it is not umknown to thee, that he which 
married thy ſifter had nothing with her but 
ber beautiful coꝛps: and therefoze J ſhall pꝛo⸗ 
claim in mine own perſon thzough mine Em- 
pire, that what man will marry thee, J ſhall 
aſſure him the Empire after mp deceaſe byLet- 
ters patent. Then this poung Lady, t 'ough 
fþe was foul and ill⸗faboured, nevertheleſs 
the rejopcedgreatly in the pzomiſe of her father 
Shozrlp after the Pzoclamation was thus 
made, there came a pzoper and young Knight 
which eſpouſed the Lady, and after the death 
of the Emperoz, he teized upon all the Empire 
and he was crowned Emperoz, and ſhe Em⸗ 
pzeſs ; and after that thep had libed together 

a long time in peace and reſt, 

' The Moral. 

Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth I 
our Lo2d Jeſus Chzeiſt, which had two 
Daughters, the one fair, and the other foul: 
The fair Daughter betskencth þ wozld, which 


1 fa ir. and delectable to manp men. oy 
tour 
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foul betokeneth poberty and trouble, whom 
few menidefire to marry with. Nevertheleſs 
g Pꝛoclamation was made by the holy Sctip- 
ture, that who fo would habe dis fair Daugb⸗ 
te, tbat is, the Moꝛld, ſtould habe nothing 
with ber but ber fairnels, that is, the woz3ſy 
? F banities, which fade and fall away like as 
the beauty of man: but Who ſo will marry 
1 the foul Daughter, that is, will voluntarily 
receive pobertp and trouble foz Godg lobe, 
„ without doubt be ſball obtain the Empire of 
l heaben, accozding to the Scripture, ſaping: 
e that have forſaken all things for my love, 
to follow me, ſhali have everlaſting life. 
Pan Noble and wozthy men baue Juſted 
t the fair Daughter, that is, babe ſought 
„ Ind travelled by Sea and by Land in this 
" tbozld, foz covetouſneſs of 'wozldlp ricbes, 
and at length there be many Hain: foe there 
Jis nothing bere but Pꝛide of life, CobetouſC- 
neſs of the eyes, and of the fleſþ, where thzough 
theſe grieboug fins all the wozld is put to great 
dammage and miſchief; So be that married 
the fair Daugbter, that is the UWozld, is be 
that ſetteth all bis affections and whole deffre 
won the wzetchedneſs and banities of this 
vicked Moꝛld, and will not by any means foz- 
lake this kain wozld,like a wzetch. But he that 
naͤrrieth the foul Daughter, that io, the gocy 
Icbꝛiſtian man,wbich ſoꝛ the lobe of the Bing. 
H 2 dom 
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dom of Peaben,and che everlaſting joys there. t 
of,tozſaketh all this world; and not onety doch || i! 
thus, but alſo deſpiſetþ himtelf, obeying the ( 
true and eberlaſting God in all things 5 Such 

à man certainly chall obtain tbe joyfull and n 
happy Empire of Peaben ; Unto the which lt 
bzing:vs our. Lozd Jeſus. Amen. 4 
1 Ts Argument. 


E 

Devotion, Prayer ànd thankſgiving unto God for 
his gifts, js a ſweet founding Muc k, de lectable | 
in the ears of Ggdl * c are hereby warned; af. | 
tier qur fiſt orend ng, not to return to our vo. af 
mit with the B; nor after waſhing, with the fo 
Sow, to wallo fn the mite: No, 1ather Jetus 0 
bathe our ſelves in ſorrowfull and hearty repen- " 
tance, in perſeverance iu good life, that we may in 
live with Chriſt in everlaſting joy and bliſs. ol 


14-4 4+. +» The #8-Hiſtory, fo 
J Rome ſometime dwelt a mighty Em! in 
L perez named Andromicha, the wbich a'Þ is 
bove all things lobed Mullch. This Empr'} th 
roz bad within his Palace a Mell of ſuch ber N 
tue, hat whoſoeber- were dzunk, by dzinking th: 
the water thereof, ſhould tncontinently be) poi 
came treſp again, and be delivered fram al 
kind cf-dizzineſs, There was allo dwelling 
in the Emperoezs Court a Knight, named 
Ydrony, wham the Emperoz lobed much) 
but oft times he would be dzunk, which vic 
the Emperoꝛ hated abobe all things, An 
when this Unight peFreibed himſelf dun 
the! 
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then would be go to the Mell and deink of 
that water and refreſh himtelk, ls that what⸗ 
deber the Emperoz ſaid to him he would an- 
r him ſo reafonably, that no d2unkenn: ls 
might be leen in m, and faz bis witty an- 
ſwers he was g Aly belobed of tbe Emperoꝛ 
Heberthelets Ms fellotbs teugbt to dzato the 
Emperoꝛs lobe from him. 
r It foztuned on a day, that this Empero? 
e went to the Fozreſt , where be heard a 
f- | Righttngale ſing right plestantlp:oftentimes 
after. be would rife ear ju the moꝛning, and 
ſometime from his meat, and walk into the 
„ Wood to bear her ſCweer Seng, Wheretoze 
ay | many of his Men ſaid smong themlelbes: 
dur Loꝛd delighteth ſo much in þ Nightingals 
ſong, that be rekoneth nothing our profit, 
n'F inſomuch that thzough-two things bis lebe 
a'f is withdzawn rom us, that is, Ydrony 
the Knight, and by the ſweet ſong of rhe 
18 Nightingale. Then ſaid an eld Unigbt 
yi that was among them: Sirs, quoth he, it 
you will follow mp counſel. J (ball deliver pou 
of the Knight Ydrony e alſe the Nightingale, 
without hurt oz death. Then they anſwered, 
and faid, what ſoeber pon àdbiſe us to do we 
ſpall ſtraight way fulfill it with all cur hearts 


after he oha nced to eſpie this night Ydrony 
dzunk, wherefoze be locked faſt the Well, fo 
_ 9 3 when 
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When this Knight heard this, within a while 
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when this Knight: Ydrony came to refreh 


himtelk he found the Well kalt locked, | 
Now the Emperoꝛ bada great ;bufineſs to 
treat ot. wherefoze in haſte he tent föz this 
Unight, becauſe of his great wiſdom, to habe 
his counſel. And when he came befoze the 
Emperoꝛ be was .ſo dzunk that he could not 
n ve his tongue, neither had wit, noz reaſon, 
nog underſtanding to anſwer the Emperoz to 
his matter. 
Mut when the Emperoꝛ faw this, be wat 
greatlp tered, fo? as much as be hated that 
bice: wberefo2e:be commanded anon, that 
from that dap fozward he ſbould be ſeen 
no moze. within his Land upon pain of 
death. 

This bearing; his foes they rejapced: and 
ſaid unto the old Knight: Now we.be delivered 
of this Knight Ydrony, there is no moze to 
da, but that we may find a wap tobe delibered 
alſo of the Nightingale, in which the Em- 
peroꝛ deligbteth fo much. 

Then laid the old Knight, Pour ears (þall 
bear, aud pour eyes ſhall ſee this Nightingale 
all be deſtroyed ſhoꝛtly. 

Not long after, this old Knight eſpied that 
the Nightingale vuſed;tos ft upon @ tree eben 
abobe the afozeſard uaeſl, whereas her mate 
came and coupled with her, nebertheleſs in 


the abſence of her Mate, ſþe twok oftentimes 
another 
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another Mate and coupled with him: When 
ſg bad thus done, then would ſbe delcend 
to the Mell to bathe her ſelf, that when: ber 
Pate came be ſhould fel no rfl ſabour o2 ſcent 
ofthat ſhe had done, When the Knight had 
ſeen this, on a time he locked the Well, and 
when the Nightingale would babe deſcended 
to bathe ber ſelfe,aiter coupling with the other 
Pate, ſhe found the Mell cloſed: wherefoze 
ſhe flew up inte the Tree again, and mourned 
ſoze in her manner, andlett her Song. Then 
came her Mate and ſaw that ſhe had done 
againſt her nature, be returned again, and 
in ſhozt time bꝛought a great Multitude of 
Kightingals, which flew his Pate, and tare 
her all in pieces. 
The Moral. 


Dear Friendsthis Emperoz betokeneth our 
Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt, which lobeth greatly the 
pong of Debotion, foz when: we pap we 
ſpeak unto God, and when we read Gad 
ſpeaketh unto us. The Mell that was in $ Pa⸗ 
lace betokeneth acknowledging of our (ins to 
God, Therefoze if anp be dzunk with fin, ler 
him dꝛink of the Mell of acknowledging of 
bis fins and without doubt he. ſpall be ſafe. 

This Ydrony betokeneth eberp man that 
viltully returneth again to fin after his ac- 
knowedging fin, like as the Dog, that mak- 
eh abomit, andcaſteth up the meat what be 
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ath eaten befoze,and aftertoard, when he jg 
hungry, cometh and eareth it again. Newer: 
thelefs, if a man that bath thus finned will 
deinz of the Well of acknowledging his fin, 
he ſhall eibe his Ghoſtly firength. 

The Nightingale that ſat on the tre, be⸗ 
tokens the Saul that (itreth on the Tree of ho⸗ 
ly Doctrine. And her Song betokeneth the 
Soul that fitteth on the Tree of debout Pꝛap⸗ 
ers to God. But this Soul doxh commit evil 
as oft as ſhe contenteth to fin. Neberthelets, : 


ti ſhe run to the Mell of acknowledging cf fin, at 
and bathe her with the Mater of contrition, th 
God ſhall lobe her. | w 

But her Foes, that is, the Fiends of Hell, U B 
freeing this, that God is mercifull, they ſtop m 
the Mell of acknowledgment of tn, that is tit 
they would withdꝛaw us from dutiful acknow⸗ ar 
ledgment, and from due reconciliation ef our po 
ſelbes between us and God, and between us al 
and man, without ſhame and dead of repen th 
tance, nat to declare our fins. And thus, I to, 
though the temptatian of the Debil our Ad ou 


berſary, many habe ben exited, and put to de. 


death eberlaſtingly. And rherefoze ſtudy we tit 
to bathe our Souls in this life in the Mell of J us 
ac#ofvledgment of fin, with the Mater of er 
Tontrition, and then we ſhall be lure in rhe I} thi 
loꝛld to come to habe joy eberlaſtingly,Uln- I an 

an 


he which God being us all, Amen. 
| The 


K eV WJTuw 


— 


— — 


TS 


Geſta Ro manorum. 
The Argument. | 


The Soul of every good Chriftian man ought to 
repare armed vertues for to withſtand the aſ. 
Eults of the Devil. We are here put in mind of 
our deliverance from death, by the pre. ious 
blood ihed of Jeſus H hriſt: which is a terror to 


ail the Devils in hell,, if we cont:nuè in faith, and 


believe in him, the bulwark of our ſal vation. 
The 29. Hiſtory, 

Ometime tbere dwelt in Rome, a migbtp- 
_J Emperoz named Hermes, which had a 
mighty ſtrong Cit p,exceeding ſtrongly walled 
about, and a Bell hanging in the midſt of 
the ſaid City; and whenſoeber the Emperoz 
went to any battel without the City, this 
Sell was eber rung; but there did no man 
ring the Bell, but a Uirgin. Within ſþozt 
time after, it befel that Dzagons, Serpents, 
and allo many other benomous Beaſts, im- 
poiſoned much people, ſo that the City was 
almoſt deſtroped: Wherefoze the States of 
the City went with one accozd to rhe Empe⸗ 
roz, and laid; Lozd, what ſhaſl we do: Lo, 
dur people, vir gods, and our City is almoſt 
deſtroyed, and pov and we be in peril to pe⸗ 
riſh, thzough theſe cruel Beaſts that conſume 
us; theretoze take we good countel, oꝛ elſe we 
are undone, Then ſaid the Emperoz, Mbat 


think pou is beſt to be done in this matter: 


and how may we be beſt defended > Then 
ankwered one of the Wifeſt, and ſaid; WPp 
| Lozd, 
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Lord, bear my counſel,. and do thereafter, 
and you ſhall not repent it: You babe in pour 


Palace a Lion, ſet up a piece of timber fo 
the purpoſe, and thereunto let the Lion be nail: 
ed and made faſt, and when other benemoug 
Beaſts ſee him thus uſed, they wiſl be afraid, 
and fozſake our City, and we ſpall be in ſafety 
Then laid the Emperoꝛ, it pleaſeth me well 
that he beſo uſed, thereby to Cave you, Then 
they took the Lion and uſed htm in like mart 
ner as afozefatd» which when theother Beaſts 
ſaw, fled away foz fear, andneber moze after- 
wards durſt they come thither. 
The Moral. 

Daar friends this Emperoz betokeneeth the 
Father of Heaven, the City well walled, with 
a Beil in the midſt, betokeneth the Soul wal. 
led about with bertues. The Bell betoken⸗ 
eth a clean Conſcience that warneth a man 
to Battel, when he ſhould fight againſt the 
Devil, that be might arm himſelf befoze with 
bertues. Ahe Uirgin that ſhould alwapes 
ring this Bell is Keaſon, which is a Uirgin 
inclineth to all rightfull cleanneſs, The 
benomous Dꝛagon that beareth the fire beto⸗ 
keneth the fleſh of man, which beareth the fire 
of Cobetouſneſs,which burnt Adam our foze- 
fatber, when be eat of the foꝛbidden Apple. The 
venomous Beaſts that poyſoned the men be- 
tokeneth the fiendg of Pell, which foz 1 
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moſt part habe deftroyed all mankind, The 
States of 3,City betokeneth the Patriarks and 
Pꝛopbets, which beſought Gad of counfel and 
remedy, that mankind might be labed, g anon 
it was countelled foz the beſt remedp, that a 
Lion(that is Chzift) ſhould be nailed upon the 
Croſs, accozding ta the Scripture ſaping thus 
It was requiſite that one man ſhould die for 
the people, leſt all fle ſh ſhould periſh. Then 
took they Chziſt, and hung him on the Croſs, 
fo: the which the Devil dzeadeth Cheiſtian 
people, and dares not come nigh them. And 
thus by the grace of God, Cheiſtian men 
ball come ro eberlaſting bliſs, Unto the which 
bzing us the Lamb of God, which ſhed his 
pꝛecious blood foe tis, Amen. 
The Argument, 
Here is ſigniſ ed the thraſdom of man unto Satan 
by fin, till Chrift the Son of God deſcenced, 
«1th the power of the Holy Ghoſt, to ſet him 
at liberty, and put him in poſſeſsion of the Pa- 
lace of everlaſting felicity. 
| he 30. tꝗ iſtory. 
T Þere dwelt ſometime in Rome a mighty 
1 Emperoꝛ and a merciful, named Mene- 
lay, who ozdained ſuch a Law, that what in- 
nocent perſon was taken and put in pꝛiſon, 
ik he might eſcape and come to the Ewperozs 
Palace, be would be there ſafe from all man- 
ner cf accuſations againſt bim in his lice 
time, Jt was not 1ong after, but it r 
that 


— 


* 
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that a Knight was accuſed , wherefoz 


he was taken and put in a ſtrong and dark 
Pꝛiſon, where he lap a long time, and had 
no light but a little window thereat ſcant 
ligbt ſhone in, that lighted him to eat ſuch 
ſimple meat as was bꝛcught him by his keep: 
er: wherefoze he monrned greatly, and made 
ſozrow that he was thus faſt ſhut up from the 
fight of men. Nevertheleſs when þ keeper was 
cone, there came dailp a Nightingale in at 
the window, and ſung full ſweetly, by whoſe 
Dong this woful Knight was oftentimes fed 
with joy, and when the Bird left off linging, 
then would the flie into the Knights boſom; 
and there this Knightfed her many a dap of 
the bictual that God lent him. Jt befel after 
upon a day, that the Knight was greatly de- 
ſolate of comſozt, Neverthelgſs tbe Wird 
that ſate in bis boſome fed upon kernels of 
Nuts, and thus he ſaid to the Bird: Sweet 
Bird, J babe ſuſtained thee many a dap, what 
wilt theu give me now in my defolatron to 


_comfozt me: remember thy ſelf well, bow 


that tbou art the creature of God, andfo am 
Jalto, and therefozebelp me now in this my 
ur eat need. 

When the Bird heard this ſhe flew fozth 
from his bolomie, and tarried from him theee 
daps, but the third dap ſhe came again, and 


bought in her mouth a pzectous ſtone, and 


laid 
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lid it in the Knights boſome, And when 
ſe had ſo done, (he took her flight, and flew 
from him agatn. Tbe Knight marbelled at 
the ſtone, and at the Bird, and forthwith 


he took the ſtone in his band, and touched 


his Gibes and Fetters therewith, and p2e- 
ſently they fell off. And then he aroſe and 
touched the doozs of rhe Pꝛilon, and they o- 
pened, and he eſcaped, and ran faſt to o 


Emperozs Palace. When the Keeper of the 


Pꝛiſon perceived this, be blew his Þozn 
thzice, and raiſed up all the folk of the City, 
and led them fozth,crying with an high boice, 
Lo, tbe Thief is gone, follow we him all. 
And with that be ran deloze all his fellows 
towards the knight : And when he came 
nigh bim, the Anigbt bent bis Bowe, and 


ſhot an Arrow, wherewith be ſmote the Keep=. 


er in the Lungs, and let him, and then ran 

tothe Palace, where he found ſuccoue againſt 

the Law. 
The Moral. _ 

Dear Friends, this Emperez betokenstb 
aur Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who ozdained a Law, 
that what Innocent, that is, what Perſon 
impzifoned tvzongfullp, might eſcape, and 
come to bis Palace in bis heabenly babitati- 
on though Kepentance and true amendment 
nf life, ſhould finde perpetual Cuccour and 
help. 

W.bis 
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This Knight betokeneth eberp one that ts 
innecent, and accuſed by enby oꝛ malice i 
juftly, tatzing grief foꝛ his pꝛeſent eſtate. 

The keeper of this P2iſon betokeneth the 
Devil, that keepeth luch a Wan hard bound 0 
byſin, and ſerbeth him with riches and de⸗ ar 
lights of this tranſitoꝛy wozld, that he {þoult 10 
not eſcape from danger. . 
The Wird that fingeth to ſweeetly betokeneth 55 
the voice of Peaben, that ſaith to tbe op Pal 
pꝛeſled, Turn again, now turn again, thou n 
priſoner, that is, turn again thou oppꝛeſſed, un 
and J will receive thee to Gzace. fog when 
Mankind was in thzaldom to Satan in the Ipo 
Pꝛiſon of Hell, then came there a Wird, that I ct 
is, the God-head, bearing with bim a Srone || but 
that betokens our Lozd Yefus Chꝛiſt, ac: 
coꝛding to the holy Scripture, ſaping:1 am Rott 
a fone. 595 thy 

The Sdul of Chꝛiſt defcended with the God ven 
head, and bzougbe with him all Pankind . 
out of the Pajſon of Bell, therefoze if any 
of us be in the Pzifon sf wozldlp oppzeſston, 
touch we eur ſing with the ſtone, that is, 
with the bertue of the Loꝛd Jefus Chꝛiſt, by 
acknowledging our fin in faithful pꝛaper, and 
by true contrition, and then without doubt, 
the chains of our oppzeſsron, with the Stone, 
ſpall be bzoken, and fall from us, and the 
Doo? of heabenly Gꝛace ſhall be oa" * 

0 
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gall obtain belp and ſuccour in the Palace 
af the heabenlp habitation. | 
And if the Keeper of the pziſon,3 is the De- 
dil (which is the blower of the hozn of Pzide, 
Lecherp oz Cobetouſneſs) ſtir in us any uns, 
then turn me towards him mankullp, and ſhoot 
0 at bim the arrow of conſtant Faith in Jeſus 
chziſt, bp true and unfegined Repentance, 

and without doudt he ſþall flie from us: and 
then by the grace of God, we map obtain the 
palace of Peavenlp bliſs, where we ſhall be⸗ 
hold the King of all glozy. Unto the which 


hing us our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt, Amen. 
The Argument, 

Apoor man exalted to dignity, is here admoniſned 
not to be nnthankful, and to render evil for good 
hut even to the molt fimple ages to be gratefull 
„bor any benefit, elſe ſurely God that gives thee 
chi promotion. wil make the brutiſh creatures 
of the earth thy enemies, and depoſe thee from 

thy e and he that hath helped thee; be he 
„  zever ſo baſe, may in the end have better fa- 
Your with God and man than thy 'lelf, where 
fore be warned of ingta titude by this example, 
and know thy ſelf, thy God, and tricnd, 
The 31Hittoric. 


Omtime time there dwelt in Rome a might 
YEmpero? named Ebolides. It foztuned 
n adap, that this Emperoz walked Tis a 
eat Fozreſt to rake bis pleaſtire, where Le 
litſudvenly with a pov? man, and lo ſoon og 
e Emperce ſaw him, be was ariatly mgben 

| .it 
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With mercp, andſaid: Good friend, whence 
art thou: Pp ſoberaign Lozd, quoth he, J Im 
am your ſubject bozn in pour Land, and am u. 
now in great poberty, Then ſaid the En} in 
peroꝛ: If I knew that thau wert true in even Yor 
thing, J would pzomote ther to great riches, 5. 
theretoze tell me what is thy name. 01 
Mp Loꝛd, quoth he, Jam called Lentulu Ni 
and I pzomiſe pou to do pou true ſerbice, andthe 
if I do otherwiſe, I ſubmit my ſelf unto all Wag; 
manner ofpuniſhment that pou can put met; 
When the Emperoꝛ heard that, be pzomoted 
bim insontinently to great riches, and ihoztly 
after he made him a Knigbt, and we Steward 
of bis Land. And when be was thus exalted Ste 
ts bonoz, he waxed berp pzoud, in ſo much 
that he deſpiſed both his ſugeriozs and inferi⸗ 
os: Not long after this Steward rode by aſp 
great Fozreft, where met wigh the Fozrefter, . 
and charged him that be ſhould make an hun 
dꝛed pits in the ground, and cober them ober e 
with green graſs and ſmall boughs, that if 
wild beaſts foztuned to goto the Fozreſt that his 
wap, they might fall in, and ſo being taken, te 
bzought to the Emperoꝛ. The Foereſter an 
twered and ſaid: Sir, as you habe ſaid it (ball 
be done. Not long after it foztuned, that 
this Steward rode to the Fozreſt again to lt 
iftheſe pits were made, and as he rode bee 
betheught bimſelf how wealthy a man, nb 


fi 
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bobo mig! ty in power be was made, and hoty 
JI tot men in the Empire obeyed bim, and 
zm | vere at his command. As he rode thus think- 
m- ing, be laid to kimſen: There is no man 
7 © greater then I, and with that he ſmore. his 
„ Þozſe with bis Iptirs, and ſuddenlp he fell in. 
to ne ofthe deep pits, that he himſelt had oꝛ⸗ 
ained bereze oz the wild braſts, and foe 
nd ite great deepnels thereof he could not riſe 
anain by anp manner of means, wherefoze be 
helanouifhed in great perplexity: and ſtraight 
way after him came a fierce Lion, and fell 
into the lame pit, and after the Lion, an Ape 
ind after the Ape 9 Serpent. When the 
Steward was thus beſet with theſe Beaſts. 
he was exceedingly aſraid. 
Chen at that time was dwelling in the City 
e man named Guy, that had no riches 
abe onlp an Als, — daily he carried 
licks and weod that fell from Trees, and ſuch 


der ys he could get in the Foꝛreſt, and thote he 
if Moughr to the Parket and ſold them: and in 
hat dis wiſe faſtained himſelf and bis wife as 


ng as he might. 
It foztuned that this peo Guy went to the 
weft as be was wont, and as be came 
deep pit, he heard a man cry aud ſap, 
ar friend, what art thou? foz Gods ſake 
Fe, ab 3 (ball recompence thee ſa well 
at thou ſpalt ever after be the better, hen 
" þ I the 
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this peo Guy heard that it was the voice 
a man, be marbeſled greatly, andſiod ſtillgh 
the pits-bzink, and ſaid ; Lo, geod friend, ] 
am come why baſt thou called me: Then ſaid 
the Knight, Dear (rfend, J am Steboard of 
all the Emperoꝛs Land, and thus by foztune 
I am fallen into the pit, and here be with m 
the Beafts, that is, a Lion, an Ape, 
an bozrible Serpent,wbich I fear moſt of all, 
and, I wote not of whicþ of them I wall be 
deboured : therefoze J pzap the get a long 
Rope, wheretvith thou maiſt dzaw me out of 
this dep pit, and I will make the rich fot 
eber bereafter ; ſoꝛ if J babe not belp the n. 
ther, J ſpall be deboured of theſe enn 
Beaſts. | 1 

Then ſaid this pooꝛ Guy, A may full ill oi 

this time intend to help the, foz J habe m 
thing to libe on, but that I gather wood, 
carry it to the Market to ſell, wheretvith IF; 
am ſ:iſtained. Nevertheleſs I will leave nf 
purpofed labour, and fullffl thy will, and M" 
thou reward me not, it will be great hindzancey, 
to me, and to my pooꝛ wife. Then the dag 
ward made a great Path, and ſaid, I wi 
pꝛo mote thee and thine ts great wean, 
Then ſaid Guy, if you will perfozm your gu 
miſe, I (all do what youcommand me. IF; 
with that be went again to the City, WK. 
delaht there a long Rope, and came fog” 


| 
; 
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again, and ſaid: Sir Steward, loe here 
et down a Rope to th&e,bind thy ſelf about 


middle therewith, that J may pull thee 


, Then was the Steward glad, and ſaid 


sd friend let down the Rope:and with that 
cat the end of the Nopedobon into the pitz 


d when the Lion ſaw it, pe caught the Rope 


d held faſt, and Gay dzew up the Lion, 


ming in himſelf he had dzawn up the Ste« 


Kd, and wohen ße bad ſo done, the Lion 
anked in bis manner, and ran to the wed. 


ſecond time that Gay let down the Rope 
Ape lept to it, and caught it faſt, and when 
bas dzawn up, be thanked Guy in bis 


inner and ran to the wood, The third 


ne he let doton the Nope, he dew up the 
ment, which thanked bim, and went to the. 
. Then the Meward cried with a loud 
+ D dear friend, now J am delibered of 
iſe thzee rabenous "Beaſts „let down the 
pe to me, that J map come up. Then this 
N Guy let down the Nope, and tbe Steward 
nd himſelf faſt about the middle, and Guy 
b him un And when be was thus bolp 

of the pit} be faid to Guy, as followeth, 
me to me to moꝛrob to the Palace, and 
03 willreward thee, ben pw? Guy re- 
ed there at, and went home without re- 
rd. Then his Wife demanded of bim 
phe gat ered no _— whereby they might 
live 
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live that dap. Ehen told both of th? ebent af 


it befe), how the Steward feil into the . 
(and alſo the Lion the Ape, and the Serpent 
that he bad made in the Fozreft,@now he hi 
holpen him aut with a Kope, and ſaved hit 
from being deboured ef the thzee benomey 
Boaſts: and that he ſhould go to the Sten 
ard, aud fetch his reward on rhe moꝛron 
When his Wife heard this ſhe rejoyced grea 
Ip, and ſaid : If it ſhall be ſo, p2ay ;pou rif 
to ttozrow at a due hour and go ts the Palace 
and receive pour reward, that we may ht 
comteꝛted thereby, 
Bo in the mozning Guy arcſe, and wentt 
the Palace, and knocked at the Gate: ther 
came the Pozter, andasked the. cauſe of ht 
knocking. J pzay thee quoth this Guy, goto 
the Steward, fap to hi bat here abidey 
a poo? man at the Cate7hat fpake with hin 
yeſterday in the Fozreſt. The Pozter wen 
nd told the Steward as the pose man bad tai 
hen ſatd the Steward: Go you again au 
tell dim, That he lpath, foꝛ pefterday ſpabe JB 
with na man in the Fozreft,.anWharge hin 
that be go awap and trouble me no moze, Tit a | 


lr r . me ay Moe 


Pozter went (ozth and told pooz Guy whatt! 
MORAL had ſatd, and charged him to go's 
way. Then was this poo? Guy *ſozrowſul 
and went home, he told his wife how ih 
Steward anklwered him. Pis Mile * 
us þ 1 
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a: A ted him in all ſhe might; and Caid, Go poll 
peng gain and pꝛobe him thꝛice. 
by by | ; Then on the mozrov this Guy aroſe, and 
d Went to the Palace again, pzaying the Pos⸗ 
muff er to da his Grrand once again to the Stew⸗ 
Ster ard. The Pozter anſwered and ſaid, Glayip 
ero0W would I do thy Errand, but J fear me lrze. it 
my pill be ro thp burt. Then went be in and told 
un Steward That this pooz man was 51 
lag urned, when the Steward heard that, br 
zap Vent eut, and all te beat pe Guy , and left 
him in peril of death. 
ent Leben his Uwite beard this, ſhe came with 
i Veer Ats, and led bim home as ſpe migbt, and 
of fie that the bad the ſpent upon Surgeons and 
90 10 pypfttians to help im: and wagen he was 
ident ertectly whole, he Mt tothe Foreſt as be 
h bag wont koz to gather ſticks and mall Wood 
welt n his libing. And as he went in the Fozreſt, 
dtaeaw a Lion dzibing befoze him ten Afſes 
| hat were laden wit h rich Jewels and Wer- 
abe Anchendite. This Lion deoba foeth the Alles 
e hing aide Guy, which ſeared him ſoze, leſt he 
. Lbeuld habe devoured bim, 1:ebertbeleſs when 
at teh beheld the Lion better, he knew well that 
90 was the tame Lion that he dzew out of the 
wh t. This Libn left not Guy til} all the Ages 
o [With the mercha ndiſe were entered into bis 
LI | ard, and then the Lion did him obeplance, 


in to the wood, 
6 13 Then 
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Then Guy ſearched the fardels and found 
great riches therein, wherefoze he made Pz 
clamation in dibers Churches, if any man hz 
loſt ſuch gods, he ſhould habe them agafy, 
but there «was none that challenged them, 
And when Guy ſaw this, be ſold the gods, 
and bought therewith Honſe and Land, and 
ſo was made rich. Nebertheleſs he went u 
the Fozreft, as he did befoze. And as he yas 
in the Fozreft gathering wodd, he kpied th 
Fpe on the top of a tr, bzeaking boughs 
buſily with ber teth and claws, and thꝛowing 
tbem down, to that in ſbozt time Guy had 
loaded his Als. And when he had fo done, 
ſhe went her wap, and Guy went home. 

Now Guy on the maggow went to the Fo 
reſt again, and as be ſat binding his faggot 
he ſaw the Herpent that be dꝛew out of th 
pit come towards him, bearing in her mont 
a pꝛecious ſtone of thzfe colours, which ſhe lt 
fall at Guy's ft, and when ſþe had thus don? 
the kiſſed his fot and went her way, Tha 
Guy took up the Stone, and marbelled great 
of what bertue it might be; wherefoꝛe he ro 
up and went to a Jeweller named peter,“ 
and ſaid: Dear bother, pꝛay the tell mei 
bertue of thts pzectous Stone, and J ſhall 1; 
ward ther foz thy labour. When this Jewellt 
had well beheld and underſtod the nature 
the Stone, he faid : Geod frfend,if thou liſt! 
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fell the Stone, J fþall give the an bundzed: 
parks foꝛ it. Then ſafd Guy, I wijl not fell 
the Stone, till thou tell me trulp the vertues 
thereof. Then ſaid the Jeweler, without doubt 
this Stone bath thꝛee bertues: the firſt vertue 
J, that whoſoeber bearth this Stone about 
him, ſpall hade joy witbout ſoꝛrobo: the ſe- 
cond bertne is, that be ſhall habe plenty with- 
out want: the third bertue is, that he fall 
habe light without darkneſs, and it bath alſo 
another bertue, that no man map ſell it, but 
fo; as much as it is wozth, and if be do the 
contrary, the Stone returneth again to the 
firſt owner, Mhen Guy beard this, be was 
right joyful, and ſafd to himſelf, in a good 
hour I dꝛem theſe Beaſts out of tbe pit. 
Hot long after it befel, that this Guy was 
made paſsing rich, and bought great pofſeſsr- 
ens and libings, wherefoze within a while he 
was made a Knight. | 
It was not long after, but theEmperoz bad 
knowledge how Sir Guy had a Stone of ſuch 
dertue > Wherefoze be ſent foz Sir Guy, 
F commanding{him to come in all hafte, and ſa 
be did. And when Sir Guy wat come to the 
| Smperoz,the Emperoz ſaid to bim: friend, 
Abave beardſap, that ſometims thou wert in 
great poberty, and not thou art made rich þp 
the vertue of a little ſtone, thersfoze I pzaz 


thee that thou ſell me that ſtone. Sir Gny 
14 . anfwcred 
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anſwered and taid, that may 4 not do, foz ſa 
long as J have that Stone, A am ſure of thzee, 
things, that is of jop without ſozroto, plenty 
without want, and light without darkneſs. 

Mhen the Gmperoꝛ heard this, he had a 
greater deſire to buy the Stone then he had 
befoze; and faid to bim: Sir Guy, et 100 
things thou muſt cþocſe ane, that is, whether 
thou wilt fozfake t his Empire, and all thy kin: 
dꝛed, oz elſe ſell me the ſtone. Then ſaid 
Sir Guy + Py Lord if it muſt needs be thus, 
be it at your will. Nevertheleſs J chall tell 
Pou the pꝛeperty of this ſtone, if pou pap nat 
foz it as it is woeth, without doubt it vil 
come to me again. Then the Emperoz ſaid, 
turelp.à will gibe fufftcient, foꝝ thou ſpalt re- 
ceibe of me thereſe a theuſand pound, and 
ſo it was done. Sir Guy recetbed-the- moure 
and went home. 

On the moꝛrob early he opened the Cc fer N 
and faumd. the ſtene, and then he told to the 
Lady bis Mike, how he had found in his Cof- 
fer the ſtane which he had ſold to the Empe⸗ 
r02. Then laid his wife, Good Sir, haſte you 
unts' the Emperoz again, and gibe him the 
fone, leſt he be'diſpleaſed, and through ma⸗ 
lice repute ſome deceitin us. 

3 went Sir Guy again to the Emperoz, 
dlaid to him: Oy Lozd, yeſterday I fold 
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in tee. The Emperoz went ſoz bis ſtone 
u the Treaſury, but found it not, wherefoze 
he was right ſozrowtul, and came again and 
ald Sir Guy how ir was leſt, then ſaid Sir 
Cuy: Pp Lord, griebe pounot, ſoz J told 
yall pederdap⸗ that J might not lell it except 
bad the value thereof, and piſterdap J re- 
cibed a thauſand pound of pon the reloe, and. 
this dap If found it in my Coffer again, and 
therefoze it J had not bought the ſtone again 
peradbenture you would habe ſhewed me pour 
kraby countenance, and with that he ſpewed 
th the tone, whereat the En peroz marvet- 
ld greatly, and ſaid Sir Guy, d the ſaith 
that thou oweſt to me, tell me how thou cam⸗ 
> by this ſtone. 

Then ſaid Sir Guy, by the kaith that J 
i to pou, J hall tell pou the bery truth as 
tduchiing the ſtone. 

Pour Steward that is ſo pzomoted up of 
ſought, cauſed many deep pitsts be made in 
ur Forreſt, and it foztuued that be uat long 
iter fell into one of them himſelf, 6 tbzough 

e deepneſs thereof could not riſe again. It 
anced alſo the ſame day, that a Lion, an 

he, and a Serpent fell into the pir with bim, 
twhich time J was a bery pooz man « took 
neat patns foz mp libing, ano as J walked 
Wis the Fozeſt with mine Als to gather wood 
cryed to me to help him out of the Pit, and 


ſabe 
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ſabe him from death, foz there were in ge 
Pit with bim thꝛee benomous beaſts, that is 
a Lion, an Ape, and a foul Serpent, am 
then he pzomiſed me by his woꝛd, to pꝛomote 
me and all my kind2ed to great riches - whit 
when I heard, A was right glad, and let down 
a Rope unto bim, ſuppoſing to habe dꝛabn 
Him up, and haled up a Lion, and after that 
an Ape, and after a Serpent, and at the laf 
your Steward. 

The Lion gabe me ten Aſſes laden with 
Werchandiſe, the Ape gabe me as much won 
as mine Aſs would hear, and the Serpent 
gabe me this Stone that I have ſold pou 5 bu 
your Steward beat me, and wounded me f 
ſoze foz my geod will, that J was bozn hom 
upon mine Als. EPR 

When the Emperoz heard this, bis beart 
was mobed greatly againſt the Steward, 
wherefoze be examined him ef that falſe ded: 
but be was dumb , and would not ſpeak, 
foz ſo much that he could not deny his ingra 
titude. 

Then ſaid the Emperoz, O thou wzetehe 
creature, unreaſonable Beaſts, as the Lion 
the Ape, and the Serpent, rewarded him fo; 
bis good deed, and thou that art a reaſonable 
man haſt almoſt beaten himto death thatſabe! 
the, « took ther out of the pit, therefoze foꝛ th! 
talſpod e wickedneſs J judge the to be hang 

fl 
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td this day on the Gallows,and all thy Gods 
ind Lands J grant to Sir Guy, and alſo I oz- 
dain that Sir Guy ſpall occupy thy place, and 
de my Steward: and ſo it was done. 5 
when Sir Guy was thus rewarded dy the 
emperoꝛ and made Steward, be was well be⸗ 
lobed of eberp man as long as he lived, and at 
the laſt ended his life with honoꝛ in peace. 
| The Moral. 

This Emperoz betokeneth the Father of 
Þcaben, the peo man betokeneth ebery man 
that, cometh into this wozld, and at laſt is 
omoted to great riches and wozldly honour, 
as the Pſalmiſt faith: od lifteth up the poor 
man out of the mire, Dut many ſuch men nei⸗ 
ther know God noz themſelbes, but cauſe dap 
pits to be made, that is, unkindneſs and ma- 
lice, thep ozdatn againſt fimple men, into 
the which pit the Devil oft cauferþ them to 
fall, accozding to the Text in Eccleſiaſticus, 
who maketh a pie fos an other man, himſelf 
falleth therein: which Text was p:obed by 
Haman, who caufed a Gallows to be tet up foꝛ 
— but was banged thereon him⸗ 

If. ; 

This Guy that went daily to the Fozreſt 
with his Als to gather wwd,betokenetb everp 
juſt and godlp man, fearing Godin the Foꝛreſt 
of this wozld : bis wad that be gathereth be- 
tokeneth his faith and good wozks, _ he 

carrieth 
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carrieth upan his Aſs, humane endeaboy; 
whereby his faul may habe je v, and libe in the 
tabernacle of Peaben, and as the Ste wand, 
the Lion, the Ape, andthe Serpent fell into 
the pit, right ſoa ſinſul man falleth into the 
pit of ſin: But the Lion of the Tribe of Jud; 
(that is Jeſus Cbꝛiſt) velcended with him ze 
cltentimes as tbe inner hath will to come tg 
grace. 9 hereloze lsith the Plalmiſt, | am 
with him in tribvlation. : 

This uy dzawethup the Lion, that is 
mans Saul, ont ef the pit, by the cezd of vertiie 
he dzew ip 4h? Ape allo, that te, contrary 
will to reaſon, that he may obey to reaſon: 
t of afl manner of MWaſts, the Ape is molt 
like to man right as amongſt all the ſtrengtke 
of the ſoul, diſeretion cuabt te be Jinked with 
reaſon, and to ebeyreaſon, Pe dew up alſo 
a Serpent, by which is to be underſtood re⸗ 
pentance, faz two cauſes: fo as the Serpent 
beareth in his mouth benom, and in his taila 
medicine: right ſo repentance beareth at the 
beginning bitterneſs to the doer, pet it is ſweet 
and medicinz ble unto the Soul at the end, and 
therefsze ebery juſtman ſhould dꝛaw to him the 
Serpent of repentance, Then at the laſt be 
drew up the Steward from the pit of (in, 
accozbtng unto Cheiſt ſaying, I am come not 
only to call rbe righteous, but ſinners to re- 


pentance, Alſo it is wzitten, that _ 
N the 
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the Philoſopher taught the Emperoz manp 
Laws and Uertues of truth, and ar laſt as 
the Steward did, he ſought the deeth of Sene- 
ca. Alſo Chꝛiſt gave power to Judas ro work 
miracles. as he did to the other Difciples, 
pet betraped him at laſt: Right ſo, now a⸗ 
bays many childzen at Belial delight moze ta 
do harm then good, ſpectalip to to them that 
would inſtzuct them perlectly both ſez feu and 
body. 

The Lion gabe tothe jiiſt and godly pcce 
man ten Aſſe&laden ith Merchandiſe; that 
is, our Loꝛd Jeſus Cheiſt gives unto every 


ngbtecus man ten Commanidements charged 


with vertues, by which he greweth to the 
riches of Meaben. 

Lhe Ape alſo gathereth him wood os cir as 
the juſt man wozketh the works cf faith ; fo? 
wood neceſſarily is pꝛofitable foꝛ two uſes, that 
ls, to make fire, to build Houſes, Eben ſc, 
Charityrejopcetb God and Angels in Peaven 
accozding to Scriptures More Joy is among 
ange's for one ſinner that repenteth, &c. 
Charity alſo raiſeth the houſe of Peaben a» 
gatnſt the coming of the loul. 

The Serpent gabe himallo a Stone of thee 
dibers colours, which betokeneth cur Lozd 
Jeſus Chzift, whom we ſeek vp Repentance. 
Thereloze fatth Saint Jerome in bis ſecond 


Table tbus: we ſhould repent us after our 


lip ack. That 
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That Chzift is the Stone, may be pꝛobed by 
bimſelf, ſaying : 1am a living Stone; Chzitt 
bath thꝛte colours, which betokeneth the pow. 
er of the Father, the wiſdom of the Son, and 
the humility of the holy Ghost: Therefoze 
wbo fo may get this pꝛecious Stone ſhall habe 
the Empire of heaven, joy without ſo2row, 
plenty without want, and light without dark- 
neſs, Unto the which bzing us our Loz 
Jeſus Chiilt. Amen. 
The Argument. 
By the Nativity of Chriſt proceedetli joyful glad. 
neſs tothe world, and ſalvation unto mankind; 
yet is man unthankful unto God,contrary to his 
promiſe mage inBaptiſm, We are warned inall 
worldly tepipeſts continually io cleave toChrilt 
by Faith and Hope, to continue well doing, 
and to withſtand the malice of the Devil: the 
Preachers of Gods Word are fent of God to 
confound the Devil by ſound Doctrine & good 
life. Life and death is {et before men: we ought 
then to chuſe that life that may befor our cver- 
. / laſtlng comfort. 
| The 32. Hitory, 
Dmetime dwelt in Rome a migbty Empe- 
roz named Anſelm, who had married the 
Kings Daughter of Jeruſalem, à fair Lad? 
and a gracious in the fight of ebery man, but 
ſbe was long time with the Emperoꝛ ere ſhe 
dear him any child, wherefoze the Nobles of 
Empire were verp toꝛrowoſul, becauſe their 


Lud bad no Peir of bis own body * 
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at laft it befel, that this Anſelm walked 
fter ſupper, in an ebening, into bis Garden, 
pow nd bethought himſelf that he had no PÞeir, 
and Und how the King of Ampluy warred on bim 
02s Eantinually, foz fo much as be had no Son to 
nake defence in his abſence,therefoze he wag 
Wzrowful,and went to bis chamber and flept. 
Chen be thought he Cato a viſion in bis lleep, 
that the mozning was moze clear then it was 
hont to be, and that the Mon was much pa⸗ 
r on the one fide then on the other. And 
iter he law a Bird of two colours, and by 
that Wird ſtcod two Beaſts, which fed that 
nall Nüttie Bird with their heat. And after that 
wilt Name moze Beaſts, and bowing their bzeafts 
ing, Ftgwards the Bird, went their way: Then 
1e Feame their dibers Birds that tung liveetly and 
ood ſtaſantly 5 with that the Emperoz awaked. 
ohe In the mozning early this Anſelm remem- 
ver-. ized bis biſton, and wondzed much that it 
night ſignific, wherefoze be called ta him bis 
Philoſopbers, and alſo the States of the Em⸗ 
zire and told them his dꝛeam, charging them 
totel} bim the ſignification thereof,upen pain 
of death, and if they told him the true interpꝛe⸗ 
tation thereof,be pꝛomiſed them great reward. 
Then ſaid thep: Dear Kozd, tell us pour 
ſoy eam, and we ſþall declare to pou what it be- 
0 „ bens. Then the Emperoz told them from 
ll the begir:2ing to th? ending, as it is ane: 
| | a0 
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ſaid. When the Philoſephcrs heard tj, | 
with glad chrar ti ep antwered and laid: f, 
the viſion that you ſev betokeneth good, ſy 
the Empire Mall be clearer then it is. 

The Moon that is moze pale on the cne fide 
than on the other, betokencth the Empreſs, 
that harh loft part ot her colour, thzovugh the 
conception of a Son that the bath conceived. 
The little Wird betokeneth the Son that fy 
ball bear, The two Beaſts that ted this Bird 
betokeneth the wiſe rich men of the Empire 
which ſhall obey the Son,Theſe other eaſt 
that bowed their Bzeafts to the Bird, bets 
ken many other nations that ſhall do him he- 
mage. The bird that ſang ſo ſweetly to this 
little Bird , berokeneth the Romans , who 
fall rejopce 6 (ing becauſe of his birth, This 
is the very tnterpzetation of your dęecam. 

When the Emperoꝛ heard this, he was. 
right joyful. Soon efter that, the Empzels 
tre beſled in Child⸗ birth, and was deliberedef 
a fair Son,attzheſe birth there was great 
and wonderful joy made. 4 
Nhen the King of Amptuy heard this, he 
thought in himſelf, rbus: Lo, J habe wat: 
red againft the Emperoz all the days of my life 
and now he hath a Son, who when be cometh 

to ſull age, will rebenge the wong J habe dont 
againſt bis Father, therefoze it is better that 


J ſend to the Emperdꝛ, and beſeech 1 
ruc 
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ture and peace, thatthe Son map habe no- 

thing againſt ni when be cometh toman- 

od: WM ben he had thus ſaidto btmſelf, he 

note to the Emperoꝛ, beſteching him to have 
ace. Mben be Emperoꝛ ſaw that the N. of 
\mpluy wzote to him moze fog fear then ſo2 
abe, be wzote again to him, that if be would 
ind gosd and ſuficient lureties to keep þ peace, 
and bind himſeif all the days of his life to do 
jim ſerbice a homage, q to gibe him pearly a 
tertaiu tribute, he would receive him to peace. 


When the King had read the teno2 of the 
Emperozs Letter, he called his counſel, pzay- 
ing them to gibe him counſel how he might 
beſt do, as touching this matter. Then ſaid 
they „It is god that pe obey the Gmperozs 
will and commandement in all things. Foz 
fiſt in that he deſired of you ſurety fo2 the 
Peace, to this we anſwer, thus Pe habe but 
mne Daughter, and ths Emperoz one San, 
bherefoze let a Marriage be made between 
them, and that may be a perpetual Cobenant 
of peace. Allo be asketh homage and tribute, 
lbich it is god to fulffl, Then the N. ſent his 
Seſſengers to the Emperoz, ſaying, that he 
would fulfil his defire in all things, if it 
night pleaſe bis Þigbneſs, that bis Son and 
the kings Daughter might be Married toge- 
ther, All this well pleaſed the Emperez, pet 
be ſent again, ſaping, u bis Daughter ers 
| a clean 


a clean birgin from her birth umto that day, 


— . - _ TI * 2 
pan rats ” Oe — — — — * — - _ — 150 


The Hiſtoryof 


he would conſent to that marriage. Then was 
the King right glad, fo: his Daughter wos 


.a clean ul irgin. 


Therefoꝛe when the Letters of Covenant 
and compact were ſealed, the King furniſhed 
a fair Ship, wherein he might ſend his 
Daughter, with many Noble Knigbts, Ls 


dies, and great riches, unto the Emperoz, tf] 


to habe his Son in marriage. 

Aud when they were ſailing in the ſea to 
wards Rome, a ſtozmareſe ſo extreamly andi 
hoꝛribly, that the Ship bꝛeak againſt a Rock, 


and thep were all dzowned. ſabe only the 


poung Lady, which firt her hope and hean 
ſo greatly on God, that ſhe was ſabed, and 
adeut thee of the clock the tempeſt ceo ſed, and 
the Lady dꝛobe fozth ober the waves in that 
b:oken Ship which was caſt up again: but a 
huge Whale tcllowed after readp to devour 
both rhe Ship and ber, UWberefoze this young 
Lady when night came ſniote fire with a ſtone 
therewith the Ship was greatly lightned, 
and then the whale durſt not adbenture toward 
the Ship foz lear of the light. At the Cock 


'rrotwing, this poung Lady was ſo weary of 


the great Tempeſt and txcuble of Sea, that ſþ! 
flept, and within a little while after the fir 
ceeſed, and the Mhale came and deboured 


the Uirgin, And when ſþe awaked and 1 
it 
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her lelf twallowed up in the Whales bellp, ſbe 
(mote fire and with a knife wounded the 
Whale in many places, and when the Whole 
felt himſelf wounded, arcoꝛding to bis nowee 
he begun to ſwim to Land. 

There was dweſiing at that time in a Ce un⸗ 
trp near. by „ d noble Earl, named Pirris, 
boho fez bis recreation walking on the Sea 
ſhoze, law the Whale coming towards the 
Land, wherefoze turned home again, and 
gathered a great many of men and women, 
and came thitber again and fought with the 
Whale, and wounded him berp ſoze, and as 
thep ſmote, the Maiden that was in his belly 
cryed with an high voice; and ſaid: Dgentle 
friends babe mercy and cotnpaſsion on me, 
fo am a King Daugbter, and a true_Uit- 
gin from the bour of nip birth to this dap. 
When the Earl beard this , be wondered 
greatly, and opened the fide of the Whale 
found the peung Lady, and fook ber out, And 
bhen ſbe was thus delibered, ſþe told him 
fo;thwirb tboſe Daughter ſbe was ,. and 
bow ſhe had loſt all ber goods in tbe Sea,and. 
how ſbe ſpould habe been married unto. the 
Emperozs Son. And when the Earl Heard 
this, be was very glad, and camfozted her 
the moꝛe, and kept ber with bim till ſhe was 


bell refreſbed, And in the mean time bef ent 
Peſſengers to the CO , letting un 
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to know how the Kings daughter was ſabed, 
Then was the Emperoꝛ right glad of her 
ſafety and coming, and had great compaſſion 
on her, faping : Ab god maiden, Foz the 
lobe of mp Son thou Faſt ſuffered much wo: 
neverthelels if thou be wozthy to be his wite, 
toon (all J pꝛõ be. And when be had thus ſaid 
he caufed thꝛee Weſſels to be bzought forth; 
the mut was made of pure Gold, well beſet 
with p;erious ffones without, and within fill 
of dead mens bones, and thereupon was ef- 
graben this Poſey, Who ſo chuſeth me, ſhall 
find that he ſeryech, The ſecond Ueſſel tas 
made of fine ſilver, filled with earth c wozms, 
and the ſuperfcription was thus, who ſe 
. chuſeth me;ſhall find that his nature deſireth. 
The third veſſel] was made of Lead ful 
within of precious ſtanes, and thereupsn was | 
inſculpt this Bote: Who ſo chuſeth me, ſhall 
find that God hath diſpofed for him. Theſe 
thete Mellels the Empero? ſbewed the Waiden 
and tatd 1 e ener , thele be rich 
Ueſſefs, ff thou chute ons of rhefe wherein i 
pzofitro th and to others, then ſpalt thou 
babe my Son, And ik thou chute that where 
in is nd p2ofit to thte, noꝛ to any other, ſothl? 


thcu ſhalt not marry him. | 

When the Maiden heard this, ſpe lift u 
her hands to God and taid, Thou Lozd, thi 
knoweſt all things, grant me grace this * 
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ſo to chuſs, that I may receibe.the Emperoꝛs 
Son. And with that ſhe beheld the firſt veſſel 
of Gold which was engraben royally , and 
read the ſuperſcriptton ; Who ſochuſeth me, 
ſhall find that he ſerveth, ſaping thus, though 
this Uefſel be full pzettaus,and made of pure 
gold, nevertheleſs J knot not what is with- 
in, therefoze my dear Lo2d this Meſſel will J 
not chuſe. -_ 
Andthen beheld ſhe the ſecond Ueſſel, that 
bas of pure filver , and read the ſuperſcripti- 
an: whoſo chuſech me, ſhall find that his 
' nature deſireth: Thinking thus within her 
(elf, if I cbuſe this Weſſel, tobat is within J 
znow not, but well J know there ſhall J find 


that nature dellreth, and my nature defireth 
the luſt of the fleſþ, and therefoze this Ueſſel 


vill J not chuſe. 
When ſhe had fien theſe two Weſſels, and 


had giben an anſwer as touching them.the be⸗ 


held tbe third Ueſſel of lead, and read the 
ſyperſcription: who ſo chuſeth me, ſhall find 
that God hath diſpoſed :, Thinking within 
her ſelf this Meſſel is not berp rich, noꝛ qut- 
Jbardly pꝛecious, pet the ſuperſcription faith : 
who ſo chuſeth me, ſhall find that God hath 
| diſpoſed ; and without doubt God never dif- 
poſeth any. harm, tberefoze by the leabe of 


that God this Weſſel will J cþuſe. 


When the Emperoꝛ 2 this, he ſaid: O 
| B 3 fair 
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fair Maiden open thy veſſel, fo2 it is full of 
p:ectousftones, and ſee if thou haſt well cho 
ſen 02 no. And when this poung Lady had 
opened it, ſhe found it full of fine gold and 
pzectous ſtones, as the Emperez had told her 
befoze. Then ſaid the Emperoz, Daughter, 
becauſe thou baft well chaten, thou (ſhalt mar: 
ry my Son. And then he appointed the wed- 
ding dap, and they were married with great 
ſclemntty, and with much honour continued 
to thetr lives end. 

The Moral. 

This Empetez betokens the Father of Pea- 
ben, who was long time without a natural 
Pon,tbercfoze many men were in danger of 
periſhing in Pell. The Empꝛels coneeibed 
when the Angel Gabriel ſaid; Lo thou ſhalt 
conceive and bear a Child. And then the 
- Firmament began to clear when this little 
Child ligbtened the wozld with bis birth. 
The Moon began to wax pale, when the face 
of the Uirgin Mary was ober ſhadowed by 
bertue ot the holy God, and not only her face 
was thus ſhodowed. but alfo her bodp, fo? 
the was ronceibed with Child as another 
woman, wherefoꝛe Joſeph would habe foꝛtaken 
her pꝛibily and gone away. This little Wird 
that came from the one fide of the Moon be- 
tokeneth eur Lezd Tefus Chꝛiſt, who at mid- 
night wos bozn of the Utrgin Mary, wꝛapped 
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in cloaths and laid in an Ox ſtall, The two 
Beaſts betoken the Dx and the Als, that Jo- 
{pb bzought with him, which hanours him in 
tis birth, Theſe other Beaſts that. came from 
ar, betekeneth the Shepherds in the field, to 
bhom the Angel laid thus: Lo I ſhew you 
eat joy. The Birds that ting ſo ſiveetly, 
jekeneth the Angels in Peaben,which ſung 
it his birth this joyful Song: Glory be to 
God above, and peace to men on earth. 

The King of Ampluy, which held war a⸗ 
gainſt tbe Emperoz,betokeneth all mankind, 
ttat were contraryto God, as thep were in 
the Debils power. Wut immediately, when 
ur. Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt was bozn , he bowed 
himſelf to God, and beſought him of peace, 
bhen be recetbed his baptiſm, fag at our bap- 
tiſm we p2omiſed to dꝛaw onelp to God, and 
fo:ſake the Devil and all bis pomp. The King 
gabe his Daughter in marriage to the Empe⸗ 
es Sen; Right fo ebery one of us ought to 
gibe his ſoul in marriage to Gods Son , fox 
is alwaps ready to receibe cur ſoul as his 
Spouſe 5 acco2ding to the Scripture , ſap- 
Ing thus, I will marry thee to me. But ere 
tur (foul map come tothe Palace of Peaben, 
he muſt ſail by the ſea of the woꝛld, in the ſþip 
if geod life : but oftentimes there ariſeth 
itempeſt in the lea, that is, trouble of this 
pezld, the temptations of the flefþ, and the 
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Cuggeftton of the Debil ariſeth ſuddenly, x 
dꝛowneth the bertues that the ſoul rexeihe 
in Baptiſm, nebertheleſs yet falleth ſhe n 
out ofthe ſhip of charity, but ke&epeth her ſe 
ſurely therein by faith and hope. Foz? ast 
Apolile ſaith,By hope we be ſaved. Fez iti 
impoſſible to be ſabed witheut hope 62 tail 
The great Whale that follaweth the matden 
betokens the Dekil, which by night andh 
dap, lteth in weight to cbercome the ſoul h 
fin: Thereioze do we asthe maiden did, mitt 
the fire of Charity and Lobe, cut cf the ſtone 
that is Chꝛiſt, accoꝛding to this ſaping, lan 
a ſtone, and certainly the Devil ſhall habe ni 
power ober us:Wenp men begin well, as di 
the Waid, but at laſt they be weary of rhe 
god woꝛk s, and ſo they ſic p in (ins And ans 
when the Debil perceibeth this, he devoureth 
the finner in his ebil thoughts, delights, con 
ſent and wozks. Therefore it any of us fi 
our ſelbes in ſuch wife under the power of thi 
Debil, let him do as the maiden did, ſtntte th 
Devil with the Knife of bitter Repentance 
then kindle the fire of Charity, and with 
doubt be ſþall caſt thee on the land of good lit, 
The Earl that came with his ſervants (0 
flap the whale, betokeneth a diſcreet Pzeacht!, 
dwelleth beſide the Sea, rbat is, befide 10. 
world, and not in the woz1d,that is, net dzaWi 


to wozldlp delectaticn , but ever ready " 
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god wo2ds of Poly Scripture to kill the De⸗ 
bil, and to deftrop his power. due muſt all 
cry with an high boice, as the Maiden did, 
acknowledging our ſins, and then ſhall we be 
delivered from the Devil, and nouriſhed with 
bertuous exerciſe. 

The Emperoz ſbeweth this Maiden thz& 
Ueſſels, that 1s, God putteth bekoze man life 
and death, god and evil, and which of thete 
be choſen he ſhall obtain. Aberefoze ſarth So- 
lomon, death and life is ſet before man, chuſe 
which him liſt. And pet man is uncertain 
whether he will chuſe life oz death. | 

By the firſt beſſel of gold, full of dead mens 
bones, is underſtcod mighty wozldly rich men, 
who ſþtne like gold cutwardly in riches and 
pomp of the wozld, nevertheleſs within they 
be full of dead mens bones, that is, the wo2ks 
thep habe done in this wozld, be dead in the 
fight of God thzough deadly ſin. Therefoꝛe if 
any man chufe ſuch a life, be ſhall habe that 
he deſerbeth, that is, ſuch men be litze unto 
Tombs. that be white, and royally painted 
and arrayed without, and covered withcloath 
of gold and ſilk, but within there is nothing 
but dry bones. 

By the ſecond beſſel of Silber, we ought to 
underſtand ſome Juftices , and wiſe men of 
this wozld, who ſhine in fatr ſpeech , but 
within they be full of wozmsg and earth, that 

is, 
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is, their fair ſp&ech {ball abail them no moe 
at the day of judgement, then the wozmg 9 
tbe earth, and paradbenture leſs', koꝛ then 
fhall they ſuffer everlaſting pain, if they die 
in deadly lin. | 
By the third beſſel of Lead, full ef gold and 
pꝛecious ſtories, we are to imderſtand a finiple 
and pz lifr, which the :fen ſouls chule, 
that they may be married to our blefſed Led 
Jelus Cbeiſt by humility and obedience, and 
ſuch men bear with them pecious ſtones, 
that is, Faith and her fruitſul works pleaſing 
to: Gad: by which at the judgement dap, they 
be eſpouted ta our Lozd Jelus Cheiſt,and ob- 
tain the Heritage of Peaben. Unto the which 
bing us cur Pabicur Jeſus Chꝛiſt thet died 


on the Croſs. Amen. 


The Argument. | 
Man by baptiſm promiſed to live in the feat of 
God, and forſake the Devil. Chriſt ſor- 
roweth for our ſins, he requireth dutiful 
ſervice of us in fix ſeveral ages, but we 
are always unready for him, yet the mercy 
of God is favourable towards us, that he 
ſparech even till che laſt age of man, 
youchſafing if then we repent us, and 
call for grace, beleiving in his mercies, to 
receive us into the: Throne of his hea ven- 
ly grace. 1 | 
x The 


o 
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The 33. Hiſtory. | 
0 Ometime there dwelt in Rome a mighty 
Emperoz nam'd ( alapodrs who took a fair 
Lady to his Wife, A bey were nct-Jong te- 
gether beteze that this Empꝛeſs conceived and 
beor him a ſen a geodlp child and a fair. 
When he was of age, be was ſet to School, 
and when he came ro twenty years of age, 
he defired his Fathers Petitage, ſaying ; 
Dear Father, vou are an eld man, and may 
not gobern pour Empire, ther foꝛe if it pleaſe 
uu to gibe it me, it ſball be to your caſe. 
Then anſwered the Emperoꝛ and laid: Dear 
don, I dzead me ſoze, that when the Empire 
is in thy power, thou wilt not full my will 
12 mp dellre. | 
Then ariſwered the Gmp:eſs(ic? fo much 
is the lobed her Son better then her Pusg- 
tand)and ſaid : Mp Lozd, that cannot be, 
u thou haſt but one Son, therele ze Jbeliebe 
be will fulfill thine intent in all things: This 
empire map help him well, and therefoze 
tis beſt to graut him the Empire, Then an- 
ſvered rbe Emperoꝛ and ſaiv,J will firſt habe 
ofhima Letter of Dbligatozy, that whenfa- 
tber he doth any thing againſt my will, that 
then I will diſpoſe him trom the Empire 
hithout any contradiction. | 
The Son grantedthis, and did make the 
"Mgarion, and ſealed it. And when iy 
as 
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was done, this poung Emperoꝛ wared u 


pꝛoud, that he feared neither God noz man, 
and did bery much harm. But his father ſit: 
fered it patiently, toꝛ he would be coꝛreced hy 


no man. | 

Now at laſt there fell a great dearth in the 
Empire, fo that many men dyed foꝛ want of 
twd;this old Emperoꝛ was all alone himfelf, 
and began to habe need, whereſoze he went to 
bis Son fo habe ſome maintenance, which 
his ſon granted and ſuffered, foz a time. But 
wtthin-ſho:t time his father vegan to war ſick 
wheretoze be called his Son, and payed him 
to gibe him a dzaught of his Muſt. is ſon alt 
ſwered and ſaid, that will J not do, for my 
Mult is not good for your complexion, Then 
ſatd } Enperoz.1 pray thee give me a draught 
of thy wine. is ſon anſwered and ſatd, that 
he ſhould have none, for my wine is not yet 
fined, and if I couch it, it will trouble, and 
therefore I will not broach it till ir be cleared 
and fined. Then ſaid his father, give. me 
ſome of the third Tun. That I will not do 
(quoth he) for that wine is not good tor a ſick 
man. Then his father pꝛaped him heartily fo; 
a dzaugbt of the fourth Tun. Then anſwered 
be and ſatd „ therefore ye get none, for it i 
feeble and without any ſuſtentation , and 
ſuch wine is not good for you; for it is not 
comfortable. Then ſaid his Father, = 
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wod Son gibe me the the fift Tun. That 
vill J not quoth he, foz that Tan is full of 
#s and dꝛegs, and ſuch as is not foꝛ Pen, 
do: ſcarcely ſoꝛ Mogs. 

When his Father law be might get nothing 
if him, after he was perfectlp weil, he went 
the King of Jeruſalem, and made his com- 
eint of his Son, and ſhewed him the letter 
H Dbligatozp, which his Son had made, 
bhereby his Father might put him out of his 
empire without any gain⸗ſaping. UWkhen 
the Ming heard this, be called the Emperoꝛs 
in to anſwer his Father: And when he came 
e tould not anſwer to his Father with any 
kalen, wherefoze the King pat dim out of 
jis Empire, and teated his Father therein 
gain : and ſo he continued all the dapes of 
his like. 

111 The Moral. 

This Empero? betokeneth our Lozd Jeſus 
chziſt, accozding to that ſaying: Is not he 
thy Father that hath brought thee up? he 
hth#nade thee, & c. Deut. 32. 6. The Son 
betotz eneth man to whom he gabe all the Em- 
re of this Moꝛld accoꝛ ding to the Scripture 
Heaven he hath given to our Lord, and earth 
to man. Mankind made an Obligation with 
ur Loꝛd Jelus Chꝛiſt, when he received 
the Sacrament of Waptiſm, wherein ye 
homifed to ſerbe him truly : and fozſake 
4 the 


The Hiſtory of | 
tbe Debtl, and all his pomp and bain gloz 
This Emperoꝛ began to wax ſick on a dap, ti 
is, our Loꝛd Jeſus Cheiſt is troubled. as of 
as a Chꝛiſtian ſinneth and bꝛeaketh his co 
mandements, wherefoze be thirſts greatly fo 
the help ofcur ſouls, and he asked a dzauii 
or the firſt Tun, that ts, be asketh of mant 
firſt age af his childhood ro be ſpent in bit fa 
bice, but incontinently the wicked child an 
twereth and ſaith, J map not do fo, foz 1 
childhood is muſty. that is, it is tender and 
ſo poung. that it may not attempt (o ſoon toll 
ſerbe God which is manifeſtly againſt the 
truth, foz the child of one day is not without 
fin. Foz Saint Gregory in bis Dialogue 
ſaith; The ehildren of five years of age dri 
out ſpirits from the boſomes of their Father, 
Then when God ſeeth that he cannot habe 
of thy Muſt of his childhood, then be defiret) 
wine of tbe ſecond Tun. Then ancwereth 
the wicked youth, and ſaith, that bis Mine 
is not apt to ſerbe God. And when God 
map not habe the ſecond Tun, then agket) 
be of the third Tun, that is, ofthe third Tun 
of bis youth. Then anſwereth the wicked 
POung man, and ſaith:Tbe wine is bery (irony 
and mighty, and therefoze his youth ought 10 i 
be ſpent about manly deeds on this wol, 
and nat in good life, which would make bin 
feeble and weab;? when God ſeetþthat he a 
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1. Mot habe of this Tun, Then asked be of the 


Wirch Tun. And then antwereth the wicked 
nan in his manhoad, and faith, that aged men 
art fegble, and map not faſt noꝛ do any hard 
Micepentance, and it he did, he (ould be the 
cauſe of his own death; Aben asked our 
Lozd of the fifth Tun, that 1s of bis old age, 
hen he ſtopetb, a may not go without a ſtaff, 
ut the wicked old man excuſeth Himſelf,and 
ith that bis wine is too feeblz to give to ſuch 
a (eeble man, {oz if he ſhoulFiaſt one dap, it 
here time to mozrow to make bisgrave. And 
bhen cur Lozdſeeth that he map not have of 
the fiith Tim, then asked he ef the fxth Tun, 
that ſs when a man is blind; ano may go ro 
in no moze, pet deſtreth he of ſuch a man 
ink, that is, help of bis ſoul ; But the 
Netehed man lying in deſpair ſaith ; Alaſs, 
tlaſs, wo to me, becauſe J ſerbed not Al- 
tghty God mp maker, and Redeemer here 
times paſt, while J was in pouth and in 
holperity : now there is nothing left but onlp 
e lees and dzegs of weetchediieſe; therefoze 
bhat ſpafl it abail me now 10 turn toward 
0d ? But for ſuch men we ſhould lament. 
Nebertheleſs, God is merciful,that though 
e might bave no ſervice of man in all bis 
me, pet he is content to habe the lees of his 
Lun, that is, the good will, though he dotb 
el ſerbe him otherwiſe, and le poll his good 


will 
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will ſtand him in ſtead of godlp life. For inf, 
what hour the ſinner doth repent him of bd 
fin from the bottom of his heart, he ſhall be 
forgiven, as Eezekiel witneſſeth. But there 
be many that will gibe ns Mine, noz no 9. 
ther thing to him, wherefoze Cheiſt ſpall com. 
plain to the King of Jeruſalem, that 18, to 
the God⸗ head at the judgment dap, and then 
as he is God and man, ſpall be gibe ſentence 
definitibe againſt ſuch men: ſaping, I have, 
bungred, and yè gave me no meat, I have 
been naked and ye cloathed me not: I have 
thirſted and ye gave me no drink. Lo, thus; 


wall be rehearſe to thee the fruits of thy faith. Ii 


And when this is done, then ſþall ſuch me 


be put to eberlaſting pain, and the juſt man 


into eberlaſting bliſs. Unto the which being 
us our Lozd Jeſus Cbꝛiſt. Amen. 


The Argument, 

Man being captivated by Satan, the World refuſ 
ech ro do for him, til the God-hcad of the heaven 
ly Father, bearing an earneſt arie&ion untaiþ 
him, did eſpouſe him, and embrace him with 
the boſom of iuw ard & entire love, adventurinꝗ 
what he might to ſet all mankind: at liberty, y 
grudgeth the world that we fhould always ſeryt 


our God, and forſake her but to eſchew all ſucihy; 


' malignity we are taught in this Higory. 


The 34 Hiſtory. 
1* Rome dtveit ſometime a mighty G 
perour named Anthony, under who! 
. reign 
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r inlzign the Kobers ofthe Sea had taken peiſes:- 


0, a mighty mans Son cf another Region, 
| bend bzougbr him to the Emperozs pzifon be⸗ 
bereFiag bound. Tuben this young man was 
hus in pziſon, be incontinent wote to his 
ather fo2 bis ranſome., but he would neither 
mp bis ranſome, no2 ſend him any thing fee 
ycomtorr him: This when he hraro, be 
bept ſoze, and Would net ve comfoztedive th 
mindneſs ofhis Father. 
This Emperc? hav a ior Dann ts; ; wh 
ted eberp bay the pzifotier, ano conforrea 
lim as much as ſhe might, wiſping him i 
jerry, Lo whom the Peilener amwered aud 
nid: Hobo hall Abe merry? o2 how map i 
ky, thus to lpe faſt beund in pꝛiſon ſrom the 
ſght of man? and notboithſtending this, it 
tiebeth me moſt that mp Father will not 
p my ranſame. 
When the Maiden heard this, ſhe was mo⸗ 
d with pity, and laid: Dear friend, Jam 
ry foz thee, and thereſoze if thou wilt grant 
Mite one thing, J ſpall deliver. thee rom thy 
mguiſh and pain. UWhbat thing is chat: 
ſquoth he.) That tbou wilt taze me foe. thy 
life 5 then ſaid the Pziſoner, I pzoniiſe: pou 
rely to fulfil your requeſt and defire; and 
* the moze | affurance J plight ' pou my 
nth, Mben he had ſo done, ſþoztly after 
Jy * delibered him out ok pzifon, 
L any 
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and fled away with him home to bis Fatherg 


houſe. 

When his Father ſaw his Won and the 
Maiden together, he asked the cauſe whp he 
bzought the Maiden with him? Then ſaid his 
Son: Sir, this Damſel delivered me our of 
Pꝛiſon, and therefoze ſhe ball be mp Unite. 
Then fatd his Father, J will not conſent 
that ſhe ſþall be thy Wife fo2 two reaſonable 
cauſes, which J {all foxthwith ſhew thee, 

The firſt in this, it is not unknown to the, 
tbat the Emperoꝛ ber father might have had 
foz thy deliverance great plenty of riches, and 
foz as much as ſhe was untrue to ber own Fac 
ther, and true to thee, it feemed well that thou 


ſhouldeſt not truſt long to her: fo2 being falſe 


to ber own Father, it is to be feared ſhe will 
not be true to another man. 


The ſecond reaſan is this, the cauſe why 


the delibered thee out of Pꝛiſou, was neither 
fo pitty ns2 foz lobe, but fo2 carnal luſt that 
che had to thee, Foz at thy deliverance ſhe 
made Cobenant with thee to be thy Wite, 
and had of thee thy trath, and hath acccompie 


nied with the:therefoze fon (faith beit is nu 


reaſon that the ſþould be thy Mile. 


The Maiden anſwered to theſe objections, Wh 


and laid: As foz the firſt reaſon that thou layeſt 
againſt me, that J would be untrue to my 
Father, that is falſe: Fca my io 

plenty 
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lenty of riches, and thy Son is but po, and 
Iberetoze J help him foz pittya and tog nge 
ther cauſe, and neberthelefs,; thou that art 
tis Father mould not pap bis ranſom, that he 
night be delivered out of pziſon. Leg, fo? 
this cauſe J have delivered him, thersfeze F 
In kinder te bim then thoy that art his own 
ſent — and bs is moze be holding to mg than 
tber. | 35; l 
Unto the ether rea ſon ;th ereas thou tap 
|, that J delibered him becauſe of carnal 
yt : I anſwer and ſay plainlp, that it is not 
tuth 5 foꝛ all manner of carnal lobe is cauſed 
f ſtrength, and beauty, but thy Son is nei⸗ 
her ſtrong noz beautiful, foe his impꝛiſonment 
kth taken away bis ſtrength and beauty, foz 
y the pain be; bath bad in pziſon „ he is 
ought low, and made unluſty. to ſpozt,. aud 
jerefoze pitty only moved me to deliver him, 
nd nat carnal luſt, 2 
\Then ſaid the den: Dear Father, dg as 
neh as A was in peri] of death, and Mate 
u vou to pap; my ranſome, that A migbt 
deltbered, and pou would not help me, but 
ku gentle Damſel foz pitty bath ſabed me 
am death, and delibered me out of pziſon- 
jerefoze Curzly ſhe aſl. be mp Wits, .. 0 
thwith he married her with, great honoz, 


\ * 


d with her ended his lite. 
nty L 2 The 
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| T̃ he Moral. 
Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 
the Father of Meaben. The young man 


which was taken with tbe Pirats of the Sea, 


betokens all mankind, which was taken with 


[th 


the Devil, by the fin of our loꝛefather Adam. 
and was caſt into the Pꝛiſan of Mell with 
great ſozrow and pain. Bis Father would not 
ranſome bim, that is the woꝛld would do no⸗ 


thing foꝛ him. 


This fair Daiighter betokeneth the God 


bead, which came doon krem Peaben, ant 


took manhood of the Uirgin Mary and ſo made 


a Ghoſtly marrisge between him and man: 


and upon this cendition he delivered mankindl 


out of the pꝛiſon of Pell, when he came from 
Peaben and fozſook the tcllowſhip of Angels 


fox. to dwell withus in this w2etched bale of i 


tears. But rhe Father. that derobenerh t 
Wozld , grudgeth ever againſt him, ant 


would not ſuffer that the Soul of man tþould 


become the fpouſe of Ieſus 'Ch:tſt, but that 
ſhe ſhould alway ſerve him, and would fozſakeFi 


our Lozd. 


Therefore if we follow the wozld and tis pe 


danities, certainly we ſpall fall into the ſar? 


ef the Debil. From the whieh defend us diner 


bleſſed Sabiour4efusg Cheiſt. Amen. 


„14. 
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| OY The Argument. 1e 
Neth te the Ordinance of God, that no man ſhall la- 
na bour for worldly promotion by coveteo ſ: $ 
Yea, ¶ ind falſhnod nor by deceit or other evil courſes, 
vith © Manor his firſt tranſgreſs ion ſhould have been 
dam adiudged tor perpeiual torment in hell, had nor 
e Son of Gad' voluntarily offered himſelf to 
vith e death to fave mankind , and deſtroy Satan 
not bis enemy, (o that thereby he might live 
no- #i:h him in the habitation of heaven everlaſt- 
iogly. 10% „ tal wit any © 
10 The 37. Hiſtory; 2 . 
Ometime in Rome there dwelt a nobloEm- 


3od- 


and welt 
ade N peroꝛ of greatJivelphod,named Alexander, 
an ich above alt dertues lobed the vertue of 


ounty 3 wherefoze he ozdsined a Law foz 
nat Charity, that no man under pain ot death 
uld turn a Plaice in bis diſd at his meat, 


ind 
om 
els 


 offfit only eat the white ſide, and not the black, 
theWad if any man would attempt to ds the con- 
andMary; be ſbould ſuffer death without anp pax- 


n: but pet ere he died, be ſþould ask tee 
titions of the Emperoꝛ what him lis (except 
plife ) which ſpould be granted him. 
It befel after upon a dap, that there came 


Earl and his Don, of a, ſtran ben Sr to, 
ak with the Empers2 5 And when tbe Earl 


uld 
hat 
he 


tts 
ary . 
virus ſet at meat, be was ſerbed with a Plaice, 


d be which was an hungry, and had an ap- 
ite to bis meat, after be bad eaten the White 
het be turned the black fide, and began to eat 
L 3 thereof 
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thereof : wherefaze ſtraight way be was a! 
cuſed-to-the Emperoz, becauſe he bad offende | 
againſt the Lalo. Then ſatd the Emperoz 
= him die accozding to the law withont a 
Ativenthe Earls Son heard tbat his Fath 
ſhould die, immediately he fell down on bo 
bis kutes befoze the Emperoꝛ, and faid, O m 
reberetid-Lozd , J moſt humbly intreat you 
that J may die fo2 my Father. Then fait 
the eo It pleateth me well, fs that on 
d fetoz the o ce. Then taid the Earls Son 
teh 4t is to, that I muſt die, J ask the bene 
fit of "the Law, that is, that J map habe thut 
petitfons granted ete I die. The Emperi 
e Ask whar thou wilt, the 
ind man ſay thee nay. 

etifatd 7 — voung unigbt : 57 Log 
M4 but ont Daiſybterzthe which I defi 
K. 1 piers. that ſhe map lie one nigh 

7 ie. Abe Empero? gre 
v erden, erb fOwereagoind if 
29 — this unitpt deflouret 
ee 5 ah r l 'he great! 


Ae oy 
Fe” tecortd ion tis Jab alt 4 
9 and immediately the Enuperoꝛ gtam 
cauſe he would not be ralled a 'beakeyy 10 
Ne. Nan when the Eur on hat 
ed che Emperoꝛs treaſure, he imparti 


7 * ; 
cny wal. gay yall} > cw 


<> wn oo. 
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it doth to po and to rith, by means whereof 
be obtained their god wills. 

My third petition is this: Jak mp Lozd, 
that all-their eyes map be put out incontinent, 
that ſaw-my Father eat the black fide of the 
Plaice,And they that ſaw him turn che Plaice 
detheugbt them, and ſaid within therntelves : 

f we acknowledge that we'faw him do this 
J treſpaſs, then ſþafl our eyes be put out: and 
therefdze it is better that we hold us till 3 
and fo there was none ſound that would ac⸗ 
cuſe him. 

When the Earls Son heard this, be ſaid 
Jo the Emperaz: Pp Lozd (quoth he) ye ſe& 
M there is no man acculeth my Father, there⸗ 
foze gibe me rightful judgement. Then ſaid 
he Emperoz, Foz as much as no man will ac- 


knowledge chat they ſaw him turn the Plaite, 
therefoze J wil not that thy Father ſhall die. 
do thus the Son ſabed his Nathers life, and 
after the Deceaſe of the Emperoz married his 


Daughter, 
The Moral. | 


Dear friends, this Empero? betokeneth th 
\| Father of Þeaven , which ozdafned a Law, 
that no man ſpould turn the black ſide of a 
Plaice.z that is, there ſhould no man labour 
in riches and pzomotion by cobeteouſneſsand 
il falſþwd. The Earl that came to the Empe⸗ 
m betokenech Adam our foze-father , who 
| L 4 came 
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came out of the Land of Eden, and turnedy; 
the black ſide of the Platce, when he eat o 
the Apple of the fozbidden tre 5 wherefoze he 
ould babe been condemned to eberlaſting 
death: but his Son, that betokeneth our Lozd 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, be. tek the fleſþ of Adam, ant 
pzoferred himleif voluntarily to die fo him:and 
the Father of Þeaben granted that he ſþould 

go down to die foz mankind, 

Nevertheleſs, befoze he died, be asked ther 
petitions of his Father of Heaben; The fir 
was this, that he might habe by him his 
Daughter, which betokeneth the ſovIl of man, 
and being her with him into the boſome of 
Peaven, acces adus to the woꝛds in Oſea, ſap- 
ing. I will wed her to my ſelf, 

. The ſecond Petition was this, all the Em⸗ 
perozs treaſure, which betokenetb the treaſure 
of heaven, accozding to this Scriptue, Like 
as the Father hath diſpoſed for me, ſo 1 diſ- 


pole for you · 
The third petition is this, that all their 


eyes ſhould be put out, that is, that the Debll, 
and all falſe witneſſes. which accuſe us true 
men, might be put from the light of beavenly | 
grace. | 
And thus ſabed he mankind, and led him Ng; 
1p with him unto the Palace of PÞeaben,Unto | 
rhe which Palace —_ us onr Lozd Jeſus- 


Amen.“ 17 
The 


Geſta Romanorum. 
ä The Argument. 

rhe Father of Heaven of his meer grace promoteth 
ſm? poor men, raiſing then from che duſt to ſit 
among Princes, but they extoll ing themſelves 
wichoit regard of Gods goodneſs, they axe again 
made abject by him. The Devil wo: keth decat 
in his members againſt the godly ; Chriſt came 
down from heaven to — the water of eter- 
nal life unto man, and by his deatli and paſsion 
to revive our ſouls (which before were dead) 
unto the firm ſtate cf eternal felici.y, to pur- 
chaſc happ:neſs with his precious blood. 


The 36. Hiſtory. 


* Rome there dwelt ſomertme a mighty 
Emperoz, named Leonicius, who 6n a dap 
ode to a Fozreſt to diſpozt- himſelf, wbere he 
net Cuddenly with a po man, to whom he ſaid 
thus: Friend, what art thou: and whence 
comelſt thou: | 

My Lozd (quoth he) Jam come from the 
next Citp5 and Jam pour man. -Then ſaid 
the Emperoz, thou ſeemeſt paz, therefoze if 
thou be boneſt and true, J will pzomore thee 
o great riches and heuor. Then anſwered the 
hbz man, and ſaid: mp Lozd, J pzemiſe- you 


TE faitbfully to be true ta you as long as J live. - - 


The Emperoz anon made him a Knight, and 


abe bin great riches, When be was thus 
Romoted, he waxed ſo pꝛoud, that he thought 
bimſelf moze able to be an Emp eroꝛ then his 


Lozd 5 wherefoze he made ſuggeſtjon to dibers 
n | {02dg 
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1 62ds of that Empire. that he might uſurp ant 
take upon him chꝛeugh ſtrength of chem to be 
Emperoꝛ. 

When the Emperoꝛ heard this, anon hee; 
fled him and ail thoſe that were conſenting tc 
bim, ſo theplibed objects in great weetcedneſs 
and ſozrow : and then rhe Emperoz o2dained 
other men in their ſtead, and gabe them all the 
poſſeſston of theſe traitoꝛs. 

And when the boniſhed men heard that 
ftrangers had taken poſſeſsfon of their lands 
and gods, anon they conſpired againſt them, 
and thꝛough treaſon requeſted them to a Ban- 
quet. And they as innocents, thinking upon 
no luch treaſon, came at the day atsigned, and 

were ſerbed with fibe poyſoned Meſſeg, where 
by as manp as taſted of theſe diſhes died in 
continent. 

When the Emperoz heard this, he was 
greatly mobed, and afſembled his counſel, to 
enquire what was beſt to be done foz this 
treaſon, and foz their death. Then ſaid the 
Emperoꝛs Son: WPpLeozd, Jam pour Son, 
and you are my Father, and therefoze J ſhall 
give pou god counſel, pꝛofitable to all men. 
Pot far hence is a little Nation, wherein 
dwcHeth a fair Maiden, and a gracious in. 
the ſight of every man, which hath an Oꝛthard, p 
wherein is a Mell, the water whereof is of tuch 
verkee, that if it be cad upon a dead man, I lj 
ſtraigbt⸗ 


þ I 1 — Y „ 1 . 
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 andÞ araigbtwap be ſhall live again and recover his 
o be life, Theretoꝛe mp Lo2d, J ſbafl deſoend unto 
that Nation, and ſeek that water, whereby they 
that were lain at the Banquet, map be reſtozed 
again to life. And when the Enpers? heard 
this, be greatly rejopced, and ſaid thus: Son 
thy Counſel is gd, - 

And ftraightwap the Emperoz Son went 
into the ſaid Nation and fell in conceit with 
that ide Maiden, in ſo much chat he entred into 
ndsF the Garden, and aſſatled to taſte the water of 
eme the Utef!. And when he bad ſo done, he made 
an- five drep trenches in the ground, in the which 
pen the water ran till it came where the dead 
ande men lap buried, hereupon when tbe water 
ere ⸗ touched them, they aroſe-from death to life. 
in: Then the Emperoꝛs Son with great joy led 

chem unto his Father: And when the Empe⸗ 
Was roz ſaw this; be was right Joyful, wherefaze 
to heorowned his Son with a Laurel Crown in 
this twken cf bictozp, and ſo ended his life in reft 
the and peare. 
on, The bak 
ball i Dear friends - this Emperoz betokeneth 
jen. the Father of þeaven.. The pw2 man that 
ein das momot ed, betakeneth Lucifer, that was 
inf epatied of nought, and enthꝛoned in thy Em⸗ 
ud, pire uf Weaben with great jop and clearneſs 
lch boc-theough bis pꝛide he theugbt be might b 
i like unto the Almighty God, and not —_ lib 
Ihle him! 


e ex 
N fe 
neſs 
ined 
| the 
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him, but moze then Almighty God: wherefo} 
the Farber of Peaven exiled him, and all them 
that conſented to him, to Pell: and in his place 
man was exalted to great jay and honour, 
The Devil ſeeing this, it much griebed him 
that man ſhould come to ſuch glozy, and ho⸗ 
nour, and bad Adam and Eve to a Banquet, 
when tbep did ear of the Apple againſt Gods 
Commandement , and. counſeſled them 
thus, ſaping: In what hour ye eat of this Ap- 
ple, ye hall be like Gods, knowing good 
and «vil, And at this curſed banquet they 
were ſerbed with fibe meſſes that were poyſon- 
ed, tbat is, their fibe wits were accoꝛded in 
eating of the Apple, whereof man was infea⸗ 
ed and died. This hearing the Emperozs 
Son, Cbeift Jeſus, mobed with merrp, he 
came down from heaven into this wozld and 

azquainted bim fo well with rhe bleſſed' Uir- 
gin Y ary,tbat be feund in her the well of man- 
hood, and conjopned it ts the-Godhead, accoz- 
ding to the Sczipture: I am the well of life, 


who drinketh of me ſhall not thirſt. After 
chat be ſuffered to be made fibe trenches in 
the ground, that is, fibe wounds in his body; 
out of the which ran bath blood and water, 
whereby all mankind was raiſed from death to 
life, and led them up inta the Palace of Pea⸗ 
ben, unto the wich bzing us our -bleſſed Da⸗ 


biour Jeſus Chziff, Amen. 
The 


— — — . 2 
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Geſta Romanorum. 
h The Argument. | 
he Father of heaven extendeth his goodneſs 
divers ways towards frail man yet he taketh 
contrary ways, living in ſpiritual fornication, 
for the which being exiled from the ſtare of 
ho- felicity, he is compelled to lead a miſerabie 
wer, and painful life. But being reconciled by the 
dg death of his Saviour, he poſſeſſeth the 
em heritage of heavenly felicity. ; 
Ap- Ihe 27. Hiſto' ys 
| C Omettme in Rome there raigned a mighty 


— Emperor named Dunſtanus, in whole 
on: empire there dwelt a gentle Knight rbat 


in Nad two Sons. One of bis Sans matched 
eq. imtelf againſt bis Fathers will with a com- 
non Parlor. The Knight hearing this, exiled 
is Son from him 5 and when be was thus 
Hed, be be got on this woman a Son: and 
bon after that be waxed fick, and in penu- 


her, beſeeching him of his mercy: this bear⸗ 
fe. g bis Farhcr, he took compaſcizn and 
- Juth on him, wberefoze be was reclaimed 
m baniſþment 5 Aud when he was thus 
tought again to his Fathers grace, be 
labe bis child which he had by the common 
wman to bis Fatber, who kindly received 
a. im and nouriſbed bim as bis Son. 
When the other Sen heard this, be ſaid to 
is Father: Father, quoth he, it ſeemeth to 


ne 


; wberefoze be ſent Peſſengers to his Fa- 
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me that you are out of pour.rtght mind, which 
I will pzobe by god reaſan. Foz be it . 
of his right mind that receiveth a falſe Her, 
and nouriſheth him, wheſe Father hath en 
damaged and griebed him befoze Now my; 
bzother which begat this Child hath done peu 
great injury, When be married tbe common 
woman, againft pour will and commande - 
ment, theretoze- me thinkerh that pou are out 
of pour right mind. 

Then anſwered his Father and laid; be⸗ 
cauſe ihp brother is reconciled to me, thou 
art enbious, and thou art unkind to thy own 
brother, willing to put him from thy fellow⸗ 
chip foz ebermoze, but ſcothly no unkind man 
{þall habe Heritage except jbe be reconciled, 
and pet thou neber-reconcied(t thy (eff *o him 
foz thy unkindneſs, koz thou mighteſt habe 
reconeijed thy ſelf to him, but thou wouldeft 
not, therefoze of my Heritage getteſt thou na 
part, | | * 

The Moral. 

Dear friends, the father of theke two 
bzethzen betokeneth the Father of Peaben. I 
And bis two Sons betoken the nature of An⸗ 
gels, and the nature of Man: Noz man was 
married to a common woman oz Marlot, when 
be eat the Apple againſt the commandement 
of God, wherefoze he was exiled by the Fa- 


þ 
ther of Þraben, and put from the joyes of , 
Paradiſe, 


Geſta Romanorum. 


dhichWaradiſe- The Son of the common woman 
b ouMtokeneth mankind. This Knights Son, 
hat is Adam, libed in great miſery, fozafter - 
is fin he was put from jop into this twzetched 
alley of tears and weeping, accoꝛding to the 
Scripture, In the ſweat of thy brows thou 
att eat thy bread. But after by the paſ- 
on of Chziſt he was reconeiled. But the 
her Son that betokeneth the Devil, was e* 
r unkind, and grudged dailp againſt our 
couciling, ſaying , that by reaſon of fin 
ought not to come junto the Peritage of 
heaven. Unto the which bꝛing us our Lozd- 
ſus Chꝛiſt. Amen. 

The Argument. 


Ne ought in every vocation and calling to be- 
have our ſelves juſtly, and to uſe the poor man 
abe Mich equity: we mult not injure rich men. The 
tiebty men are to be honoured, and not de- 
fauded of their dignity aud eſtate. be ing men 
na 8 "Re I D 

ot fincere lie: they that do contrary to the 
meaning of dutiful bchoof herein, are worthy of 
werlaſting death. 


The 38 Hittcry. 

(Dmetime there dwelt in Rome a mighty 
F Emperoz named Donatus,which did make 

dete Images, of the which one held out his 
and ſtraight unto the people, and had on hig 
ger a ring of gold. The ſecond Image had 
Beard of gold. And the third bak a Mantle 
of gold. Commanding upon pain of death, that 


no 
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no man fpould. take away from theſe im- 


_ the King, the Beard, nog the Wan 
ne. | 

It befell afterward upon a tima that one 
Dionyſe, a tprant, came into the Temple 
and took awap the King from the firſt Image, 
the Beard from the ſecond, and the Wamle 
from the third. And then be bad thus done 


f0 


be was fozthwirh accuſed unto the Empe⸗ 
ro2, and bzougbt befoze him, and ſtrictipM 
examined of that treſpaſs, why be deſpoiled} 


the Images againſt the Empero2s comman⸗ 
dement. | | | „ 
Then anſwered Dionyſe, and ſaid as (ol 
laweth: Pp reverend Lo2d, it is lawfull to 
anſwer foz my ſelf: When J entered into 
the Temple, the firſt Image held forth his 
band ſtraight to me, as who would ſap, I 
gibe thee this King, and therefoze I took the 
Ring as the giſt of the Image, being lot) 
torefuſe ſo gentle an offer. And when J ſaw 
the fecond Image kaving a Beard, J thought 
thus with my ſelf; J knew ſometime the Fa- 
ther of the Image, which had no Beard 
and now his Son bath à Beard, Which is 
againſt reaſcn the Son to habe a Beard and 
the Father none; and therefczeJ toek' from 
him his Beard, 5 he ſhould be like his Fat ber. 
After that, when J ſat the third habing a 


Mantle of gold, Jtþougbr that the Wantle of 


gold 
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im⸗ 
Ban 


one 
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age, 
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one 
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| en 
Geſta Kotnanortim. | —_ 
jold dogs nat behcobeful fü? bim in Winter *- 
ii: gald is naturally cold, tbich, migbt 
tuſe of his death, g theretoze'Iriok it fron 
him, becoule it was to cold in Winter, and 
het in Summer. g 3 


When Diony ſe bad excuted him by theſe 
faſons, the Emperez anſwered and taid: 
Lbou baſt antwered wirkedly fcz thy ſelf, 
Phat (er cauſe the rather then any other 

n to dilpofl the Jmages,.toz as much as 


tommanded that no man ſpauld take any 


ing awap ſram them, therefoꝛe thine s bon 
Houlh bath condemned thee, Anon the Em⸗ 
jero2 called to him one of bis Squires, and 


therged him to [mite off his bead, and incon- 


Jinentip be t and did him, unto bim as 
e Emperez had commanded, and fo be died 


iþameful death. 


The Moral. 


Dear friends, this Emperoz betotzeneth 
Illmigbty God the Father of Peaven. The 
(hee Images betokenetb the pw2 men, the 
ch men, and the mighty men of this 
bold. The tyrant Dyonyſe betokeneth all 
ficers in ebery eftare, ſetodiy bebabing 


temſetvts, which take aw from proz men 


lhe King cM tþefr-fingers, and fay thus, J 
may take that is giben me: Foz wben the 


Je man bath cucbt to do, be muſt needs 


ut fozth bis band to 8 whether he wM 
62 


| Geſta Romgnorum. 
10 un, if be would ſpeed, They tabe aba: 
the Beard from the rich man , and ſay 
thus: This man is richer then bis Father 
was, tbereſoze take we bis libelyhood fram 
him, and make him like bis Foze⸗father. 
They take alſo the Mantle of gold from the 
mighty men: when they ſee any man of 
Honour and god living, willing ta coꝛreg 
ſuch open miſ-doers, then ſay ther, this mani, 
is to cold, foꝛ be inclineth nothing to our a/ 

inions, and aſfo be is too hot in power and 
wo:king againſt us, thereſoze go we and 
take from him rbe Mantle of might, and u 
thep accuſe him and put him out pf his office. 
But certainly all ſuch men ſtand in peril of 
eberlaſting death: Frem the which ſabe us, IK, 
be that ſþed bis pzecious blod foz us, Amen, 


The Argument. 


Man ought to nouriſh ( hriſt in his heart by 
faith and fruits of good life: The reward 
of ſuch as have care unto the commande-t, 
ments and infl;cutions of Cod · We maſt 

watch leſt we fall into temptation: Theſe 
things conſidered, we ſhall then by Gods, 
gracious goqd providence, attain unto, 

the rewarch of heavenly and everlaſting 
| bliſs. FF s | 
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pere dwelt tomeeime in Rome a minb- 
ty Emperoz named Emilius, ba bad a 
r young Lady to bis Mife, upon whom 
had begotten a fair Son.  Uben the 
tes of the Empire beard this , ther 
me to the Emperoz and beſought bim to 
Nee the keeping of bis Son, Jmmediately 
Emperoꝛ ſent a Perauld thzougbeut the 
ity, Pzoclaming, that in woboſe heuſe were 
found fire and water, the good man of 
at bouſe ſpould have his Son in keeping, 
d to nouriſh. Anon then the Emperoz 
» Wade a Pzoclamation, that whoſoeber bad 
aon te kep, ſbeuld nouriſh him cleanip, 


o feed him with wholſome meats and 


inks, And when the Child came te Age, 
ſtould the Keeper be pzomoted to great 
nour, wherefoze. many men made ready 
and water, in hope to habe the Child: 
vt in the night, when ebery man was a- 
p, there came a Tyrant named Sulapius, 
tquenebed tbe fire,and thzew out the wa- 
t. Nevertheleſs among all other, there 
a mau named Jonathas, that Jaboured 
diligently, that he kept both dar and nigbt 
t and water. | 
In a mozning early, the Þerguld at 4 
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Emperoꝛs cemmandement , went thzoug 
the City, and fought in eberp bouſe f 
fire and water, but he could find none till! 
rame: to- Jonathas bouſg, where he kaun 
doch fire and water ready, tobrrefoze he wa 
bꝛaugbt beloze the Eniperozz (boho delive 
ed him AF eccoꝛding to the Pzoclarty 
ridit. * 

Mhen jonatbas bad the Emperozs n i 
ve led bim home imto his Pouſe, And lu 
after he kent lor Paſons and Carpenter 
and did maße a ſtrong Chamber of lime an 
ſtone. Ard when the chamber wes fini 
ed, he lem le Painters ta paint on the wa; 
ol the The mber ten mages, with this Peſi 
painted abobe their beads, Who ſo defiletſhh 
theſe, Images ſhall die a cruel death. A 
then tauſed a pair of Gallows to be-dzabYY/ 
cn the derꝛ, and tf gured a man hanging there 
upon, with this poſep painted abobe hi 
bead, Su ſhall he be ſerved that nouriſh 
the Emperors Son amiſs. Allo be cauſed e 
Chair og gold to be made, and himtelk üittin 
therein crowned with a Ersbon of geld, wii 
this lupertrription abobe the hsad: Who 
noutiſheth the Empeors ſon cleanly tha 
ſhall he bo honoured. In 
Mhen this was done, efrentimes as 
was'a fleep, he was greatly tempted to delle 
theſe- then excellent Images: dut anon a 
* * 
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20u5Fad the ſuperſtriptions abobe their heads 
e fal then all the temptatiaus cegſed. And 
till hben the Emperses ſon was ahille hepty 
founMWhin be went tonbhe Gellowos and read that 
| * which das wꝛitten abobe his oben 
uind, and foe! dead 4bereof zept the child 
Fitter, and was 3 to give 8. FENDRNCE 
nn him. : 
„and when hs: bebeld übe tne andcbims 
Mit fitting therein crowned with a art wu 
ter, be was right joyſui, thinking te hebe 
e i reward fog keeping ot the Emperozs 
. When tbe Emperoz beard ot this di ⸗ 
t demeano? about bis Bon, che ſent ſoz 
| m and thanking bim f62 bis well keeping 
d nouriſbing of him, be after p: ate bim 
great banour and 83 | 
| 145" 180 


ä The Moral, THEY 5 at's 
This Emperoz heickamibabe \Fatber of 


taben, the Empzeſs betckene&þ4be bleſſed . 


Igtn” Mary; Abe Emperezs Son be⸗ 
nieneth our Loꝛd Jeſus Chziſt; The Pe- 
hoWld tbat was ſent thecughoutitye Cit p, 
eneth Saint; John Baptiſts Who wes 

tt befeze eur Lozd to peepate tbe wo? 

aa bim, aeceding ta tbe bely+:@rripture: 
dell 3 mine Angel before wen &c · The 
en Hates that deitred the Ampere Son te 
red ho W 3 - nounhþ 
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neuriſh, betokens the Patrtarchs and x 
phets, which - delire greatly to noni 
Lozd Jeſus Chi, and als to foe dit 
but they might not Fee him 162 nou 
dim, fo2 fre and boater which ſpeuld 
been cauſe of their fight das not tocch th 
perfectly. 

The fire betokeneth the Poly Gholt wi 
had not pet appeared to them, for thep 1 
not waſbed with the water of 154 priſm. g | 
fo ye map underſtand by the fire perfect Ch 
rity , and by the Water true Contriti 
which do now adays fail in many men, 


r 


Fa 
— 


= 
— 


therefoxethey may not habe the lirtie Chih 


Jeſus in ibeir hearts. 


Jonathas that watebed ſs rene 0 1 


tokeneth eb rp good Cheiſttan man, which ſt 
ſtudietb eitber to watch in well-do ing, vielſ ti 
ing to God ſoꝛ fins the fire of charitable i fi 
pentance , and the water of Contritioß 
But oftentimes the Lprant, wh ich betoseſ et 


. £th the Debil, putteth out the fire of Cl 


rity out of mens hearts, and caſteth1i 


water of Contrition , ſo that * i 


not nouriſh the little Child Jeſus, L 

foze let us watch as Jonathas did, that 
enter not into temptation. And call! 
unts Walons, that is, dilcreet Beeacl 
which can make in cur. hearts a Chai | 
of ſtone, that is, a fire Faith and 1 1 


Seſta Komanörum. 

{hen call we to un Yaſnters, that is, Wi. 
iffers of Gods Wozd, which can paint 
jour beatts ten Images, that it, the ten 
fommandements, which" then keep and 
iferve datly, wichonr deubr thou ſhalt be 
ſnoured it Peaben. 

And if thou deep wel the Emperozs Bon, 


dic wou pair fe in a Chair of Gold, crowned 
NY vith a Croton of Gold. And ft that tbon 
' iouriſh him not well, wfthyur douve thru 


an ieſus. 


Whale ve in danger of toꝛment in Pen. From 
date which peeferbe us our blefſed  Sabfour 
rene 
tze Soul of man eſpouſed unto Chriſt, the 
feſh procureth the ſame to fin, The Chri- 
ſtian ſoul by faith withſtaffdeth tempta- 
tion. The redemption of mankind from 
ſin and death. The deceirs of unthankfu 
"hearts. The ſpirits health, the defects of 
the flefn. Afrer a pure repentance follow- 
eth perpetual joy and felicity both of ſoul 
| and ody. 1 | 
1, The 40. Hiſtory. 
Rome dwelt fomerime a miubty Em. 
peroznamed Manelay, which had wedded 
he Kings daughter of Hungaria, a fair Zady, 
ad a gracious in all her wozks, ſpecially 


ewas merciful, Dna time, as the Em- 
| WP 4 pero? 
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pero? lap in his bed, be bet bought bim that 
be would go bifit the Poly Land. And en 
the moꝛrobo he called to him the mpesz 
his Wife, and his own only Brother, and 
thus be ſaid; Dear Lady, J map not, 10 
will not, hide (rom pou, the peibities of mp 
beart.: A purpoſe.to billt the Poly Lan), 
wherefoze I ozdain tber peincipally to 1 
Lady and Goberneſs ober all my Empire, 
and all my people; and under chee I o2dain 
bere my Bꝛotber to be thy Steward, for ta 

pꝛodide all things tbat may be pecfitable ta 
my Empire and my people. 

Then ſaid the Empꝛets: Sith it will no 
otherwiſe be, but that needs thou wilt i 
to viſit the City of Jeruſalem, J ſhall be 
paur abſence ag true as any Turtle that hath 
{3ſt ber Mate, foꝛ as J beliebe, ye (all not 
eſcape thence with peur lite. 6 
The emperoꝛ anon co mfoꝛts ber with lui 
woꝛds, and kiſſed her, and after that teck bis Min 
leave ot her and all other, and went! toward u 
the City of Jeruſalem. - 2 

And anon after the Emperoz was gort 
bis Bꝛether becams ſa pꝛoud, that he oppeti 
ſed peoz men, and robbed rich men: and he 
did worte then this, fo? be daily ſtirred the 
En!Pacls to gommit fin with bim: But t n 
ever anfwered again as an holy a; d;deveut 
weman, and ſaid: J will (quoth f bed 2K 

can en 
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anſent to you noꝛ to any other as long as 
npLozd liveth, nebertheleſa;this 'Knight 
ld uot leabe with this anſwer; but eber 
phen be found her lone be made his com⸗ 
aint to ber, and ſtirred her by all the ways 
tjathe could to ſin with him. 

Men this Lade ſaw that he would not 
tale foꝛ any anfwer, noꝛ world not amend 
jimcelf : ohen fre ſaw her time, ſhe cal. 
* ber thzee ae ft ur of the: weꝛthieſt men 

the Empire, and ſaid to ibem thus: It 
net unk nobon to pou, that my Loꝛd tbo 
twperoz oꝛdained me pꝛincipal Gobernoꝛ 
fthis Empire, and alſo be vedained his 
Rether to be Steward under me, and that 
it $guld do nothing witbeut my ceunſel, 
ut be deth all-the.contrary: fog he oppeeſſeth. 

eatly por men, andlikewiſe rotberþ tbe 

311 5 and pet he would do moze then 

if he might: habe bis intent, where: 

J command ou in mp Lords name, that 

jy viude bim aa „ and raft bim inte 
n. 

ben ſaid thep ; 'ſoothly be bath done 
kane evil deedsfince: aur Lozd tbe Empe⸗ 
wh went, theretoze we be ready to obey 
mir commandements, but in this matter 

| mult anſwer oy us to the Lozd our Em⸗ 
kroz, 

Then laid ſþe 3 Tzead pe not, if my Lozd 

| knew 
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knew dvbat+hbe/bad done 8 well 48 1 5 
would put him to rhe fouleſt deaththat 75 
be thought: Ammediately theſe men fal 
hands on him, and dound him faſt with iran 
chains, and put him in pꝛiſon, whereas hy 
lap long time after, tiſi at the laſt it foztu- 
ned, there came tidinge that the Eniperey, 
was tsming home, and had obtained greq* 
renown and ' bictdzy; When his Weother 
heard of his coming, be ſaid, would to GU 
my Wꝛother might not finde me in pꝛilon: 
; — if be doz he will inquire the cauſe of m 
impꝛiſonment vt the Empꝛeto, and ſhe wi 
rell him all the truth, how J moved her to 
commit n, and'fo foz her I fſþafl habe n 
fabour of my Bother, but loſe my life: this 
znow J well, therefore it ſpall not be (6; 
Then tent be ameſſenger unto the Empeens 
praying her that ſhe would bbuchſafe to come 
718 the Pꝛitem dooz, that he might ſpeak a 
woꝛd oz two with her. 

The mpeſs tame to bim, and enquired 
of bim what he would habe, He anſwered 
and laid: O Lad, habs mercy upon me, 
fozif the Emperour mp Bother finde me 
in peiſon, then Fell I dietvithout any te⸗ 
medy. 

Then ſaid fl: : Empreſs: if I might know 

that thou wouldeſt be a good man. and leabe 

thy ſolly, th:u ſhouldeſt finde grace. * 
| | 
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did he pzomiſe ber aſſurediþ to be frue, and to 
merd all his-Treſpaſs. When be bad thus 
pzomiſed, the Empꝛets delibeted him anon, 
ind made dim ta be bathed and ſhaben, and 
ipparalled dim wozthily accozding to his 
late, and then'Þefaid unto him thus, Hold 
good Brother take thy Sickde nd come with 
me, that tos may meet my Lozd. He an⸗ 
ſwered andfatd: Lady, J am ready to fylfil 
your till and cortimandment in all things; 
and then the Empzeſs took him with her, 
and many other Knrghto, and to rode foeth 
to meer the Emperour: and as they rode 
together by the way, they ſav a great Part 
win befoꝛe them, wberefo2e ebery man with 
lach Pounds as they had, chaſed him on 
Aeback, ſo that with ths Empreſs was 

left no ctcatute ſabe only the Emperoꝛs beo⸗ 
ther, who ſeeing that no man tag there 
but they tio; thus be ſaid unto the Empzeſs; 
Loe Lady hore is beſide a pzibate Forreſt, 
and long it is ago that J fpake to thee of 
love, come now and content unto nie that X 
may lie with thee. 335 TISQ11 55 
Then ſaid the Empzeſs': 'Ad fool, tobt 
may this be? Peſterday J delivered thee-ouf 
of pziſen upon thy pzomife in hope of amend⸗ 
ment, and now thau art returned te thy fofty 
again, wherefoze J fay now unto thee às 'X 
habe ſaid befoze, there ſþall- no man _— 
a thing 
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thing with me, ſave oncly my KLozd the 
Emperour , which; ought: of -bery duty fo2 
to do. Then ſaid. be, ik tbon wilt not 
conſent to me, à ſpaſl bang the bere upon a 
trie in this Fozreſt, where no nan ſhell find 
thee , and to halt chou dve an ebill death. 
Abe Emgyeſs anctwered nete, and! (aid, 
Tbaug thou tmite eff my bead „ £2 put 
me to desth with all manner af tozments, 
enen habe my conſent to. ſuch a 
nN. 


When] be heard this be uncleatbed ber all 


tabe ber Smock, and bonyed ber up by rhe 
bair upon a tre, und tyed ber Steed Feloe 
ber, and do rode to bis fellows, and tel 
them that a great Byſt or men mos him, and 
tobh the Empzeſs away from bim, and 
when. be ld them this they made all 
great tozroh 79% 

At beſel on ther ird day after; there came 
an Earl to bunt in that Fezreft; end as bt 
rode beating the buſes; he unkenels a Fer, 
whom, his Houndg tellewed fett till ther 
came near thetree where the Gnzpzeſs bang: 
ed. And whenthe Dogs ſmelt the ſabeur of 
her, they left the Fox, andran towards the 
tree as faſt as the could. 

The Earl leeing.this, wondred greatly, and 
tpurring bis hoꝛſe, followed them till he came 
where the une hanged. When the Ear) 
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tato'her thus banging, be marteſfed greatly; 
foz as much as ꝓe was right fatr e beautiful 
to behold, wbrrefoze be'ſald unto ber in 
this manner wie, O Wieman who art then? 
Ind of whatCounrry? an: wherefoze bangen 


| thou here in this manner 


The Empzeſs ihat was not pet fully dead; 


bur at point readie te dig,anſwered andſatd, 


Jam quoth ſbe, a ſtrange woman, and am 
tame eut ofa far Countrey, but bow I came 
hither God 'knowerh, Then anſwered” the 
Earl and ſaid , whoſe ' hozle' is this that 
ſtandeth by thee beund ra this tree? Then 
anſwered the 
When the Eatl beerd this „ be tate well 
that ſbe was a Gentlewoman and come ef 
noble linage, wherefoze he was the rather 


moved with pity, and aid unto ber: O fair 


Ladp, thou ſeemeſt of gentle blos d, and there ⸗ 
foze J pur pete ta deliver tbee from this mit⸗ 
chief, it thou wilt pzomife to go with me, 
and nouri h mp ſair young Daughter, and 
teach her at home in my Cattle, fo I habe 


no child vut only ber, and if thou beep her 
well tbeu ſpalt babe a gtod reward foz thy 


labeur. Then ſaid ſhe: As fer fozth as J 
can c2 may, I (ball fulfill pour intent. And 


when ſhe had thus pꝛemiſed bim, be: took 


her down off the tree, and led her home to 
is Caſtle, and gabe ber the keeping or his, 
Daughter, 


ady 6 ſaid that it was bers. 


ADiavgters' that be Idbed: fo much, and he e! 
was cberiſbed o well, that ſbe lap eben 

might in the Eatls chamber, and his Daugb ! 
ter with her: ind in the chamber every night BY 
there burned a Lamp, which hanged between 
the Empzefſes bed and the Earls bed. This 
Lady behabed ber ſelf ſo gentip, that the was 
delobed of ebery creature. There bas at 


ebat time in the Earls bouſe a Steward Þ't 


which: much loved this Empzeſs, and often 
ſpake to ber of big liabe. But fbe anſwered 
him again, and ſaid: Know pe, dear friend, 
Foe a certaintp, that J will neber lobe any 
man in ſuch manner wile, but only him whom 
AI am greatly bounden to lobe by Gods Com- 
mandement, 

Eben ſaid the Steward: : Then thou wilt 
wot conſent unto me:? Sir, guoth þe, what 
ned you any moꝛe to ak ſuch things? The 
Mo that J have made, J will truly keep and 
hold by the grare of Ged. 

And wþben the Steward beard this, be 
went bis wap, in great wzath and anger, U{® 
thinking within þimſelf, if I map, I fþall 
berebengedon thee. 

It befell upon a night within ſþo:t time 
after, that the Earls chamber-dooz was fo?- 
gotten and left unſþut, which. the Steward 
bad anon nerceibed: And when they were 
all adeep, ke went and ſpyed by the _— 

f e 


Lamp where the Emp 


zes and thetoung 
osisen Jap together, and with that be deen 
u his knife, and cutting the thꝛaat of the 
tarls Daughter, and put the knife into the 
tmpeſſes hand, ſbe being aſlgp and nothing 
nowing thereof, to the intent that when the 
6arl awazed, be could think that ſþe bad cut 
isdaughters theoat,and fo Would ſhe be put 
Wa ameful death fz bis miſchiebous died. 
ind when tbe Pamſel was thus Cain, and 

he bloody knife in the Empꝛeſſes band, the: 
anteſs awabed aut of ber fleep, and ſaw 
the light of the Lamp the-bloody knife in 
Empꝛeſſes hand, wherefoze he was als. 

ut out or ber wit, and ſaid the Garl, O my 
lod, beþold in onder Ladies hand a won- 
The Earl avabed, and jooked toward the 
npzeſſes bed, and ſaw the bloody knife, as: 

he, Counteſs pad faid : wherefoze be was 
tatly mobed, and cryed to her and ſaid: 


, Wivake woman gut of thy lep, hat thing is 


= has * | > ww hdd W_W 


Ws that I ſee in thy band. Then the Em · 
kiſs thꝛougb bis ery awabed out of ber lien, 
l in her waking. the knite fe] out of her 
ind, and with thet (be laobed by her, and 
und the Earls Daughter dead dy ber fide, 
ind all the bed betminkled with blos d, obere ⸗ 
je with an higb voice ſhe cxyed and ſaid, 
as, alas, and wo is me, mp Lozds dausb⸗ 
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den cryedthe Counteſs unto the Earl; 
with a pittous boice, and ſaid : O my T 
tet tbis Debilich woman be put to the teuleh 
death that ean be thougbt, whtch thus ach 
lain our omy child. 
Then when the Counreſs had faid thuſf 
ts the Earl, be ſaid to the Empzeſs in t at 
toiſe;The high God knoweth that thou mil p 
chteoug woman baſt lain my Daughter 
with thine own bands, fo? Jſaw tbe blot 
unite in thy band, and therefoze t bon ſh # 
die a foul death.' Then ſatd the Ear ini he 
wiſe : O thou woman, were it not, I dead 
God greatip, I fbovuld cleabe thy body with 
mx ſwo2d in two parts, fo? J 2elibered yee * 
from banging; and now theu haſt fain my 7 
Daugbter 3 nebertbeleſs foz me theu walk 
babe no harm, therefoze go thy way out «| k 
tbis City, without any delay, foz if I ft 
thee here after this day, thou Sat dys a mei 
cruel deatb. Fe 
Then aroſe this weſul Gmpzeſs, and did 
on. ber claatbes, and after leapt on ber Pat 1. 
fra, and rode toward the Eaſt alone,withourſh, 
anp ſofe conduct, and as che rode thu 
meurning by the wap, ſþe etpied on the le 
foe of thy way a pair of Gallotos, at 1 
feben Offiesrs leading a man to be danged am! 
wherefoze ſbe was moved toith great pltty df 
and fmote het Pozfe with ber ſtick, end rel id] 
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kal ethem, pꝛaping them ſþe migbt rediem that 
10 iſdoer if he might be ſabed from. death by 
nee any means. 
aty Then ſatd they, Lady, it pleaſeth us well 
you redeem him. Anon the Empzeſs ac⸗ 
buff men tit them. And payed his ranſome, 
Nad be was delivered. 
vl ben ſajd$e to him: Now my god friend 
e true unto me till thou die, tb 3 þave deli- 
ted thee from death. 
n my foul (quoth he) I pzomiſe pou 
ecer to be true. And when be bad thus 
gd, be followed the Ladp Rill, til they 
; . e nigh a City, and then ſaid the Em⸗ 
3 to him: god friend, quoth ſpe, go 
wth thp way afoze me into the Citp, and 
Wt thou take up foz us an bonef lodging, 
; ip there J purpoſe to reft a while. Mer 
þ went fceth as ſle commanded, and 
rügen up ber a god lodging, and an honeſt, 
Were ſpe abode a long time. Uhen the 
Rogen of the City perceibed ber beautp, 
Aer wondzed greatly, wherefoze many of 
um crabed of ber unlawful love, but all 
es in vain, foz they might not ſped in a- 
nh wie. 
At foztuned after upon a dap, that there 
ne a ſhip full of Merchandiſe, and arri- 
ie in the Waben of that City. UWhen the 
idy heard this, ſpe ſaid unto her fervant 
. N . Eg 
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Go to the ſhip and ſir if there be any cloathſſy; 
to2 my uſe. Ich. 
Per ſervant went fozth to the Ship, when /i 
as he found many bery fine cloaths : where-K wi 
foze he pꝛaped the Maſter of the ſhip, that 
he would come into the City and ſpeak with 
his Lady. The Maſter granted him, and 
ſo the ſervant came home ta bis Lady bt 
foze, aud warned her of the coming of the 
Waſter of the Ship, Son after the Malter 
ef the Ship came andſaluted her courteoufly 
and the Lady receibed him accozding to hin 
degree, pzaying him that ſhe might habe foi 
ber monep ſuch cloatb as might be pꝛofitabl 
foz her wearing. Then he granted thay 
ſhe ſhould habe any thing that liked her, ani 
ſon they were agreed, wherefoze the ler 
bant went tmmedtately again with the Wah 
ſter of the ſhip foꝛ the claath. And when thee 
were both within on ſhipboard, the Waſte 
ſaid to the Ladies ſerbant : Wy dear friendz 
to thee J would open my mind, if J mighMi+: 
truſt to thee, and ik thou help me, thou ſhalWhe 
bave of me a great reward. - = 
Then anſwered he and ſaid:J ſpall (quei 
be (be ſwozn to thee to kep thy counſel ani 
fulfill tbine intent as far fozth as can. 
Then laid the aſter of the Ship, Alon 
thy Lady moze then J can tell thee, fol 1 
her beouty and feature is fo exon it 
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aan I would give foz the lobe of ber all 
the gold that J babe: and if J may ob- 
ere nin the lobe of her through thy help, J 
had” vill give thee whatſoever thou wilt defire of 
ith "Chen faidtbe Ladies ſerbant : tell me by 
andEhzat means J may beſt help tbr. Then 
e-Vid the aſter of the Ship, go bome to thy 
lad again, and tell her that J will not de- 
lei ter to thee the cloath except fþe come her 
er, and do thou but bing her ts mp Sbip, 
| md if the wind be god and fit, then X 
Wnrpoſe to lead her away. Thy counſel is 
md, quoth the Ladies ſerbant, there- 
ie give me fome reward. and I ſpall fulfil 

by deſtre. 
20 when he bad received bis reward 
went again to the Lady, and told her, 
What by ns means the Maſter of the Ship 
he 3 bim the Cloth, except ſbe came 

er CelF, 

| = Lady beliebed her ſerbant, and 
ent to the Sbip. Row toben ſhe was 
— the Sbip-boazd, her ſervant abode 

heut. 
When the Maſter law that che was wi thin 
ip, ond the wind was god; he derw up 

Sail and failed forth. - 

When tte Law's perceived this, thus the 
Wintorhs Paſter : O WPzlter (quoth the) 
22 wha 
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what reaſon is this that thou baft done to 
me: The Wafter anſwered und ſaid : Bah, 
dam, certainly it is ſe, that J muſt n&dg 
ie with the, and afterward eſpouſe the, OK, 
790d Sir quoth the Jhabe made a dow, that n. 
J {all never do ſuch a thing, but with him 
unto whom J am bound by right, and by the | 
Law, Sothiy,quoth he, if pou will not grant of 
me with your god will, J will caſt pou out, 
into the midſt of the Sea, and there ſhall ye 
die an evil death; ff it be ſo quoth ſbe, that 
J mult nerds conſent, oz eiſe die, firſt 
pzay the to pꝛepare a pibate place in the 
end ot the ſhip, whereas J map fulfill thing 
intent ere I die 3 and alto J pꝛap the, tha 
JI may ſay my pzayers unto the Fath 

of Peaben, that be map habe mercy a 
me. 

Lhe Pater beliebed ber,wherefoze he di " 
dedain her a Cabbin inthe end of the ſþi; 
Mherein ſhe kneeled down on both ber zn 
and made her papers, ſaying on this wiſe 
D theu my Loꝛd God thou haſt kept me fre! 
my ycuth in cleanneſs, kep me now tha 
I be not defloured, ſo that JI may eber ſert 
thee with a clean beart and mind, and 
not this wicked man -pzebarl with me, noꝛ: 
other the like wickedneſs .come-nigh mi 
When, be hab ended ber Nee | 
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10 denly a great tempeſt inthe Sea, ſo that 
ba: Ship all bzaft, and all that were therein 
ede nitzed ſabe the Lady, and ſhe caugbt a 
ble and ſabed her ſelf, and the Maſter 
(Sght a baord of the ſbip, and ſabed himſelte 
twiſe : nevertheleſs ſþe knew net of him 
be ok her, oz thep were dꝛiben to dibers 
its. The Lady landed in her own Empire 
arto a- rich City, wherein ſhe was bo⸗ 
 ©*Wirably received, and ſhe lived fo holy a life 
Wit God gabe ber grace and power fo þ:al 
| folk of all manner of diſeaſes, wherefoze 
Wire came much people to her, both crook- 
blind and lame, and eberp man thzough 
nace of God, and her good exdeabcur 
s healed, wherefoze her name was known 
gb dibers Regions, Nebertheleſs we 
Wis not known as the Empzeſs: At the 
re time the Empꝛozs brother (that had 
"W"ged her befoze by the hair) was ſmitten 

) a foil Lepzoffe, The Knight that ſlew 
Earls Daughter and put the blodp knife 
her hand, was blind, deaf, and had tbe 
Palſie. The Thief that betraped' her ro 
W'Vaſter ofthe chip was lame and full of. 
cramp-A'1 d the Paſter of the ſßip di⸗ 

”Wnught ofhis witx, 1 

When the Empero? heard that fo holy a 
man was in the City, be called bis bzo- 
fr, and ſaid to him thus: Go we, dear. 
N 3 bother 
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bꝛotber, unte this boly woman that is dive 
ling in this Citp, that ſhe may heal the of th 
Lepꝛoſie. WMould to God, O noble bꝛethe 
(quoth he) that I were healed. Anon the an 
pere with his bother went towards the C 
ty. Chen whenthe Citizens heard ol his tom 
ing, they receibed him honourably with py 
cetsion and aſl pzabifion fitting his eſtate 
And then the Emperoꝛ enquired of the Citi 
$ens, tf auy fuch holy woman were ame 
them that could heal fick folk of their dif 
eaſes. The Citizens anſwered, and laid 
that ſich an one there was. Not at th 
fame time was come to the ſame City th 
- Bnight which llew the Earls Daughter, an 
the thief which ſbe ſabed from the Gallows 
and the WPaſter of the ſhip, to be healed . 
their diſeaſes. 
{hen was the Empzeſs ealled foztb befoz 

the Emperoz, but ſhe muffled her face a 
well as ſhe could, that the Emperoz be 
Pusband ſtould not know ber, and whe 
che had lo done, ſhe ſaluted him with gre: 
reberence, as appertained to his ſtate 
and again be in like manner, ſaying this 


O god Lady, if thou liſt of thy kindneſs 1 


bealmy bzsther of bis Lep2ofie, ask of 5 
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what you will, and I Gal grant it the faq; 


thy reward. 
When the Empzeſs heard this, ſhe * 
6 
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about her, and ſaw there the Emperozs bꝛot 

Us ther a foul Leper, ſbe ſaw there alſo 5 Knigh* 
A that ſlew the Earls daughter blind and deaf, 
Y the Thief that ſhe ſabed from the Gelows 
en Lame, and alto the Paſter of the Ship di» 
traught cut of his wits, and all were come 

to her to be healed of their maladies, 6 knew 
her not, but though they knew her not, {þs 
inew them well. Then ſaid ſþe nnto the 
emperoꝛ thus: Mp reberend Lozd, though 
nu would gibe me all pour Empire J cannot 
© jeal pour bzother, noz none of theſe other 
neept they acknowledge openip what great 

' (bil thep habe done. 

- When the Emperoꝛ heard this, he turned 
him towards bis bzother, and ſaid unto him: 
Bꝛother, acknowledge openlp thy fin be- 
foze all thoſe men, that thou mapeſt be beal- 

id of thy fickneſs.Then anon he began ts 
bew he had led his life, bur he rold not 

db be bad hanged the Empzeſs in the Foz- 

— by the hair of the head moſt deſpight- 

P, 

. When he had acknowledged all that 
„im liſt, the Empzeſs replied, and ſaid: 
0 >othly my Lozd, J would gladly lay unto 

him my medicine, but J wot right well it 
is in bain, foz be bath not made a full con- 
The Emperoz hearing this, he turned 
N 4 toward 
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init bis bzother, and ſaid in this wite 
what evil,ſozrow oz other imbappy wꝛetched⸗ 
neſs is inthe, ſet thou not how thay thou 
art a foul Leper ? tberefoze acknowledge thy 
fin truly, that thou mapſt be whole, ez elfe at 
aboid my company foꝛ ebermoze. 

Ah my Loꝛd quoth he, J map not tell my 
life openly, except J be ſure of thy grace. 
What baſt thou treſpafſed againſt me ſaid the 
Emperoz ? Then anſwered: his B:other and 
laid: Pine offence againſt rh& is griebous, 
and tberefeze J ask ther beartily foꝛgibeneſs. 
The Emperoꝛ thought not on the Empꝛels, 
fo? as much as be fuppoſed (he bad been dead 
many pears befoze, therefoze he commanded 
bis bzother to teli fozth wherein he had offen⸗ 
ded him, and he ſhould be foꝛgiben. 1 

When the Empeꝛoꝛ had thus fozgiben his 
bzother , he began to tell openly how he had 
deſired the Empzeſs to commit Adultcry 
with him, and becauſe ſhe denied, he had 
hanged her by the hair in the Fozreſt on ſuch 
a dap. 

When the Emperoꝛ heard this, he was al- 
moſt befide himſelf, and in his rage he ſaid 
thus : D thou weetched creature the benge- 
ance of God is fallen upon the, and were it 
net that Fþabe pardoned thee, thou ſbeud⸗ 
eſt dye the moſt ſhameful death that could be 
thought, | 
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Then ſaid the Rnight that eto the Earls 
Daughter, J wot nor quoth be, what Lade 
you mean, but J wot that my Lozd found on 
atime ſuch a Lady hanging in the Fozreſt, 


and brought ber home to his Caſtle , and be 


tok her and gabe her his Daugbter to keep, 
and I pzoboked her as much as J could. to fin 
with me, but ſhe would in no wiſe conſent to 
me, wherefoze I ew the Earls daughter that 
lay with ber, and when J bad ſo done, J put 
the bloody Knife in the Ladies hand, that the 
Eerl ſhauld think the had lain his Taugh- 
ter with ber oton band, and then wos ſhe 
triled thence, but where ſbe became J wot 
not. e 

Then ſardthe Thief: J wot not of what 
Lady pe mean, but well J wor, that ſeben 
Officers were leading me to the Gallo, 
and ſucha Lady came riding by and boughr 
me of them, and then went I with ber, and 
afterwards J betrayed her unto the Pefter of 
the Ship. 

Such a Lady quoth the Maſter of the ſhip 
recetibed J, and when we were in the middeſt 
ofthe Sea, J would habe lain with her, but 
ſhe kneeled doten to her pꝛapers, and anon 
there aroſe ſuch a tempeſt, that the Ship all 
to bzaſt, and all therein was dzowned ſave 
Fe and J, but afterward what befel of ber 1 


wat not. 
Tben 
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Thencryed the Empzeſs with a loud boice 


and {sid, Swtbly dear friends, ye d> now 


truly canfeſs and declare the truth, where⸗ 


foze I will now apply mp medicine, and anen 


they receibed their bealths. | 

When the Lady the Empzeſs had thus 
done, ſþe uncovered her face to the Empe- 
ro2, and be fozthwith znew her, and ran to 
ber and embzaced ber in bis arms, and zit⸗ 
Ced her oftentimes, and foz joy he wept bit⸗ 
terly, ſaping: Bleſſed be God, now J have 
found that J deſtred. And when he had thus 
ſaid he led her home to the Palace with great 
jop, and after when it pleaſed Almighty 


God, they ended both their lives in peace 


and reſt. 
The Moral. 


Dear friends, this Emperoꝛ betokeneth 
our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt. This Empzeſs bets⸗ 
kenetha holy ſoul: this Emperozs bꝛother be- 
tokeneth the fleſh, to whom our Lozd bath 


given charge of the Empire,but moſt pꝛinci⸗ 


pally to the Soul; Nevertheleſs the wꝛetched 


fleſþ oft pzobokethþ the ſoul to fin, but the 


Soul that loberþ God abobe all things with- 
ſtandeth that temptation, calleth to her 
gboſtly power, that is Keaton, Mill, Un- 


them 


derſtanding, and Conſcience, and maketb I 
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them to impꝛiſon the fleſb, that is difabedt- 
ent to the Soul, in tbe pꝛiſon of true repen- 
tance, untothe time it obep reaſon. in all 


And thus in hope of merep be ſinneth again: 
to whom the holp Wiziter ſaith, Curſed be 
the man that ſinneth in hope. And at the 
laſt the Soul inclineth to the fleſh, and letteth 
bim out of the pzifon of repentance, and wa⸗ 
ſbeth him (rom the filth of ſin, and arapeth 
him with god bertues, and maketh him leap 
on the Palfrap of charitable humility, and ſa 
rideth fozth to meet our Loꝛd with the ſacrt- 
fice of thankſgiving. But alaſs, oft the ſtn⸗ 
ner treſpaſſeth againſt holy Scripture, where⸗ 
foze the heart, that is, the luſt ot the fieſþ a- 
riſeth befoze him, and after runneto great 
bounds, that is, ebil thoughts, and ſo lang 
they chaſe,till the body and the ſoul be left 
alone, and then the fleſh ſtirreth that pure 
ſoul, being the Spouſe to Almighty God ; 
brit the pure and undefiled Soul that iz ſo 
well belobed with God, will not fozſake our 
Lozd, and conſent to fin; wherefoze the 
etched fleſb full oft detpoileth ber of her 
cloathing, that is of her vertues, and - 
eth her up by the hair on an Oak, that is 
on luſte, and delights, and there ſhe hang⸗ 


. eth till the god Earl cometh, that is a dif- 


creet Pꝛeacher in the Fozreſt of this wozld, 
ng 
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to pzeach and teach the Moꝛd of God : then 
he taketh her down, and leadeth ber foꝛth to 
the Church, to nouriſh bis Daughter, that 
is nouriſh conſctence with fruitful Faith. 


The Earl had in his Chamber a Lamp: 


right ſo every diſcreet Preacher ſpould habe 


befoze him the Lamp of haly Seripture, wbere 


by he map ſ& both the griebance and pꝛofft ef 


the Soul in learning vertues, and putting 


away of vice. The Steward that ſtirreth 


her to fin, is nought elſe but the pꝛide of lite, 


which is Steward of this world z by whom 


many men gare decerhed. But when tbe 


Soul that is ſo well belobed with Chziſt, 


will not content unto the fin of pride. then 
taketh this ebil Steward the knife of cove- 
tile, wherewith he fte peth the Earls Daugh⸗ 
ter, that is, Conference, accozding to the 
Scripture; caping: Gold and filyer- hath 
blinded the eyes of Judges, and hath over- 
thrown wiſe men, ſo that equity and righte- 


ouſneſs might not enter, but ſtood a far, and 


turned their backs. This Lady alſo redem- 
eda man from dearb, that is from everlaſting 
death which he bath delerbed by deadly linz 
Therefoꝛe do we as this Lady, ſmite we our 
hozſe that is our fleſh, with the ſpurs of re- 
pentance, andſo ride we fozth in all haſt to 
ſabe our neighbour from theſfnk of deadly ſin 
to help him both bodilp and ghoſtly, as Solo- 
mon faith. Woe 
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Woe to that man that lyeth in deadly ſin, 
that hath no man to lift him out thereof. 
Tberefaze awake thy neighbour and belp. 
For a brother that is holpen of another, is 
like a ſure City, and if he give but a cup of 
cold water in the way of help, he ſhall nor 
loſe his reward. 

But many now a dayes be very unkind as 
was the Thier which deceived the Laoy, a6 
ter that ſhe had ſabed him from hanging. 

The Waſter of the ſhip betokeneth the 
Wozld, by whom many men be decefbed. 
Bur nebertheleſs, as oft ag a man taketh 
on him boluntarily the Commandements 
of God, and fozfaketh the wozld, then 


| hyeaketh be the ſhip. Foz it is tmpoſgible 


to pleaſe God and man, and the wozld, all at 
one time, 

When this Lady had eſcaped the tem- 
peſt of the Sea, She went to a Citp, that is, 
the @oulafter the Troubles of this wozld, 
went to the boly lift, and there ſhe healed all 
manner of fick folk, that ts every man that 
is troubled in his foul, that is infected with 
divers fickneſſes, thoſe that his Lady healed 


thzough ho ly life, But they coyld not be heal⸗ 


ed till they bad firſt confeſed their fins to the 
Empzeſs, the Church of God, and then ſbe 
dealeth them by repentance and amendment 
of 
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of life: pet all this wohtle was the Empzeſs 
unknown to her Husband, that fs, the 
Church wandꝛeth in wilderneſs ofthis wick» 
ed Woꝛld, until God by miraculous means 
made ber known unto him, and fo led her 
bo me by bictozp and triumph in the truth; 
unto the beabenly habitation of ererna! ref 
and glozp : Unts the which Almfghty God 
being us all foz bis Sons ſake. Amen. 


The Argumens. 


Every ſupream Magiſtrate and other inferi - 
or, to be honoured and rev erenced. Every 

true Chriſtian oughe to conſider his duty 
herein, and every falſe Chriſtian pervert- 
ing the wayes of the godly : reward of 
ſuchis la id up in Hell, but the juſt ſhall in- 
herit the bleſſed life everlaſting. 


The 39, Hiflory- 


14 Rome ſometime dwelt a mighty Em- 
I pero named Martin, fobich foz entire al- 
fectron kept with him his bzothers ſon, tohom 
men called Fulgentius. With this Martin 
dwelt alſo a Knight that was Steward ofthe 
Empire, and Unckle unto the Empero?» 
which enbied this Fulgentius, ſtudying da? 
and nigbt bow be might being rhe Empero; 
and this youth at debate. Utherefoze the 
Steward on a dap went tothe Ez1pero? = 
aid 
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ſaid my Lozd, quoth be, I that am pour true 
ſervant am bound in duty to warn ponr 
bigbneſs, if I bear any thing that roucheth 
wur Monour, wherefoze I babe ſuch things 
that J muſt needs utter it in ſecret to your 
Pajefty- between us two: then ſaid. the 
Empero2 , god friend, ſoy on bobat thee 
liſt. 

Py molt dear Loꝛd (quoth the Steward) 
fulgentius pour Couftn, and pour nigh kinf- 
man, hath defamed you wonderfully and 
ri- E $ameſully thougbout all pour Empire, ſay 
ry Wing Þ your bzeatb ſtinketh,q that it rs death 
ty I to bim to ſerbe your Cup. Then the Em- 
1% 
of 
N- 


jero2 was griebouſiy diſpleaſed, and almoſt 
t:fide himtelf foz anger, and fatd unto him 
thus: I pzay the god friend tell me the be- 
rp truth, if that my bꝛeath 'Cinketh as be 


ſaith. Bp Lozd(quoth the Steward) pe may 


belee be me, J neber perceived a ſweter bzeath 
in my dapes than pours is. Then ta id tbe 
Emperoe, J hap the god friend, teſt 
Ew J may being this thing to god 
of. 
The Steward anſwered and taid: Py 
Loed(quoth he) pe ſhall right well underſtand 
truth foꝛ to moꝛrow nextwhen he ſerveth you 
of pour Cup, pe ſpall ſie that he will turn away 
bis face from pou, becauſe of pour bzeatb, 
and this is the moſt certain pꝛof that 9 
e 
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bs had of this thing. Werily, quoth the 
Emperoꝛ, a truer pzwof cannot be had of this 
thing. Therefoze anon when the Steward 
beard this, he went ſtraight to Fulgentius, 
and took him afide, ſaying thus: Dear friend, 
thon art near Kinſman, and alſo Pephew 
unte my Lozdthe Emperoꝛ therefoze if thou 
wilt be thankfulunto me, J will tell the of 
a fault whereof my Lozd the Emperoꝛ com- 
plaineth aft, and thinks to put ther from 
bim (except it be the ſooner amended) and 
that will be a great repzofto thee. Then ſaid 
this Fulgentius, Ah god Sir, faz bis lobe 
that died upon the Croſs, tell me thy m 
Lozd is ſs ſoze mobed with me, foꝛ I am rec 
dp to amend mp fault in all that J can oz 
map, and fog to be ruled by pour difcreet 
counſel, 11 © 
Thy bzeath 'quoth tbe Steward) ſtinketh 


griebous unto him is the. ſtinching beeath cf 
thy mouth. Then ſaid Fulgenrius unto the 


fo Coze that bis dzink doth in no god, ſo 1 


„ n ern 


Steward: Truly, that perceived J never 
till now, but what think pe of my bzeath, I i 


pꝛap you tell me the bery truth ?Truly(quoth 


the Steward)it ſtinketh greatly and foul:And I: 


this Fulgentius beliebed all that he had ſaid, 


and was right ſozrowful in his mind,s p2a?- -n 


ed the Steward of his counſel and help in this 


woſul caſe. Then ſaidth2 Steward unto _ 
i 
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if that thou wilt do my counſel, J ſpall bzing * 
e this matter to a god concluſisn.wherefoze do 
16 J ſpall tell thee. 
IJ counſel the foe the beſt, and alſo warn 
the, that when thouſerbeft my Loꝛd the Gm- 
getoz of bis Cup, that thou turn thy face 
way from bim, fo that he map nor ſmel thy 
tinking breath, until the time that thu halt 
robided the of ſome remedp thergfoze. - 
ben was Fulgentius right glad, gſware 
obim that be would do by his counſel. 
Not long aſrer it befel, that this young 
nan Fulgentins ſerbed his Lozd as be was 
dont to do, and therewith ſuddenly he turned 
is face from the Loꝛd the Emperoz, as the 
dteward had taught him. | 
And when the Emperoꝛ perceived the a- 
hiding his head, he tmote this poung Ful- 
entius en the bzeaft with bis foot, and ſaid 
him thug : © thou lewd Uarler, now I 
ie well it is trus that J babe heard of the, 
ind therefoze go thou anon out of my fight, 
that J map ſe thee no moze in this place. 
Ind with that this young Fulgentius wept 
n Toze, and avotded the place, and went 
ut of his fight. | 
And when this was done, the Emperop- 
med unfo him bis Steward, and ſaid: Pow 
Ny rid this Uarlet from the 2to2!d, that 
as bath defamed me? Py moſt deer Lov, 
* | © aus 
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woth the Steward, right well you all have 
psur intent. 

Foz here beſide, within this th2ee miles 
Pe habe bꝛick makers, which daylp make great 
fire? foz to burn bꝛick, and alſo they matze 
Lime, theretoze Mp Lord ſend to them this 
night, charge them upon pain of death, that 
wheſceber cometh to them firſt in the mogn- 
ing, ſzying'ta them thug; Mp Lo2d come 
mandeth them to fulfil his will: that they 
take him and ct bim into the Furnace, | 
and burn him: and this night command pon 
this Fulgentius, that be go earlp in the moꝛn⸗ 
ing to pour toczbmen: andthat he ask them, If ! 
whether they babe lulfilled peur will which 
thep were commanded, o2 not, and the 
{hall they, acceꝛding to pour Commandment 
| caſt tim into the fire, and thus ſþall he die 
an ebil death. 
| Surelp quoth the Emperoꝛ, thy counſelis 
| goch, therefoze call to me that Merlet Ful- 

gentius. And when the young man was rome 
| to the Emperozs preſence, be laid to him 
| thus: X charge thee upon pain of death, that 
thou riſe early in the mogntiig,and go to the 
burners of Lime and Weick, and that thou 
be with them early befoze the Sun riſe, tiert 
miles frum this houſe,and charg them in my 
behalf that they fulfil my commandement, 


02 Fiſe they ſpell die a moſt 3 
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Then ſpake this Fulgentius: By Eozd 
if God lend me my life J ſhall fufil your wilt 
at were it that J go to the wozſds end. 

ke When Fulgentius had this charge, be could 
4 oor flcep foꝛ tbeugbt, that he muſtriſe carly to 
at fulfil his Lozds commandement. The Em- 
„ prroe about midnight ſent a Meſſenger on 
oefeback unto bis WB:ick-makers, com- 
manding that upon pain of death, that whe- 
„ ſcever came to them firſt in the moꝛning, ſay⸗ 
ing unto them ſas is befoze rebearſed,) they 
pould take him and bind him, and caſt him 
n, into the fire,and burn him to the tare bones. 
TLbe Bick ⸗mazers anſwered, and ſaid it 
Sould be done. Tben the meſſenger returned 
home again, and told the Emperoz that his 
28 ſpould be diligently ful- 

led. 

Early in tbe moꝛning ſolloboing, Fulgentius 
aroſe and pꝛepared bim toward his wap, and 
1s he went he heard a Bell ring to Service, 
bherefoze be went to bear ſerbice, and after 
the end of Service, be fell aflep, and there 
lept a long while, @ ſoundly that the Pꝛieit 
noꝛ none other might awake bim. 

The Steward defiring inwardly to bear of 
his death, about two of the clock be went un · 
to the wozkmen, and ſatd unto them thus: 
Airs (quoth be) babe pe done the Emperozs 
toͤmmandement oz no ? 
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The Bꝛick⸗ makers anſwered. him and 
ſaid :. No truly; we bave not pet done his 
commandement, but it ſhall be done, 6 with 
that they laid bands on him, Then cryed 
the Sicwvard and ſaid: Cd ſirs ſabe my lite, 
fo? the Emperce commanded that Fulgentius 
ould be put to death. Then ſaid they, the 
Meilenger told us not ſo,biit he bad us that 
whoſoever came firſt in the moꝛning, ſaping, 
as cu habe (ard, that we ſhould take him, 
and caſt him into the Furnace, and burn 
him ta aſhes : and ith that they thzew him 
into tbe fire. 
And thenhe-was burnt, Fulgentius cams 
to them, and laid: Groed Sirs, habe pou 
done my Loos Commandement, pea, ſcthlp 
ſaid they, and rierefeze go pe again to the 
Emperez, and tell him ſo. Then laid Ful- 
gentius, Foz Chꝛiſts lobe tell me that 
Cormandement, 
dle had in commandment ſaid they, upon 
pain ol death, that whoſoever came to us firſt 
in ihe mezuing and (aid like as thou baft 
Laid, hat we ſtould take him and caſt him 
into the Furnace : But befoze ther came 
the Steward, and rierefoze habe we fulfilled 
on bim the Euip4 ros commandement, new 
be is burnt to the bare bones. 
ä Maven Falg; us Feard this, be thanked 
S: d.iyct i $02 l. perlerbed him from death 
a 5 thereloze 
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therefoꝛe he rok his le abe of the work men, 
and went again te the Pelace- 

When the Emperoꝛ ſew him, be was al. 
moſt diſtract ot his wits for anger, and tiug 
he laid. ha ſt thou been with the Bꝛic k⸗ makers 
and lulfilled my 'rommandement ? Scth ly 
my aracteus Lozd J babe ben there, but 
tre I came there, your commandement {toes 
fuffifled, Bow may that be true qucth the 
emper oz ? 

- Fezſooth' fafd Fulgentius, the Sftctoerd 
tame to them afoze me. and ſaid that I feud 
habe Cato, fo they tek him and 'thzew him 
into the Furngce, and if J hed come anp 
rather, to we uld they habe done to me, and 
therefoze J thank Cod that he hath pꝛelerb⸗ 
td me from death. 

Then laid the Emperoz, tell me the truth 
of ſuch queſtions ag J ſhall demand ef rhe, 
Then ſaid Fulgentius fo the Emperoꝛ: pou 
fever found me in any lalſyhd, and there foze 
Igreatly wonder why ye habe oꝛde ineo ſuch 
death fez me? fo2 well pe know, that J 
am pour own brothers Sen. Then ſaid the 
Emperoz to Fulgentius: It is no wonder, 
fo? P death J oꝛde inen fo? thee tbꝛough coun⸗ 
ſel cf the Steward, becauſe thou didſt defame 
ne thzoughout all my Empire, ſaying, that 
ty bzeath did ſtink ſo grieboullp, that it was 
oath to thee, and in token thereof, thou 
D 3 turn'dit 
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turnd'ft away thy face when thou ter be dit me 


of my Cup, and that I ſaw with mine eyes; 

and ſoꝛ this cauſe J oꝛdained ioꝛ thee ſuch a 
death,and yer thou ſhalt die, excepr I hear 
a better excuſe. | 

Then anſweredFulgentius, and ſaid ; ah 
dear Loꝛd, if it might pleaſe your Pighneig 
foz to hear me, I ſpafl ew ygu à ſubtil and 
deceittul imagination. Sap on .quoth the 
Emperos. 

The Steward (quoth Fulgentius) that is | 
now dead came to me and ſatd,thar pe told 
unto him that my bzeath did ftinck3 o there⸗ 
upor; te counſelted me, that when I ſerbed 
you cf pur Cup, J ſhould turn away my face 
3 take God to witnefs I [te nor. 

When the Emperoz heard this he believed 
him, and ſfatd, © mp Nephew, now I ſe, 
though tbe right wiſe judgment of Cad, the 
Steward is burnt, and his own wickedneſs 
and envie is fallen on himſelf, ſoz he ozda in- 
ed this malice againſt the, and therefoze 
thou art much bound to Almrghty God that 
bath pꝛelerbed thee ſrom death. 
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Dear Friends, this Emperoz betekeneth 
ebery fupzeam Magiſtrate, 6 Fulgentius hig 
Nep? ew betokeneth eberytrueCkziſtian my ; 

wohic 
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which ſweuld truly ſerbe them with Caithtul 
opalty, like as Fulgentius ſetbed the Em- 
at his cup wheretoze he ſþall be greatly 
ved'of God. This Steward detokeneth e- 
terp falte Chiſtian man, as Cain, which oft- 
times turned the heart of right wiſe men 
for God, ſaping that his bꝛeath ſtinketb 
fat io, that the liſe of this Magiſtrate is not 
icreptable to God oꝛ man, which is agaitft 
te Scripture, Which ſairh, Judge not and 
ſ1cfhall-nor be Judged. But oftentimes ſuch 
malicious people accuſe righteoug men, 
wherefoze they ſhall be caſt into the eberlaſt⸗ 
ing fire of hell, where is wailing and weeping. 
id miſery without end. But the righteous 
hall atcend to eberlaſting life. Unto the 
bhich bꝛing us our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt. Amen 
s The Argument 
Tyrants and ungodly perſons walk with- 
out oo e of the truth, till they 


0 come to the Church of God, the wicked 
wat perſecute the godly, but as they are pre- 
ſerved by the mighty providence of God, 
ſo they ought not to ſleep in fin. A figura- 
tive ſpeech ofthree feveral meanings, viz, 
| Take Yeild, and Flee: the ſignification 

eth therefore. 


— The 42. Hiſtory. 
ji Here dwe t ſon. etime in Rome a mighty 
J Emperoꝛ named Delphinus which had 
O 4 no 
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no childꝛen ſabe only a daughter, which ws; 

a fair creature, and well beloved of ber Fa 
A2 s this Emperoꝛ rode on a dap on hunting 
in tbe Fozreſt, ſuddenly be rode out of hit 
way,and loft his men, wherefoze he was 
greatly diſcomfozted,foz be wiſt not whethe 
be rode, noz in what place he was: till at the 
laſt when he had thus ridden an the day a 
lone, in the ebening be ſal a houſe, an! 
thither be rode a great pace, and knecked a 
the gate immediately the good man of the 

bouſe heard him, and asked the cauſe of hit 

knocking. and what be would habe? Dear 
friend quoth the Emperoz, lee it is night,as 
Fe map ſe } therefoze J dellre cf pon a Jody 
ing toz the lobe al God. 

Wben be bad thus ſaid, the god man of 
the houſe, unawares that he wos the Em 
peroz, antwered 6 ſaid : God friend) guoth 
he) Jam the Emperozs Fceſter, and habe 
plenty 6f,Ueniſon, and other victual fez pon; 
When the Emperoꝛ heard this, be was right 
glad in his mind, nebertheleſs he told hi 
not that he was the Emperoz. Then the Fo 
ſtcr opend the gate, and received him et 
be could, and fet him ro ſupper, and ſ:rbet 
him wozthily, And when he had ſypped the 
Feſter brought him to his Chamber, and 


when time was he went ts bed. 6 
| All 


L 
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F hit 
1 
ethe 
IL. 
IX 


Geſta Rockbadfem. 


In the ſame nigbt it befel,that the Falters 
Mike did trabel of a child in another cham⸗ 


ber hard by, and was delivered the ſame 


night ef a geodly en. And as the Emperoz 


lay in bis bed leeping, him ſeemed he heard 
d boice ſaping to him thzice theſe words, 


Jake, t ake, take. And with that he awake, 


and maͤrbelled greatly what it might be, ſay⸗ 


ing to biniſelt rtus : A boice biddeth me 
Take, take, rake,UUbat ſball I take? And im- 
mediately be fell a lep gain. 

And ſecond time be heard a botce ſaying 
unto him theſe wozds, Yeild, yeild, yeild. 


And with that he awakned again, and won- 


dzed greatly, ſaping unto himtelf: Mhat 
may this fignifte ? Firſt Jbeard a boice that 
ſaid, Take, take, rs ke, and nothing J rc 


ceived : and right now JI heard another botce 
that ſaid, Yeild, yeild, yeild. Mhat fþeuld 
I yetld. 


And as he lay this thinking with himſelf, 
be tell a ep again. And then be heard the 
third voice, ſaping theſe wozds thꝛice: Flee, 
flee, flee, For this night is a child born, that 
after thy deceaſe ſhall be Emperor, When 
the Empercz heard this, be awakened and 
wondzed greatly what it might be. 

In the mozning lollowing, the Emperoz 
called to him the Foſter, aſaid: Dear iriend, 
J pep the tell me, it anp child be bozn here 
abeut 
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about this night.tv thy knowledge. Py wife 
quoth'the Fofter;this 4i7bt is deffbered of a 
Don; I pzap thee air Emperd?, ſpeto me 
thy Sen. When'the' Emperoz-had-ſen the 
Child, he ſato a mark in'the'rhilds' Wifage, 
whereby be migbt know him another time, 
vnd he ſaid ts the Fyſter thus: 

Dear friend, kneweſt thou who'J'am? nap 
klothly, quoth the Foſter,fe2 I neber ſaw vou 
befoze this time as far as J can remember, 
neberthelets it ſtemeth that ye be à Gentle⸗ 
man. Then anſwered the Emperoz and ſaid, 
Jamtbe Emperoꝛ Four Loꝛd, whom you habe 
tsdged this night: wherefoze J give ther 
bearty thanks. This hearing the Foſter, he 
fell dofon upon both his knees at his fret. and 
beſought him ef mercp, if that he had offended 
his Þiahnefs in any thing. Then anſwered 
the Emperoz, and ſad : Be thou nothing a⸗ 
fratd, foz J thank the heartily fo? thy good 
ebear,and thy Son that was'bozn to night, J 
Will habe to being up in my Cgurt,and ſhozt- 
Ip J will ſend fee bim. 

O my gracious Led quoth the Foſter, it 
is not that ſich a noble Emperoꝛ ſhonid nou⸗ 
riſt the child of his Subject and Serbant: 
nebertbele ls pour will be lulülled, and when 
pcur meiſengers ccme , J ſhall deliber them 
my Son. 

Then th? Emperoꝛ tock his —— 

ome 
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home to bis Palace, And ſhoztly after he wag. 
come home, he called unto him ſuch ſerbants 
as he trufted beſt, and ſaid to tbem thus: Go 
de unto my Foſter, with whom J was ladged 
ſuch a night in the Foꝛreſt, and receibe of 
him his Son, of which his Wife was delibe⸗ 
ted that nigbt, and upon pain of death Jcom⸗ 
mand peu that you ay bim by the way, and 
caſt bis flefþ ro the Dogs, but being with you 
the heart to me: and except ye fulfi] my com- 


I nandement, pe ſhall die rhe cruelleſt death 


that can be theught. Anon bis #@erbaiits 
bent tothe Fozreſf,andreceived the Foſters 
don, and bꝛougbt him with them, and when 
they were come near unto the Pallace, one of 
them laid how ſhall we do that we may fulfill 
dur Lozds commandement in flaying of this 
child? Some anſwered and laid, that the child 
$0uld be lain, and ſame would have his life 


| ſaved, e While they were thus ſtribing among 


themſelves.one of them, that was moſt mer- 
tiful ſa id unto the reſt ; O mp god lobing 
ſtiends, bear my counſel, Jbeſ#ch pou, and 
de fhall not repent pou thereof. If we murtherx 
this innocent child, we ſhall greatly offend 
Aln:1ghtp God; And behold hereby are young 
Pigs, kill we ene sf them, and then we may 
tatze with us bis heart, and pꝛeſent it unto the 
Empercz, ſa ping, þ it is the heart of Þ poung 
Child, Then ſaid they, thy counſel is god, 
but 
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but what ſhall we do with the Child : Goo 
friend (auth he) let us wrap him in tome 
clatks, and lay him in leme hollow rree, oz 
peradbenture God will heip him, and labe 
his life. | 
Mhen he had thus ſaid, they did after bis 
counſel in all things, and killen » Pig, and 
went their way, and e⸗tried home with 
them the Pigs heart ro the Emperoe, taping 
unto him thus: Lor, gractvs Lozd, oe habe 
deſtroyed the Child, as pe commande is, 
and with that they ſhewed him the Pigs 

beart. Ahe Emperoz ſuppoling: it had been the 
Child heart, tok it, and caſt it into the fire 
deſpighttfully, ſaping? Loe, there is the 
heart of him which ſh: uld- habe been Empe⸗ 
roz after -me3Lo, what it is to believe in 
dꝛeams, which be butifantafiess bain things. 
The ſame dap after the Child was put in⸗ 
to the hollow tre, there came an Earl to hunt 
in the Fozreſt, and as his Pounds chaſed 
an Hart they came to the Hollow tree where 
the Child lap, and when they ſmelt the labour 
of the Child, they would go no further, The 
Earl ſeeing ig, marvelled why bis Pounds 
abode there, and tmote his Pozſe wich his 
lpurs, he rade a great pace till he came in 
to them. And when he came unta the tree 
wherein the Child was laid, he looked in at 


a bole, and ſaw there the Child lying, and 
then 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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then he was right glad, and took the Child un 
in his arms kull lovingly, and bear it home 
Jo his Caſtle, ſaying unto the Counteſs his 
mites Lo mp dear wite, this dap by foztune 
Bj have found a very fair Child in a hoſlow 
r as J hunted in the Fozreft, whereof J 
m right glad: And becauſe thou neber pet 
unceivedſt the Child, therefoze J exhoꝛt ther 
hat thou wilt feign thy ſelf to trabail with 
child, and ſay that thou haft bozn this 
child, the Counteſs fulfilled gladly the Earls 
lefire, and ſaid, my moſt dear Lozd, psur 
the Nrifl in this thing Gall be done. 
fre Hat long alter this news went thzough- 
the Nut all the Cguntrep,tbat the Counteſs was 
pe. Nelibered of a fair Son, whereſozeebery man 
Abe C bild began to grow, and was well 
in. Yitloved of ebery man, and eſpecially of the 
int earl and the Counteſs, It befel when the 
ſe) Child was fitreen years of age, the Empero? 
ere nade a ſolemn (eaft unto all the Lozds of big 
gur empire, unto the which feaſt this Earl was 
he Recalled, who at the dap aſsigned came, and 
ds Uizougbt bis Son with him, which was at 
bis bat time a fair young Squire, and be carved 
in Net the board befoze the Earl. The Emperoz 
re Nftediaſtiy beheld him, and eſpied the token 
at Nin his fozebead, whicb he had ſeen in the Fo- 
nd ters beule, wherewith he was greatly moved 
| within 
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within bimtelk, and ſaid unto the Earl in this 
manner. Whoſe Son is this? Certes, fajd 
the Earl, he is my Son. Then laid the 
Emperoꝛ, By the Faith that thou owetk to 
me tell me the truth. 
The Earl ſ&ing that be might not excuſe 


himſelf, but that nerds he muſt tell him the 


truth, told hot be found him in a below 
Tre. This hearing the Emperez, he was 
diſtract of his wits foꝛ anger, and called te 
him his ſerbants, which he bad tent befoze 
to deſtrop the Child. And when they came 
befoze him, he made them to ſwear that 
they ſhoͤuld tell him the truth what tber had 
- done with the Child. 

Gzacious Lo2d ſaid they, we yeild us unto 
pour Gzarce and goodneſs, foe pitty ſo mobed 
us, that we might not deſtroy him but we 
put him in a hollow Tree;:what befel of bim 
afterward, certainly we knob» not, and in 
bis ſtead we killed a Pig, and bought the 
heart thereof unto pou. 

When the Emperoꝛ heard the truth of the 
matter heſaid unto the Earl: This young 
man quoth he) ſpall abide with me: The Earl 
immediately granted, though it was great!? 
againſt his will. 

Mhen the Feaſt was ended, ebery man 
took big leave ef the Emperoꝛ, and went 


whereas they liſt, And at that time it foztu- 
ned, 


ll 


2 = £2 as @s». = _. 


2 ar” Romandrum. 
ned, that the Empꝛets and ber Daugbter ſg+ 
journed in another Countrey far from thence 
bythe Commandment of the Emperoꝛ. 
Hot long after the Emperoꝛ taio unto this 
nung Squire, i beboberhther to ride unto: 
the Empzeſs my, Wife with my Letters. A 
am ready Ar Pg Commandement my Lozd, 
(aid he, to ik pour deſire. Ammediatele 
Gmpersz vote letters, the intent wbere- 
Fas thia, that the EmpzeGs {ould rake the 
us rer ot theſe Letters, and let him de dabon 
u the Pozſe ta il, aud after that ſpe ſpould let 
tim be hanged till he be dead e that an pain 
of death, Mhen ) Letters were all tealed, the 
Emperoz gabe them unto the peung Squire, 
tommanding him to lperd him on his journey. 
And ſtraight wap the poung Squire put them 
(loſe into a box and rode foeth en bis jour⸗ 
ned. Mpen he had ridden thzee oz four days 
mbis journep, in an ebening be came unto 
Caſtle where dwelt a Knight, and gently 
lefxed of him q nights lodging. 

The Knight bebolding rbs ſweet labour f 
be ycung Squire, made him god cheer, and 
iftexward bzoughs bim into hig Chamber, 
md when be was there, he went to bed, and 
immedietely felalep, ſoz be was full wearp 
(his journey, and . fozgot bis box with the 
letters lying openly in his Chamber, 

When the Anigbt ſav the box, he opened 
ir 
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it, and found the Letters ſealed with 5 Em⸗ 
perozs fign Manual, e was grgatly tempted ts 
open them, and at the laft he opened them 


neatly and then read how the Empꝛels upon 


pain of death ſhould put the bearer of them to 


death, and then be was right fozrowſul;and 


ſaid within himſelf : Alas (qnoth be) it ig 
great pitty to lay ſo fair and pꝛoper a man, 


and immediately after the Knight raced out 
that witing, 6 w2ote in the ſame place theſe 
woꝛds following: upon pain of death Jcom- 
mand thee, that thou take this young Squire 
bearer of thete Letters, and let bim be wed- 
ded withour any delay, unto mp Daughter 


and pours, with all Þonoiur and Solemnity 


that can be thought, and wben thep be mar- 
ried, that ye make as muebÞ account of bim 
as if be were pour own Mon, and that be ſup 


ply my rom till come unto peu my tell. 


When the Knight bad thus witten, 
be cloſed the Letters neatly, and put them 
into the box again. Early in the mozning' 
the young Squire aroſe, and baſtily made 
ready and to bis leabe oftbe Knight, and 
rode fozth on bis journep, and the third dz 
after he came unto the Empzeſs,and ſalured 
her dutifully in the Emperszs bebalf, and 
gabe her the Letrers. When the Empel 
bad read them, anon ſbe'ſent- fozth der 
W:\engers . thzough the Countrip, cem. 

manding 
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manding the States and Gentlemen ts 
tome unto her Daughters wedding on a day 
my affigned. 5 
on uhben the day was come, thither came ma⸗ 
np great Loꝛds and Ladies , and anon tbe 
young Squire etpouſed the Emperozs daugh- 
ter with great honour, aecoꝛd ing to the tenoz 
of the Letters; and was mnch honoured a- 
nong the people. et 
ele 3 Hot long after it befel, that the Emperoꝛ 
m. came into the ceuntry, 6 when the Empꝛets 
ire beard or bis coming, we tod with her ber Son 


ed- in Law with much other people, and went to 


ter welcome the Emperoz, Waben the Emperoz 
ite aw this young Squire leading the Lady bis 
ar- vife, be was greatlp moved within bimſelf 
ind laid, O thou curſed woman, decauſe tho 
u at not futfffled my commandement thou 
belt dye an evil Death. 

lo me dear Lozd (quoth ſbe) all that you 
tommanded me to do Jhave tulfiſled, Nap 
turted woman ſaid the Emperoz,it is not ſa, 
doe J weote to the that thou ſbould put him 
ts death, and pet be is alive, Py Lozd,quoth 
the Empzeſs, pou wꝛote to me that I ſpould 
ive him your Daughter to Wife, and that 
"pain of death, in witnefg whereof , toe 
e l * _ Letters ſealed with pour own Heal 
| nue * 


' Wihen the _— raw this he wondzed 


greatlp 
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greatly and ſaid, Js be then eſpouſed to my 
daugbter ? Peaſureip ſaid the Empzeſs,long 
ago withgreat ſolemnity, and as I perceive 
your daughter is with child. Then ſaid the 
Emperoz : O Lozd Jeſus, it is great folly to 
ſtribe againſt thine ozdinance, therefoze fith 
it is ſ0,thy will muſt needs be fulfilled, And 

with that he tk his Son in Law in his 
arms and kifſed him, which after his Death 
was Emperoz, and ended his lite in reſt and 


pea de. | 
The Moral- 


This Emperoę may betoken Herod, bobo 
would babe Cain the Child Jeſus, wherefoze 
he ſent Meſſengers to ſ&k him, according to 
the Scripture, ſhewing how he commanded 
tha Kings fo ſeek him, 6 bzing him riding 
again where he was. that he might come and 
woꝛſtip him alſo. The Foſter betokeneth Jo- 
ſeph our Ladies Pusband, which kept him : 
bur yen the ther Kings came they ſlew him i 
not, but wozſhipped him on their knees, and 
left bim in the bolloſo tree of his God⸗ head. 
The Earl that tgundthis Child, betokeneth 
the Moly Ghoſt-which warned Joſeph by the 
Angel in bis lp, that be ſpould take our 
Aady and her Hen and fle into Egypt. 

By the firft take map be underſted the 
great benefit that he gabe ther, bben he 176 
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thi a, ſoul mode to his own Fmilitude, By 
the ſecond take is underſtod, 5 Son of God, 
which was bozn of the Bleſſed Mirgin Ma- 
ry. By tbe third take is underſtod the ſame 
don of God which died upon the Crofs, 
wy the firft yeild is underft@d, that we 
ugbt to peild our ſoul unto Almighty God, 
n clean as he gabe us it after our regenera- 


Ion in Baptiſm. y the ſeeond yeild, that we 


tight to peild honeur, wozſhip and lobe unte 
{mighty God, and man. Bythythird yeild, 
that we ougbt to yeffd to God true confeſſion 
> of heart, and amendment 
life. | 

Thefirft flee betokeneth fin, which we ſhoutd 
li: the ſecond flee betokeneth 5 woꝛld, which 
ve ould flee, foꝛ the great temptations that 
ne therein. The third flee betokeneth ever- 
ting pain,$ which we ought to le thꝛough 
ith,by the which we may come to eberlaſt» · 
ng bliſs : unto the which bzing us ourLozd 
us, Amen. 

T he Argament- 

The ſoul of man being raviſhed by the Ty- 
'ranny of fin ſhe complaineth unto Chriſt, 

which beareth her. The Tyrant is over- 


come by Chrift, who eſpouſeth her unto 
bim, preparing a place of perpetual joy for 
her.Chriſt receivetb patient finners to his 


mercy by his death and paſſion. 
FORD P 2 The 
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122 dwelt ſometime in Rome a migh- 
ty EGmperoz, named Sontaſinus, which 
0:dained a Law, that wboſeeber Kabifhed a 
Utrgin ſpould die, and if ſþe were reſcyed, 
then be that reſcued ber fþguld. babe her to 
wife, if him lift ? and if be would not marry 
per, then ſpe ſpould be eſpouſed by bis ap» 
pointment. It befel on a day, that a Tyrant 
named Poncianus, led a UMirgin into a feꝛreſt 
and defloured her of her Maiden ⸗ head. And 
when he had ſo done, he would habe lain her, 
and as be was deſpoiling her of her Cloaths, 
there came riding by the Fozreſt a gentle 
Ki.ight , which heard the lamenting of the 
Damſe!,wherefoze he rode a great pace into 
the fozreti to ſeck what it might be. Now 
when he came, be ſaw a woman ſtanding all 
naked,ſabe onely her ſmeck,, to whom the 


Knigbt ſpake?Art thou ſbe(ſaidbe)tbat cry d 


ſo lamentably: Then anſwered the Damoſel; 
Pea certainiy,foz this man that ſtandethbe 


batbraviſþed and; deflowered me of my mai 
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den-tead,and now be would lay me, o there · 


fozebe bath deſpoiled me of mx cloaths : s foꝛ 
the lobe of God gentle Knight help me now. 


T ben ſafd the Tyrant,fbe liech, foʒ þe is my? 
Vie, and Fae found hor in Adulrery with x 
| anotye 
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another man, therefoze J will lap her. Then 
ſaid the Knight, J beleive better the woman 
igh- | then ther, foꝛ lee the tokens appear openlp in 
pich Lher bitage, that thou haft raviſhed ber, there: 
ed a Nee will A fight with thee foꝛ her deliverance. 
led, And immediately they buckled both together 
r to and foughteagerly till ther were both koze 
u bounded. Nevertheleſs the Knight ob- 
| as — the Uictozy , and put the Tyrant to 
rant {fight 
Then Caid the Knight unto the woman: 
o, J babe ſuffered foz thy lobe many ſoze 
bounds, and have ſabed the from Death, 
hilt thou tberefoze pzomiſe to be my Uiie 5 
ntle f hereto J aſſent, quoth ſþe,with all my heart, 
the ind thereupon Jplight tber my troth. When 
they were thus enſured, then ſaid the Knight 
ts followeth. | 

Here beſide is my Caſtle, gs thither, and 
abide there till J habe pꝛobided all things 
pdji+dful foz our weding,foz I purpoſe to make 
Poreat feaſt thereat. My Lozd,quoth ſbe Jam 
adp to fullfil pour will: Then went ſhe ume 
De Caſtle, whereas (he was weꝛtbilp recei- 
ed:and the Knight went unto his friends fo? 
u bid them to the Marriage. In the mean 
ow, bhile came Poncianus the Tyrant to the 
; myplinights Caſtle, and pꝛaped her that he might 
withſdeak wi th her. Then came ſhe down from 
the be C Caſtle ro him, and this Tyrant tubtilly 
B 3 flattered 
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flattered her, and ſafd:Gentle lobe, it it plea 
pou to conſent ts me, I ſþall give you both 
filber and gold and great riches, and J fbatl " 
be your ſerbant, e ye my Soberatgn. Whe 
the Wioman beard this, full lightly the wa 
deceived thzough bisflatteringlanguage,an 
fon granted him to be his Mile, and teck hir 
to her in the Caſtle. 

Not long after the Knight came bome ani 
found the Caſtle gate ſhut, and knocked there 
at, but long it was ere he might habe antwer 
At the laſt the woman came and demande 
why be knocked at the gate. Then ſaid be 1 
ber: O ſtvert Lady why haſt thou ſo ſen chan 

ged thy lobe?Jet me come in. Nay ſurelp, taiſfl 
be, thou ſþalt not come in here, fs2 I bab 
here with me mp old lobe which A lobed be 
foze,remember quoth the Knighr,thou gabe 
me thy troth to be my wife,and how I ſav 
the from Death, and ik thou ponder not thi 
faith,bebold my wounds which J have ſuffer i 
ed in mp body fo thplove. Aud ſo he unclot! 
edhimſelf naked all ſabe his holen, that b 
might ſhew hi wounds openly, ut f 
would not ſee them, noꝛ fpeak meze with bit 
but ſbut aſt the gate and went her way. Pal 

when the Anight ſaw this, he went to the 
Judge and made his complaint to him, pꝛaſſie 
ing bim to gibe him right judgement on rig 
Tyrant and the Meman. 1 ih 


i 
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vleate} Then the Judge called them doth befoze 
1 both{him, and when they were come, the Knight 
x <afibid thus : myLozd, I ash the benefit of the 
ben Lato which is this: If a man retrue a wo- 
e wos nan from raviſping, the relcuer wall marry 
je, nder if bim liſt, and this woman J deltbered 
& hin tem the hands of the Tyrant, therefoze I 

aigbt to habe her to my wife: and further- 

ge ann0zefbebavbe ber faith and troth to marry 
theredith me and thereupon we went ro mp cafile, 
wer nd I babe been at great coſt againſt our 
ande edding, and therefoze as it ſemeth to nie, 
be ide is my Wife by the law. 
chan Then ſaid the Judge tothe Tyrant , thou 
p,ſai jnoweſt twell thar this Knight delibered her 
f habYſffom thy band, andſo? ber lobe hath ſutfered 
d beffieibous wounds, and therefoge well thou 
gabel votteſt that ſhe is his wife by the Law, if 
ſaveſthat bim lift, But after her deliderance with 
t thuſlattering tperch thou haſt decetbsd ber, there- 
ufferi0ze I judge thee to be han ged. 
clott Then ſaid the Judge to the Moman, like⸗ 
at h wif : O Woman, thou knoweſt how this 
ut fbnight ta bed the from Deathzand thereupon 
biifbou betrothedt him thy faith e troth to be 
Hol dis UWife,firt by the Labo, and after by faith 
o th ind troth: this notwithitanding, thou con- 
pra ſenteſt afterward to the Tyrant s bꝛaugbteſt 
n th dim into the Knights Caſtle, and didft ſhut 

ſiube gate againſt the Anight, and wouldft not 
Li P 4 ler 
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Ix his wounds which be (ſuffered fo2 thy lobe 
and therefoze I judge th& to be banged alle 
And fo it was done, both the Kabiſher ant 
che that was rabiſþed, were condemned t. 
Heatb, whersfoze ebery man p2aiſed the 
Judge foz his wiſe judgement, 


The Moral. 


This Emperoz betokeneth the Father of 
heaben which oꝛdained a Law , that if the 
ſoul of man were rabiſbed from God, by fir, 
the ſabtour of the ſaul fþould efpouſe her if him 
liſt, The woman that was rabiſped betoken- 
eth the ſoul of mau, which was rabiſbed by 
the fin of our fozefather Adam, and l out off 

Paradiſe into the Foꝛr eſt of this wzetched 
woꝛld by the Tyrant Poneianus, which beto⸗ 
kenneth the Debil, and he not onely defiled 
ber, loſing the heritage ofYeavben,but alſe he 
would lap her with eberlaſting pain. But the 
Sou lcrpeth with an bigh boice whoſe cry our 
Lozd Jeſus Chziſt heard. This cry was made 
when Adam cryed after the oyl of mercy:and 
the Patriarks and Pzophets cryed foz reme- 
dp,ſaying theſe woꝛds: O thou higheſtin the 
.Eaſt viſit thou us, &. 
The Untght betokenneth our Loꝛd Jeſus 
Chzift which came (rom Heaben, and fought 
with the Pprant, that is the Devil, and — 
D they 
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Cheilt was wounded in the fleſþ,and the De- 
bil maimed in bis Kingdom z: Wherefoze the 
woman that is the ſoul, gabe ber faith and 
troth unto Chꝛiſt Jeſus, wben fþe became a 
Cheiſtian,ſaying theſe wozds I forſake the 
Deyil and all his Pride , and beleive in God 
the Father Almighty. Then ozdained our 
1Lozd Fefus Chziſt a Marriage between him 
and her with the two ſpecial Sacraments of 
Waptiſm, 6 the Lo2ds Supper, wbereofmay 
be made a ſtrong Caltle again tbe Devil. Al- 
ſo our Loz2d commanded the ſoul to k&ep ber 
ſtill in the Caſtle of Mertue, till he went co 


pꝛobide that was ntedful: that is, our Lozd 


Jeſus Chꝛiſt aſcended to Peaben to pꝛepare 
fo her a dwelling place of everlaſting joy, 
whereas fbe ſpould dwell aſter Þ day of judge- 
ment with our Lozd God in bonour and gloꝛy. 

But alaſs,in the mean time came the De- 
vil, and beguiled the wzetebed ſoul by deadly 
fin,and ſo entred into the Caſtle of our heart, 


which could be the Calfle of God. The 


Knight Jeſs knocked at ; gate of our heart 


accoꝛding to the @cripture,Lo 7 ſtand at the 


door and knock, if any man will openthat 7 
may enter. But where the Devil is, God doch 
neber enter; except the ſinner will receive 
htm by repentance, which ſeeing aur Loved 
banging upon the Croſs , that we may 


they were ſoꝛe wounded : cozour Lo2d Ae 


ſee 
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C his bloody wounds which he ſuffered fo2 us 
we ſinners ſbauld be the rather mindful of bis 
lobe: Foz fromthe crown of his head to the 
Cole of bis f&t was left no whole placezthere- 
foze faith the Pꝛophet Eſay, Behold and fee 
if any ſorrow be like to my ſorrow. There- 
fo:e he is a wzetched man that will not be 
converted unto his Lozd God, but lye ſtill in 
deadly fin,wherefoze when he is called befoze 
the high judge, he ſhall be condemned to eber- 
laſting Death. Therefoze ſtudy we to open 
the Deoꝛs of our hearts by fruitful faith in 
Almighty God, and then without doubt we 
{þall obtain everlaſting life. Unto which 


| The Argament. 

The Body and Soul of man being made by 
Gods grace the Temple of the holy Ghoſt, 
do give themſelves to ſerve and pleaſe 
God in this life, and to love God and their 
Neighbours according to his laws; and 
though the body by death ſuffer mortal 
affliction for à time, yet by faith, hope and 
charity in Jeſus Chriſt, both body and ſoul 
ſhall inherit life and joy everlaſting. 


The 44. Hiſtory, 
= it read of a certain Roman Emperoz, 
which erecting fo2 himſelf a godly Wonu⸗ 
| ment 
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ment 0z Lomb, as the Labourers Digged in 
the groundof his palace, they found a Coffin 
of gold bound about with thee heops, and up- 
on the Poops was engraben theſe wozds , 1 


have ſpent, I have given, I have kept: Ihave 
had, I now have loſt, I am puniſhed, That 


which I had I ſpent, that which I gave I have. 
When the Emperoꝛ ſaw this, be called toge- 
ther tis Nobles and States, and ſaid unts 
them: Py Lo2ds » go and confider among 
pour felbes what this inſcription meaneth, 
unto whom the nobles ſþoztly after returned 
this ſhozt anſwer,ſaying,the meaning ofthis 


inſcription is no other but this: There was a 


certain Empeꝛzoꝛ pour Pzedeceſſoz,which de» 
fired to leabe behind bim an example to 8- 
thers, that they might follow him in god It 


and converſation,viz.I have ſpent mp life in 


judging sthers righteoufly, 6s goberning 
ſelfaccozding to 5 rule ofreaſonʒ I have giy 
to my ſouldiersthings neceſſary, unto x@2 
maintenanee and libing , and to ebe 
as to mp ſelf, accezding to their 
have kept in all mp wozks, righte! 
mercy to them that nied it, a 
their wozthy wages; have had, a liberal and 
a conſtant heart to eber one that ſerbeth me: 
I have given riches in their neceſſity, s lobing 


. fabour at all times, I have had a band to 


tame and ſubdue enemies, to pzotect and 
defend 
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defend friends, to puniſh offenders. 7 have 
loſt,feolifþneſs,the friendfþip of enemies, and 
Lult oꝛ lacibiouſeſs,of thefleſþ. 7 am puniſh- 
ed, now by Death, becauſe J beleibgd not ag 
J ought to habe done, in one God eternal, I 
am puniſhed, Ifay. alafs, becauſe J cannot 
redem my ſelf, but by the merits of Chzift 
Jeſus the Sabiour of the Wozld, When the 
Empeꝛoꝛ afozeſatd heard the meaning of the 
inſcriptions wiſely interpꝛeted on this man⸗ 
ner, and how long that deceaſed Emperoz had 
lived, be thereby goberned himtelk and his 
Subjects moze pꝛobidentiallp, and ended his 
lite in Gods peace, with much honour. 


3 The Moral. 
Dear friends, this Emperoz may be called 
ebery geod Ch iſtian man oz woman, which 
ougbt, and ts bound to erect and re-ediffe a 
Tomb, that is, bis heart pzepared unto God, 
that he may perfozm his will abobe all things: 
and ſodiggeth in the ground of his heart by 
rontrition and fozrowful repentance foꝛ his 
ins, that he doth find a golden Coffin, that is 
a body dead to fin, but his ſoul garnifþed with 
vertues by Gods grace granted to the ſame, 


and bound about with theee golden hops, 


- o 


vix, with Faith, Pope, and Charity. What 
then was engraven in the ſame thee Hops: 
Firft, I have ſpe; : where it map be — 

a at 


1 


, eberlaſting. The ſecond infcriptidn is, I have 
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what baſt thou ſpent? the god Cheiſtian att» 
ſweretþ, body, and ſoul in the ſerbice of God: 
if any of pou b eſtobo this tempozal life in, be 
fþall be aſſured of great reward, eben of life 


kept-What haſt thoukept?theigod Chꝛiſtian 
anſwereth, a contrite and humble heart, and 
pzepared unto God, to do whatfoeber bis 


god pleaſure was. The third fnſcription is, 


I have given. Mbat baſt thaugiben ? The 
god Cheiltian anfwereth : Lobe unto God 
with all my heart, with aſl my foul , and 
with all my mind:and lobe unto my Neigh- 
bour ,-acrozding ta the commandement of 
God. The fourth inſcription is, I have bad. 
What baft thou had 3 The god chziſtian an⸗ 
ſwereth and ſaith,ſurely a detected life, be- 
cauſe I was conceived in un, and bo in 
inquity , and alſo was fozmed of bile and 
baſe matter. Fifthlpy,what is the inſcription, 


Inow ha ve? The god chziſtian anſwereth 


by Baptiſm, and thereby am made the ſoul- 
dier of Cbꝛiſt, by bertues which God gabe 
me in mpBaptiſm : whereas befoze A was 
the bond-abe of @atan. Sirtþly, wbat is 


that tnſcription., Ihave loſt ? Lo this an- 
Civered the geod chziftian, ſurely the favour of 


God, by mine own deſerts : yet all the ſins 
wbich J babe committed againft God, J babe 
by repentance coꝛrected e amended: becauſe 

p repen- 
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repentance is one mean, but Cheifts- merits 
chieflp e efpectally cleanſeth us from aſi in. 
Hebenthly, what is that inſcription, I am 
puniſhed?The god Chꝛiſtian anſwereth and 
taitch „ Becauſe'Y am affiicted by Death foe 
the offences and fins of mp life. Eightly, 
hat is that infcription, I have ſpene which 
I had ? Ls this anſwereth the god Chziltian 
taying, I babe beffowed all my life time here 
in werks of merty, by the grace which Jre- 
ceived of my Lozd [Jeſus Chꝛiſt. Ninthlp, 
dbat is that inſcription, That which I ga 
I have, ſurelp in all my temporal life bs 
all mycountei, whole aſſent and will which J 
vad to be the tervant et God, and nobo it is in 
the god will and plealure ef God, that A ſpall 


remain with bim in joys of eberlaſting life in 
Þeaven:unto the which bzing us all, Amen. 


